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PREFACE. 


In the Work now committed to the indul- 
gence of the public, the Author does not pio- 
fess to 1 elate any thing new, legarding the 
events of the late Mahratta Wai, which are 
already sufficiently known, through the me- 
dium of the different histories of it, that have 
been published Ins object has been to present, 
m detail, particular opeiations, which the natuie 
of those histones has obliged their Authors to 
treat in a cursory manner, but of which, as 
forming a most important blanch of the war, 
it is essential that an account should be given ; 
not only as a record of the past, but as it may 
also be made a land-mark for the futuie It is 
with this view, that he has added to the journals 
of the different sieges, a few remaiks upon the 
operations carried on, aud that he has treated 
the whole subject at laige, in his preliminary 
aud concluding Chapters In the former of 
these, the Author has hazarded some obsei ra- 
tions and leflections on the Native Fortresses 

A 
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of India, between wlncli and the Foi tresses of 
Europe, lie has endeavoured to draw a com- 
parison. In the concluding Chapter, he has 
considered the best method of attack, and the 
means at present possessed by the Engmeei 
Department, foi carrying such a system into 
execution, and he has done so in hopes, that 
whatever objections may be raised to that s)s- 
tem, and however dcfcclnc it may be, the dis- 
cussion Mill be of use, m di awing more atten- 
tion to the subject, and that it may aid in gnmg 
a more decided and energetic shape to our 
futiuc siege operations. 

It Mas the Author’s original intention to have 
included in tins Work, the sieges which took 
place under the other Presidencies, and an 
application was accordingly made for the ac- 
counts of those carried on by the Bengal auny, 
from a quarter which he hoped would have 
met attention ; but m this he was disappointed * 
and he has therefore unwillingly been obliged 
to confine himself to the sieges undertaken by 
the Madras Divisions It may be observed, 
that an oflicial Journal of every operation of the 
kind, containing each day’s uork, as entered 
at the time, was kept, wheiever an Engineer 
Officei of the Madras Establishment u as pre- 
sent, and transmitted until the Plans, &c to 
the chief Engineer’s Office The liberal access 
to these, which has been granted to him by the 



PREFACE 


hi 


Madras Government, and which has afforded 
him every opportunity and information he could 
desire, demands his warmest acknowledge- 
ments The Journals therefore, from which 
the following have been taken, are all official, 
and he has strictty followed them, except m one 
or two instances, where having been present 
himself, and having taken memoranda on the 
spot, he has viewed the operations m a diffeient 
light. These deviations, which however aie 
very few, are remarked in the notes The ac- 
counts of the sieges, at which there was no En- 
gineer Officer present, have been extracted from 
Lieut Col. Blacker ’s Memoir*, to which lieis also 
indebted for much valuable information, regard- 
ing the strength of the different Corps, and the 
general movements of the Divisions and Troops, 
although these, it may be observed, are only 
noticed, so far as they are connected with the 
object of the present work There are one or 
two instances, m which the Author has found 
himself obliged to dissent from the conclusions 
drawn by that distinguished Officer , and this 
difference of opinion is only noticed, that he 
may at the same time mention, that it is offered 
with diffidence The Plans of the Forts, at the 
sieges of which Engineer Officers were present, 
were executed by them, and the Views, which 

* Of the operations of the British Army in India, during 
the Mahratta War of 1817, 1818 and 1819 

A 2 
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are introduced, to illustrate more fully the 
nature of some of the places attacked, have 
been copied from the drawings of different 
Friends and Brother Officers The Author 
thinks it right to mention, that his Work has 
been considerably delayed , in consequence of 
the difficulty he experienced, in obtaining the 
mfoiniation necessary foi combining the Journ- 
als of the several sieges mlo a connected Nar- 
i ative 

Having thus stated his authoiities foi the 
facts recorded m the following Woik, none of 
which are brought forward as such, but what 
he cither knows 01 firmly believes to be true, it 
only remains to say a few words on the opinions 
the Autlioi has expressed, 1 egardmg the ineffi- 
ciency of the Engineer Department, and of the 
improvements he consideis necessary m con- 
sequence These opinions have been honestly 
formed, after long reflection, and he has been 
strengthened in them by knowing, that they are 
the unanimous sentiments of Ins Brother Offi- 
cers, and that they all join with him, m an 
anxious wish, to sec the Coi ps to which they 
have the honor to belong, placed on a footing 
of equal efficiency with the lest of the Army 
He has' expressed himself with confidence, 
because from the anxiety which the Court of 
Directors have always shown, to have this 
branch of their Army equal to the performance 
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of its duties, and the libeiality with which they 
enable their Engineer Officers to perfect them- 
selves in then profession, he is certain, that it 
is only necessary that these defects should be 
clearly poiuted out, m order that they may be 
immediately remedied. He is aware, that part 
of the system of attack he has laid down may be 
open to objection, but he trusts that the princi- 
ple on which it is grounded will be acknow- 
ledged to be correct, and therefore, that the 
whole will be indulgently received 

The Autlioi has great pleasure in publicly 
acknowledging the assistance he has received 
from all his Bi other Officeis, who have had it 
in tlieir power to foiwaid his piesent object, 
and m paiticular he must expiess the obliga- 
tions he is undei to the late Captain Coventry, 
and to Captain Anderson, of the Engineeis, 
who have provided him with much valuable 
information on different points, since the com- 
mencement of his undertaking, and of whose 
advice he has largely availed himself 

Whatever opinion may be formed of the pre- 
sent Work, the Author trusts, that the motive, 
which induced him to undertake it, will be 
considered praiseworthy It was an ardent 
desne to see the Aimy, he feels it a pride to 
belong to, as distinguished m one branch of 
warfaie as anotliei , as victorious, when set 
down before the strongest Forts of the Natives, 
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as they Lave always been, when charging the 
most ovei whelming Batteiy on the plain; and 
his anxiety is mci eased by a conviction, that the 
deficiency in the Department to which he be- 
longs, has been the only obstacle to this de- 
sirable object He 1 egrets that the subject has 
not fallen into hands (of which in his own 
Corps there are many) who would have done it 
more justice, but it is to be hoped, that so good 
a cause will not suffer from the weakness of the 
advocate He has only to observe m conclu- 
sion, that as this Work would not have been 
undertaken, but for the kind and flattering 
assurances of the distinguished Officer, under 
whose command he was then serving, so would 
it never have seen the light, but for the encou- 
ragement leceived from him and other Friends, 
whose opinion m favour of it may, he fears, 
haVe been too much biassed by feelings of per- 
sonal regard towards the Author 

Madras, 

February 14 th, 1822. 
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CHAPTER I 

OF AN INTRODUCTORY NATURE —THE PROGRESS OF 
FORTIFICATION IN EUROPE TRACED —ITS IMPER- 
FECT STATE AMONGST THE NATIVES OF INDIA — 
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE DEFECTS OF THE 
ENGINEER DEPARTMENT IN THE COMPANY’S SER- 
VICE, AS FAR AS REGARDS THE DUTY OF SIEGES 

XHE Author of this shoit work, although CHAP 
young m his profession, has had some expe- 
nence himself, and has always been anxious to 
profit by that of others A strong sense of the 
benefit, he would have denved, even from such 
a collection, as that, which he has now been 
able to make, first suggested to him the idea, 
that his leisure hours might be well employed, 
in endeavouring to give that advantage to others, 
which he had so often regretted not possessing 
himself Should he succeed m adding to the 
Library of his militai y friends, a short Tract, 
m which they will find, in a portable form, that 
information, which would otherwise have re- 
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CHAP roamed shut up in portfolios, or m offices, and 

v which consequently would have been unavail- 
able at the moment of emergency, his design 
will be fully accomplished But he has said 
enough his subject is fortunately one, which 
demands conciseness, and would be injured by 
an attempt at fine composition, to which he is 
unequal He proceeds therefore directly to his 
task. 

The variety of construction in the Fortresses 
of India, the character of the Garrisons, some- 
times bold, obstinate, and enthusiastically 
brave, at other times timid, irresolute, and dis- 
heartened by trifling reverses, together with 
our own frequently imperfect means of attack, 
are circumstances, which have constantly 
obliged us to depart from the estabkshed rules 
laid down for the attack of fortified places; 
and are the causes that our Siege History m 
this country so often exhibits results, different 
from what would be calculated upon, by those 
who are only accustomed to the regularity of 
this waifare, as earned on in Europe The 
Science of Fortification is here almost m its 
infancy With the exception of those built by 
ourselves, or by other European Powers, who 
have at different times obtained a footing in 
India, and of a few, belonging to Native 
Princes, which have been constructed, or 1m- 
proi ed, by European Engineers in their service, 
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thcFoitsm India, aie nearly what places of CHAP 
defence were m Europe, foui centuries ago, 
and, therefore, a brief review of the rise and 
progress of the art of Fortification, in the latter 
quarter of the Globe, may serve to illustrate 
the comparison I wish to make, between Indian 
and Euiopean Fortresses, so far as regards 
their relative strength at the present moment. 

In periods of remote antiquity, when the 
means of attack were as rude as the defences 
which they were meant to destroy, a town sur- 
rounded by high walls, gave its inhabitants 
ample security against an enemy , but when 
some degree of science was introduced in the 
attack, these defences were of little avail, and 
an improvement was fouud necessary The 
first step towaids it was the addition of round 
or squaie towers, to the angles and other 
parts of the walls ; but these towers, though 
they commanded the enemy’s approaches while 
at a certain distance, ceased to be of use when 
he reached the ground at their base, which 
they left undefended, except by the uncertain 
hie of small aims through loop-holes They 
therefore gave place, after the introduction of 
artillery, first to Redans, and afterwards to 
Bastions, which by establishing a flanking fire 
remedied this defect ; but which were at first • 
made very small, and generally at a great dis- 
tance from each other, and weie theiefore unable 
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CHAP long to lesist with success the rapidly impiov- 
\^v^/ mg science of attack. Indeed, neither the size, 
noi lelative position of these woiks were regu- 
lated by any established rules, but frequently 
depended on the caprice of the individual, by 
whom they were erected, until m process of 
time, the different Continental nations adopted 
peculiar systems of their own, all diffeiing from 
each other, and all more or less defective 

Such was the state of Fortification m Europe, 
m the middle of the seventeenth century, when 
Pagan undertook, m a Treatise published in 
1645, to reduce to older these various and 
opposite theories, and to free them from the 
errors and intricacies with which they abound- 
ed , and it was not until this period, when he 
laid down on sound principles, certain rules 
for the dimensions and relative position of the 
different paits of a Fortiess, that Fortification 
could be said to have become a seience Since 
that period, such gieat and rapid improve- 
ments have taken place m this art, that it may 
now be allowed to have reached a very high de- 
gree of excellence, although no method has 
yet been discovered of rendering afoitiess im- 
pregnable. 

The natives of India have made but little pro- 
gress towards this perfection They do not 
seem to be aware of the importance of that 
maxim, which is the ground- work of Euiopean 
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Fortification, namely, “that e\eiy woik of a CHAP 
Fortress should be defended 01 Hanked by 
some other * Then system, if such it can be 
called, is that of a simple mclosure, consisting 
of a continued wall, with round towers at in- 
tervals, the defects of which have already been 
noticed There appear to be no determined 
rules for the profiles of these works, nor for 
the distances to be preserved between the seve- 
ral towers; which particulars i ary so much,m 
almost e\cry Fort, that it would be impossible 
to attempt to fi\ a standaul for either. Such 
are the w’orks, by which almost every village 
in India is protected, but to some of their more 
important places, they have added one and 
sometimes tw o ditches, together with outw orks, 
which render regular approaches necessary 
The great depth of these ditches might consti- 
tute an obstacle, not to be ovcicome without 
some difficulty, were not this advantage in a 
great measure neutralized, from the circumstance 
of the bottom generally containing dead ground 
close to the scarp, to which the besiegers, after 
having made their descent into the ditch, may 
therefore attach their miners with perfect 
safety But defective as the Forts of India are 
in their construction, and mferioi as they are to 
those of Europe, it is far from my intention to 
lepiesent them as contemptible. Experience, 
which we have bought at some plnreO^v rln- 
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CI1AP f e at, and at others by the loss of many gallant 
soldieis, lias too fully proved, that they are not 
to be despised , but I wish to show, that they 
have been formidable only from our own in- 
efficiency. 

There are no traces of the Indians having 
ever consti acted Fortifications different from 
those of the present day, and as they arem all 
things the slaves of custom, it would perhaps 
be no easy matter to induce them to alter a 
method, sanctioned by the practice of their 
foiefathers . but the successful, or at least, pro- 
longed defences, which their Forts have almost 
always made against native attacks, and some- 
times even when assailed by Europeans, pos- 
sessed of superior bcience and equipments, 
afford a bettei and more probable reason for 
their reluctance to change ; and these would 
almost warrant the fallacious conclusion, that 
they need no improvement, were it not, that we 
have sometimes called forth all our energies, 
and by the speedy capture of the most esteem- 
ed native Foi tresses iu India, havepioved how 
unequal they are to their object * It is to be 


* These energies, however, it must be observed, linve 
generally been displayed, not m the scientific, but in the 
overwhelming character of Qur attacks, and we seem ,in 
these very instances to have acknowledged the superior con- 
struction of the Native Forts, and to have admitted our 
inability to take them in tho usual method, by bringing 
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regretted, tlmt instances of tins kind are com- CHAP 
p.tratnely rare, and while we can duell with 
proud satisfaction on the sieges of Scrmgapatain, 
rialia^s, and Assccrghur, there arc on the 
othci side of the picture but too inan> places 
from the ^(longest Forts to (he rudest Village 
Ghurnes,* m the attack of "u Inch, m hetlier from 
a contempt of our enemies or from an ill-timed 
spirit of economy, we hare neglected to employ 
the proper means of effecting om object ; and 
have in consequence experienced lepulses, or 
purchased our success with an unnecessary 

against them an enomioustnun of artillery, much beyond what 
is deemed necessary for the attach of the strongest European 
Fortress, as if the only way to reduce them wero by making 
the place too hot for the Garrison to lire in Hus remark is 
more particularly applicable to Ilntrass, of which the redac- 
tion w os literally effected in this way , but it w ould be impos- 
sible (putting asido all considerations of the expense attending 
such a method of attack) to bring a train, such ns w as dis- 
play cd there, against crcry other fort which was disposed to 
resist us , and the N nines of India have fair ground to sup- 
pose, that without the aid of such a tram, we are unable to 
reduce them There cannot be a doubt, but that this idea 
prevails to a certain extent, and it is a general opinion, that, 
how or or superior wo arc to them on the plain, we arc only 
on an equality when we have walls to attack, and our 
repulses at Bhurlpoor, arc to this dny r brought forward, ns a 
proof of our inferiority in this branch of w or It is the object 
of the present work to shew that it remains with ourselves to 
destroy this opinion 


Keeps or small citadels 
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CHAP- sacrifice of lives , but it would be painful to 
pui sue this subject, nor is it necessary for me 
at piesent to enlarge further upon the system 
we have generally followed m the attack of 
Indian Foi ts, as it will be fully exemplified in 
the sieges about to beiecorded The Native 
method of carrying on such operations, if 
hi lefly stated, may, however, be interesting, as 
it will show how completely m this, as m other 
countries, the ai ts of attack and defence have 
kept pace with each other, in then general 
efficiency 

The Natives appear to be utterly ignorant of 
the advantage to be derived from attacking a 
salient angle, and of the art of conducting ap- 
proaches by Sap , and, generally speaking, they 
aic also unacquainted with Mining When one 
of then armies sits down before a place, the ob- 
ject appeal s rather to be to harrass the besieged, 
and weai y them out by a strict blockade, than 
to effect an entiance by breaching the walls, 
for although guus are used, they are placed at 
such a distance from the town, out of musket 
shot, and uot always m battery, that their 
effect is uncertain, and even this desultory fire 
is only kept up at intervals during the day , for 
at night, to guard against the consequences of a 
sally, the guns are always withdrawn to the 
camp, and this ridiculous process is continued 
till the besieged are tiled out, and a compromise 
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is entered into * The Natives of Hindostan, CHAP 

’ j 

howevei, of a paiticular cast, aie said to be 

* An amusing account of the siege of Doonee, a small 
fort, garrisoned by two or three hundred Rajpoots, which 
resisted successfully for upwards of a month, the ut- 
most efforts of Dowlut Row Sindiali, backed by a numerous 
artillery, and an overwhelming force, is given in “ Broughton’s 
Letters from a Mahratta Camp ” At the commencement of 
the siege, the operations were under the direction of Baptiste, 
who commenced a mine, and as there was no gun in the 
place, established posts round it within musket shot but 
Baptiste being ordered away on some other duty, the mine 
was abandoned After this the garrison made several sallies, 
in one of which they succeeded in carrying off into the fort 
two guns after which, to avoid a similar accident, the be- 
siegers withdrew their guns every night from tlieir battenes 
When the shot at length began to tell on the walls, and to 
destroy more than the garrison could build up at night, they 
commenced a ditch on that side, and earned it on m the face 
of, and in despite of the besiegers This creditable defence 
was at last brought to a close, m the usual way, by a composi- 
tion being entered into with the besiegers The siege of 
Danvar, m 1797, is too well known to require recapitulation, 
and the following account of the siege of Beescondah, a town 
surrounded by a wretched mud wall, situated in the Nizam’s 
dominions, and attacked by a part of the Prince’s force, and 
related m the words m which it was given to the author, by a 
friend who happened to be an eye-witness of the commence- 
ment, will well complete this picture of Nativeattacks “ The 
“ besieging army consisted principally of home, and about 
“ four guns, and arrived before the place the same day on 
“ which wo were passing it, m January, 1815 They had no 
“ defences for their guns in the shape of bait err, or trenches. 

“ which were drawn out in the open plan, at the dist->~ - 
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CHAP expert Mmeis, and the Artillery attached to 
Scmdiah’s regular brigades being well organiz- 
ed, moie science may have been displayed 
wheie these have been employed , but the pic- 
ture I have diawn is certainly not an exagge- 
rated one, as far as regards the system usually 
puisued by othei Native Powers, who have 
not had these advantages. Hyder and Tippoo 
had French Engineers in their service, by 
whom their sieges were generally conducted, 
but when this was not the case, the same 
ridiculous and impotent mode of proceeding, 
that has been described, was followed by them 
But to return to the subject. It is evident 

“ about 60 yards asunder The besiegers’ camp was placed 
“ m low ground some distance in rear They had a Portu- 
tc guese, who levelled each gun himself, and appeared to 
(i have the direction of the attach They fired about once in 
“ a quarter of an hour, and if by chance a shot struck any 
“ part of the wall, so as to raise a dust, the air resounded 
“ with acclamations in praise of the old Portuguese, who 
“ seemed m no small degree flattered thereby After about 
“ three days, the inhabitants of the town, by a masterly 
“ manoeuvre, broke down the bund of a tank, and swamped 
“ the camp of the besiegers, who were obliged to move tbeir 
“ ground The siege was brought to a conclusion m a curious 
“ way A small party of Europeans were pitched near the 
“ place about three weeks after, and five or six of them stole 
“ out of camp at night, to assist the besiegers, and fired the 
“ guns so fast, that the town was found evacuated next 
“ morning Tuo of the Europeans were wounded in this 
" frolic.” 
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that without pioper means, science in the CHAP 
attack of' '.places can be of rto avail, and when 
it is considered! how utteily unprovided with 
thdsethe siege department of the three Presi- 
dencies has, until veiy lately,' been ;> ibwill be 
found less extraordinary that reverses have hap- 
pened, than that we should have ever been 
successful These means were formerly as 
much neglected m England, as they have been 
m our Eastern possessions, so that whenever 
We came m collision with the Continental 
Poweis, .our inferiority m this branch was 
severely felt During the Peninsular campaigns, 
the inefficiency of a body of officers, when ! un- 
assisted by men trained to siege duties, tvas 
more fully displayed ; and m consequence of 
the representations of the Duke of Wellington, 
a Corps’ was raised, and an /Establishment 
formed for their instruction, under the super- 
mtendance of one of the ablest and most distin- 
guished officers in the Royal Engineers By 
the excellent system pursued at this Institution 
at Chatham, every man is made practically 
acquainted with the nature of his duties, before 
he is sent abioad, and the Corps of Royal 
Sappers and Mmeis now certainly yields to 
none of the older established ones, of the same 
nature, m other services, either in sriecce. or in 
any other requisite for soldiers of this descrip- 
tion 

B 
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CHAR. The Directors of the East India Company 
v-w / nre not ignorant of the advantages that would 
be derived, from having this branch of their 
army on a more efficient footing, than it lias 
hitherto been ; for of late years all their Officers 
of Engineers, before leaving England, have 
been placed under the orders of the Officer 
above alluded to, m order that they may be 
more fully instructed m that part of their duty, 
which relates to the attack of places ; and re- 
cently a few recruits, trained at Chatham, hare 
been sent out to Bengal, where a permanent 
Corps of Sappers and Miners has been raised, 
and a large increase made to the Engineer 
Coips ' The sister, .Presidencies have not, as 
yet, shared in these benefits, although the prin- 
ciple has been established, and the necessity of 
improvement (m time of wai at least) acknow- 
ledged, for, during the last campaign m the 
Deckan, Eieulenant Davies, .the Senior En- 
gineer of ,the Madras Establishment, with Sir 
Thomas, Hislop/s army, was allowed (as a tem- 
porary measure) to recruit 30 Europeans, and 
5,0 Pioneers, for this Service, who were deno- 
minated Sappers and Miners These men, it 
must be observed, who only volunteered from 
the inducement of increased pay, were, when 
.they joined that Officer, wholly ignorant of the 
duty they, were to be employed on, and the 
European part of them were so far from feeling 
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that I'tjmt tic Cor})*, which should hi the main 
sprint: of i soldn r’s artmiis, that tluv at first 
se< nit d to look on tin tr dut\ .is a d« grading 
om : hut, notwithstanding all tin se disadvan- 
tage s ami mum roiis otln r< ( alt* admit on e\« r\ 
Corps pro A ssulh raised nnl\ for a !< mpnrarj 
ohjirt, tin's \\<r< brought to a stair of con- 
siderable « tTirn w \ , h\ thr exertions of thrir 
Commanding Othn r; and lmntrd ns was thrir 
ntiinln r, it tins hr fairls *■ ml, that thr senior 
(h mi d from tin in thr greatest advantage, tnd 
thr ftvnurahle t< slunonx of nil thr oflirrrs, un- 
til r w hotn tlu s s\ < rt t mplns rd m tin ftrld, as to 
tlnirutihts, shows how niurh umrr might hr 
r\prrt< d from a r tar ul ir I^stahlishiui at of Ihi- 
gim t r Soldiers '1 hr Matin*? Piom t rs, who 
(with tin above t \t t ptioa) were, tlurirur thr 
hit war, th<' mils men at tin mnnrdintr dis- 
pos d of thr Ilngim trs, for the duties of that 
dt partial at, possess, m a pet all ir tit "roc, even 
nrtissirj phssiral qualification, hut bring 
iu\tr(i\tcpt m turns of actual warfare) cm- 
plovrd in Mllltirv Murks, at least of this do- 
st riplion, thrir inslrurtiou m these tlulies com- 
menus, at thr verv moment that practised men 
are rt quirt d , and if thr experience of a cam- 
paign may hav c made them somrw hat more per- 
f< rt, another war finds them as ignorant .is be- 
fore, or perhaps replaced b\ a fresh set of men, 
and tin trenches again become the school of 

o 2 
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CHAP, instruction for the most simple works of a siege. 
It is but too common a feeling, to ascnbe a 
failure against a Port, to want of skill m the 
Engineer, who conducts the operations , but 
let it be remembered, that m his plan of 
attack, not only the quantity of stores neces- 
sary, but also the qualifications and skill of 
the men who are to act under bis orders, must 
be taken into accou'nl ; ,and, from a deficiency 
in both, we hare frequently been obliged to 
remain and breach at a distance, when we ought 
to have been at the foot of our enemy’s walls 
It is surely, no argument, that' because . these 
Forts aie rude, We should not employ against 
them the greatest science, and every means m 
our power , that because our successes have 
hitherto been as numerous as our reverses, we 
should be content with this mediocrity, of for- 
tune ; and should continue to incur the risk of 
adding to our failures, by a neglect of means, 
which would insure a .certain and successful 
result to all our siege operations , and finally, 
that we should hazard, before every petty place 
we attack, our reputation, and the lives of; our 
soldiers, upon the chance- of the Garrison not 
possessing a due degree of courage and resolu- 
tion Let the two essentials be united Let 
Science be aided by efficient Means, and we 
shall render our enemies’ situation as unsafe 
when shelteied by walls, as it is when opposed 
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to us on the plain we shall prevent that gal- CHAP, 
lautry, which overlooks difficulties, from de- 
stroymg itself, and this page of oui Indian 
History, which has hitherto been a chequered 
one, and sullied by defeats as often as it has 
been adorned by victories, will then become 
like every other, an unvarying lecord of success 
The system which should be followed in be- 
sieging the Native Forts of India, must of course 
differ, in some degree, fiom that which would be 
necessary m the attack of more regulai Foi- 
tresses The reasons have been stated m the be- 
ginning of this Chapter, nor can any thing tend 
more to show all the varieties best suited to this 
warfare, than an accumulation of facts, from 
which every officer, who may be employed 
in this service, can draw his own conclusions, 
and adapt them to his own case To furnish 
these is the chief object of the Journals con- 
tained m the body of the present Work, to 
which the Author has added a concluding 
Chapter, containing a few reflections on the 
nature of the operations, which would, m his 
opinion, generally insure success, and also on 
the formation of a Coips of Engineer Sol- 
diers for the Madras Establishment. 
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CHAPTER II 


FORMATION OF THE ARMY OF THE DECKAN. — SIEGE 
OPERATIONS OF THE FIRST AND SECOND DIVI 
SIONS — NAGPOOR — TALNEIR 


' t 

CHAP. It is well known that the object of the war 
V J^ >/ undertaken in 1817, by the British Government 
1817 in India, was the destruction of the Pindarnes. 
These people have been so often and so well 
described by different writers, that it is need- 
less, nor would it indeed be within the scope 
of the present Work, to enter into a particular 
Brief ac- account of their rise and origin. It may be 
iiic Pm- observed of them m a few words, that almost 
from time immemorial, they have been attached 
as a distinct class to Native Armies, which 


they have followed, without receiving pay, or 
being actuated by patriotism (the general in- 
ducements of people to become soldiers), and 
that they have been so far from wishing to be 
distinguished for their prowess as fighting men, 
thatthey have never soughtevenforplunder, their 
sole occupation, but where it could be obtained 
without danger. Such was the humble origin 
from which the Pmdarries rose, to assume the 
character and features of a distinct and sepa- 
rate nation, governed by Chiefs independent of 
each other, but acting m concert, and to sub- 
due whom, the whole weight of the British 
power was called forth 
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Two causes had combined to operate this CHAP, 
change, and to raise a despicable horde of 
plunderers into linportance—lst. The neutral 1817' 
and unmtefermg system of policy prescribed 
by the British Legislature to the Indian Go- 
vernment, and closely pursued after Lord 
Wellesley’s administration, by which we were 
prevented from checking the growth of this 
tribe, till we had suffered from their inroads in 
the devastation of some of our finest provinces. 

2nd The weakness of the Native Princes, 
whose standard the Pmdarnes nominally fol- 
lowed, and by whose policy they were fostered 
and encouraged, not only for the sake of the 
booty in which these Princes shared, but as 
being the only means by which they could 
weaken, or perhaps destroy the British power 
m India, for to that pitch had their hopes 
soaied. - < 1 ! 

To crush them the whole energy of that 
power was put forth, and had the Pmdarnes 
stood alone and unassisted m the contest, there 
would have been little to record, but their 
efforts on the one hand, to escape from the 
net, which we had drawn round them, and our 
combinations and endeavours to enclose them 
on the other But the opportunity which was 
thus offered to the Native Princes was loo 
favourable to be neglected By the destruction 
of the Pmdarnes the British supremacy would 
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c HAP be established and seemed beyond their power 
to subvert, and it was therefore resolved to sup- 
1817 ’ port them 

Corabinn- TTius combination, to which all the Mahratta 
Mabmttas powers subsciibed, had then for its object to 
free themselves from the bondage of the British 
yoke, and to assert and maintain the Mahratta 
independence An Englishman’s heart, though 
the interests of his countiy would suffer by 
then success, must pronounce their object a 
legitimate one, and their struggle for indepen- 
dence praiseworthy, but not so the means 
which they employed to furthei it: these would 
convey disgrace to the worthiest cause, and 
must meet with umveisal and unqualified con- 
demnation 


It is difficult indeed, -to imagine a .scene of 
greater ti eachery and d uplicity, than was ex- 
hibited in all the Native Courts, up to the very 
moment when they thiew off the mask of fuend- 
ship, by which they had endeavoured to deceive 
our residents, and under which they had hoped 
to conceal their enmity 'Fortunately the mea- 
sures which had been taken to give effect to the 
campaign, enabled us to resist successfully, in 
every instance, their treacherous commence- 
ment of hostilities ; and then treachery is 
hardly to be regretted, since it gave occasion to 
some of the most splendid achievements which 
have graced the pi ogress of the British arms m 
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India Seldom indeed, or never, had aBntish 
army of such magnitude been assembled,’ as 
was put in motion on the present occasion, 
when the forces of the three Piesidencies com- 
bined, to secuie the destruction of the Pmdar- 
ries, and to provide against any attempts of the 
Native Powers to protect them The Bengal 
army, to whose sliaie it was expected that the 
most active pai t of the operations would fall, is 
estimated by Colonel Blacker, to have consisted 
of more than 40,000 fighting men; and being 
commanded by the Governor-General m person, 
was denominated the Gland Aimy The Ma- 
dras tioops took the field under the designation 
of the Army of the Deckan, while a part of the 
Bombay Army was put m motion from the side 
ofGoozeiat, to co-operate in the geueial ob- 
jects of the campaign , and in the course of the 
wai, after oui rupture with the Peishwah, 
anothei division of the Bombay Army was em- 
ployed in 1 educing that Prince’s teiritones m 
the Concan 


CHAP 

II 


Great pre- 
parations 
for war 
made 
by the 
Governor 
General. 


Strength 
of the 
Grand 
Army 


For reasons which have been sufficiently de- 
tailed m the Pieface, this Work has been con- 
fined to a relation of the Sieges undei taken by 
the Army of the Deckan , so that an account of 
the formation and movements of the Bengal 
and Bombay Aimies would be lirelevant, noi 
will those of the Deckan Anny be detailed, 
furthei than as they may be necessaiy to pie- 
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C *II sel ve a connec ^ 1011 between the different sieges 
which were undertaken 

1817. The Army of the JDeckan was composed of 

Derail of S1X divisions: of these the first was under the 

tlic Army 7 

Docknn P ersona ^ command of His Excellency Sir T 
Hislop, the Commander-in-Chief of this army, 
the second was under the command of Brigadier- 
General Doveton ; the third division was com- 
manded by Brigadier-General Sir John Mal- 
colm, who was also Agent to the Governor- 
General, and had chargeof ourpohtical interests 
throughout the Deckan ; Brigadier-General 
Smith had the command of the fourth division, 
consisting of Bombay and Madras troops ; and 
the fifth division, which was almost entirely com- 
posed of Bengal troops, was under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Adams The reserve 
division was commanded by Brigadier-General 
Munro The strength of these divisions at the 
opening of the campaign was as follows . 

FIRST DIVISION, 

Commanded by His Excellency Lieutenant-General Sir 
Thomas Hislop, Bart. 

7 Companies of Europeans 

6 Regiments of Native Infantry 

1 Squadron of Dragoons 

2 Regiments of Native Cavalry. 

2 Horse Artillery Guns. 

8 Foot Artillery Guns 

4 Companies of Pioneers. 



A1IMV 01* THE DECKAN 
SECOND DIVISION, 

Commanded by Brigadier-General Jioveton 

80 Snppcrs arid Miners 
S Companies of Europeans 
G Regiments of Native Infantry 
1 ditto ditto Cnvalrj 
1 Companies of Pioneers 
8 Horse Artillery Guns 
30 Foot Artillery Guns 

THIRD DIVISION, 

C ommandetl by Briqadicr-Gcncrnl Sir J Malcolm , J\ C B 

21 Regiments of Native Infantry 

1 ditto ditto Cavalry 
The Mj sore Horse 

Ilorsc Arti Ucrj', 4 Guns 
Foot Artillery, G Guns 

FOURTH DIVISION, 

Commanded by Bnyadicr-Gcncral Smith , C B. 

2 Regiments of Europeans 

8 ditto NaU\ c Infantry 

1 ditto ditto Cavalry 

The Poonnli Auxiliary Horse 
Horse Artillery, 10 Guns 
Fool Artillery, 17 Guns 
4 Companies of Pioneers 

FUTH DIVISION, 

Commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Adams, C B. 

8 Regiments of Native Infantry 
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3 ditto ditto Cavalry 
Horse Artillery, 4 Guns 

Foot Artillery, 18 Guns 

RESERVE DIVISION, 
Commanded by Brujadicr-Gcnoral Munro 

1 European Flank Battalion 

2 Regiments of Nativo Infantry 

4 Companies of ditto Rifles 
2 Squadrons of Dragoons 

1 Regiment of Native Cavalry 
Horse Artillery, 10 Guns 
Foot ditto 18 Guns 
4 Companies of Pioneers 


The total Array of the Deckan, including 
the Goozei at Division, commanded by Briga- 
diei -General Sir W. G Keir, a brigade at 
Secunderabad, His Highness the JNigam’s 
troops called the Berar Brigade, and the irre- 
gulai and auxihaiy troops, which have not 
been enumerated m the above detail, is stated 
by Colonel Blacker to have amounted to 70,400 
fighting men , , 

The Battering Tiain and the Engineer De- 
paitment alone, wereutteily disproportioned to 
the strength of the anny, to its general com- 
pleteness, and to the magnitude and importance 
imperfect of the service on which it was to be employed 
Batte°nng C For the deficiency in the foirner it would be 
Trmn ’ difficult to account The long lows of un- 
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mounted cannon of different calibres, laying CHAP, 
useless iu all directions, along the lampaits of 
our Fortresses, sufficiently attest that theieis 1817. 
no want of guns to fonu the laigest Batteimg 
Tram, if it were thought advisable to make use 
of them , and to a person acquainted with the 
wealth of our well-stored Arsenals, it will ap- 
pear matter of astonishment, as well as regret, 
that what was diguified, with the appellation 
of a Battering Train, with the first, second, 
and third divisions of the Army of the Deckan, 
consisted of only two 18-pounders and two 12- 
pounders, two 8-iuch mortars and two 8-mch 
howitzers , , > 1 ,, 

The Engineer, Department with these divi- 
sions was similarly .constituted A few scaling 
ladders, intrenching tools for fifty men, with ” n ^° f e ‘j| e 
two or three platform carts . containing small De P art - 
stoies, formed the Engineer Park None of 
the peculiar tools or implements required m 
Mining, or in the Sap, were provided Nor was 
there any equipment of Pontoons, or of other 
stores useful for the Military Passage of Rivers. 

Those, although thought indispensable m Eu- 
rope, have never been supplied in India, either 
because they have been deemed unnecessary, 
or because it may have been thought that the 
advantage to be derived from them would not 
sufficiently repay the expense of transporting 
them 
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CI1AP. To those, who are acquainted with the large 
proportion of Engineer’s stores of every descrjp- 
1817 tion, usually carried with the Continental armies, 

and recently with our own, towards the close of 
the Peninsular war, and subsequently m the 
operations of the Duke of Wellington m France, 
the above detail of stores, accompanying the 
Madras divisions, must appear insignificant 
beyond expression. In the other divisions, 
composed partly of Bengal' and Bombay troops, 
and furnished with equipments from those Pre- 
sidencies, the Battering Tram and Engineer 
Department, although very imperfect, were 
more respectable than with the three former 
divisions' The Battering Tram with the fourth 
division and reserve, consisted of six 18- 
/, ' poundeis, 1 the same number '6f 12-poundeis, 

1 besides heavy iliortarS aUd howitzers, and the 
Engineer Park was also' tolerably supplied 
ignorance ' The want of Engineer Soldiers at the opening 
dicrs at of the campaign, and the steps which were taken 
the EUigu to obviate this evil, by embodying a few Eu- 
partment ropeans and Native Pioneers, havebeen detailed 
m the preliminary Chapter, but it may not’ be 
amiss to repeat here,' that the Europeans knew 
nothing of the duties’ they were thus suddenly 
called on to perform, and that the Natives, 
although accustomed to work, were as ignorant 
1 of every branch of Engmeermgas the Europeans 
In the fourth, fifth, and reserve divisions, even 
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tins assistance line w anting, and the Engined s C1IAP 
had to depend for all siege operations solely on 
the Pioneers 3817 

The first. mo\emcn(s of (hctioopsiu August, Wnnt ° r 

1 *- mennj for 

brought into pi oniinciil notice, the impel feet tiici’m 
state of the Department in one ot its most ini- liners 
poitanl branches, and the thud Chaplei of 
Colonel Blacker s Memoir abounds m instances 
of the progress of the troops being delated In 
the nnnieroiis ^mnll streams which intersect 
this pait of the Deckan r i he aid of the En- 
gineer Department to oicirome these obstacles 
was onh called for in one instance, -alien they 
wcic sent forward in Septemhei, to picpaie 
means foi throwing the adianced dnision over 
the Taptcc 

As their w ci e no Pontoons, and no timbei 
for forming the supei structure of a. hi idgc, if it 
had been attempted to construct one with the 
common country boats, winch were to be pro- 
cured on the rivci, a flying budge was tin onh 
lesource, and tins was efiected by drawinga 
stiong sheerhne across thcuvei, along which 
the boats plied Bnl e\eu this budge proied 
useless, foi the advanced dnistou lias stopped 
mils progress fiom Jaulnah tow arris the l' iptee, 
by a small intci veiling stream (the Poornah), foi 
a passage across which, no meins had In < n 
provided 

Immediately after tins operation, tin' Engi- 
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CHAR mg the flank of the troops occupying it, and 
V J[^ / taking it m reverse Tlie center brigade was 
1617 a ^ ac k the enemy’s centei, and to endea- 
vour to occupy the Snccaderry, a pagoda, and 
extensive walled garden, with a tank, which 
was immediately in rear of the Pettall which 
the enemy occupied ; and the two brigades 
when in possession of the Arsenal and Succa- 
deiry, were to establish a communication with 
each other At the same time, the cavalry add 
light brigade were to attack the enemy’s left, On 
winch* their lidrsd were posted, and the cavaliy 
were also to try to gam the Snccaderry tank, 
m order to attack the enemy m flank and rear. 
T^his plan, howevei, was not carried into execu- 
tion, for on the 1 6th the enemy abandoned 1 this 
ground, with the exception of the Arsenal and 
14-gun Battery, of which they still ' retained 
possession, and occupied a much weaker posi- 
tion with their right on the NagNuddee, a small 
stream which runs to the South of the City, hav- 
ing the Succaderry garden and tank irt their 
fiont They had also batteries distributed 
along their litie,in the center, and on both flanks 
On the signal being given for moving forward, 
the Arsenal was Occupied almost withoutoppo- 
sition by the left brigade' On the heads of the 
other columns ciossing the avenue which 1 leads 
from the Succaderry to the City, the enemy’s 
centei battery near the tank opened on them, 
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and immediately aftonvaids the batteries on tim CHAP 
enemy V right. The latter woic stormed hy the 
right and eentei brigades, and the rcseivo, at 
the same tune carried the battery near the tank 
The cavalry attacked llie enemy’s left flank, 
and, having carried the battery defending it, 
pursued the enemy, who fled m all directions, 
seven miles 

Immediately after the battle which has been frepn 

thus briefly described, a body of the Nngpoor tin. ntnek 

Infantry, estimated atGOOO men, and of whom poor 

one third were Arab mcreonaries, occupied’ the 

city, and as (bey lefused to eiaeuate it, but 

on \ cr\ unreasonable terms, it became ncces. 

• * 

sarj to dislodge tluin by force of arms 

Nasrpoor is situated m an extensne plain, Tint cu% 

, . 1 ilccnbr.I 

and is, ’strictly speaking, an open eit\ A ram- 
part in the usual Natne style, with occasional 
round Towers, bad on some fmmer occasion 
been commenced, but has m no place been 
earned to a greater height than eight feel, and 
is m general less The extent of the city, as de- 
fined by this unfinished rampart, is seal cely three 
miles, but the suburbs, w Inch run close up to the 
citv wall, aic not less than seien miles m cm- 
cu inference, extending chiefly on the North and 
East sides, and not exceeding 400 \ards m 
depth on the West and South (See Pi ati II) 

The strength of tin* position, and on which 
the Arabs depended, consists m the numerous 
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CHAP, stone buildings, situated in different parts of 
the city and suburbs, most of which are capa- 
-,g 17 hie of defence Of these the most important is 
the old Palace, an extensive square -work Hank- 
ed with lowers, and of a considerable height It 
is situated towards the S W.- angle of the city, 
at a distance of about 250 yards from either the 
South or West side ; and as from its central po- 
sition, and superior height, it in some degree 
commands the whole city, it necessarily became 
the object of our attack From the foregoing 
description of its situation, and the extent of 
the suburbs around it, the choice of the direc- 
4ion of the attack evidently lay between the 
.South and West sides 

. On the former, immediately outside of the 
unfinished wall, the Toolsee Bang, an melosure 
with some stiong buildings, which could be 
easily gamed, would afford considerable facility 
to an attack ; but from that point the advance 
would be difficult, through narrow winding 
streets, defended by a numbei of stiong houses 
on both sides, and it would be previously ne- 
eessaiy to carrj r the Grand Fort (marked O), 
an old Citadel capable of defence, which Hanks 
, the light ot any approach directed on the 
Palace from this quarter 

On the West side, the bank of a large Lake 
.called the Jooma* Taloo, affords an advantage 

* Jooma signifies Friday, and Taloo is the Hindoslonce 
wood for a Lake 
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to assailants not to be overlooked ' This Lake, CHAP 
or as it is termed m Indian phraseology, "this V J[^ 
Tankf which extends from the base of the ^7 
Seetabuldee lull to the suburbs on the '"West 
side of the city, is m shape nearly a parallelo- 
gram, about 1300 yards long and 500 wide 
The banks or bunds, formed of masonry and 
earth, are sufficiently high to afford cover to 
tioops, especially on the city side, where they 
command the whole intermediate spacebetween 
theTauk and the Palace The principal and 
widest street in the city ruus immediately from 
the East bund to the Palace, and at about 350 
yards from the former, passes through an arched 
gateway of brick, called the Jooma Durwasee, 
which is situated immediately behind the city 
wall, in a portion of an old rampart which 
remains complete The mam street, leading 
through this gateway, is bordered only by low 
shops, and affords a comparatively easy access 
This side wac therefore considered the most 
eligible for the attack, although it would be 
necessary to breach and occupy the Jooma 
Durwasee, which intervened between the band 
and the Palace 

PROJECT OF ATTACK. 

Under these circumstances, it was proposed, 
that the first approach should be made along 
the SouthsideoftheTank, and havimr intrench- 
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CHAP ed fchfe East bund 'of. it, >to convert (part -■ of it 
opposite the Jooma Durwasee into a battery for 
1817 destroying that’ work ; and this was deemed 
essential, although (the city wdll, 100 yards to 
thfeinght' and Heft of. it, !was not eightTeetdngli, 
and might havebeeh easily occupied, because, 
from /the gateway the 'revetment of 'the Palace 
was seen to the <very bottom, While from'iany 
other part, lticould (hardly* be seen at all The 
Jooma Dui.wasee being breached, lt.waspro- 
iposed'to) make a lodgment on .its rums, .and in 
itheAvdlls and houses; on either side, and fiom 
thence>to batter the ’Palace 1 Tlns<edifice once 
in oui hauds"Would m all -piobabihty oblige 
the .enemy to ’evacuate the city 1 , but -in the 
event of their (persevering ’to 'hold 1 posses- 
^siornof any'dthef’principal buildings, it would 
then become necessary to reduce >them iby 
bombardment, or by breaching, according to 
arrangements -to < be subsequently formed, the 
information regarding 'the interior of >the 'city 
bbing only 'Sufficieritifbr theJformation of'a.plan 
do gam possessiomof the Palace 'All the bat- 
tering 'tiain, teWcept (few /howitzers, .having 
been thiown into Elhchipoor, oh theirapid ad- 
vance of the Division fiom that place, a certain 
number of the enemy’s guns, taken on the ldtb, 
were selected foi the operations about to (com- 
mence They were of inadequate calibre, being 
principally 6 and 7 pounders, as the large 
guns weie consideied unsafe 
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December Ihc 19th CIJAP. 

The requisite materials having been prepnr- 
od, The Gist advance was made during the 
moi mng, from the Sectabuldee lull, to the point 
where a battery foi two howitzers for bom- in m n 
barding the city, and an mtrcnchmcnl for a 
suflirient number of men for its security, weie 
constructed This work, winch brought us to 
within about 1000 yards of the Palace, was 
completed m four hours without any loss 
Dcccmbci 20 Hi 

This morning a second ad\ance was made 
along the bund of the Tank ; this shewed how 
very inadequate the means in the Engineer 
Denartmentm this country are to the duties of 
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CHAP plete the Establishment, until the European 
Sappers and Miners had intrenched themselves 
lgl7 During this day, the whole of the East bund 
plate ii of the Tank was intrenched, and Battery No. 1, 
of four guns, to bombard the town and dislodge 
the enemy from different buildings, was traced 
out and completed ; and m the operation an 
Eugmeei Officer was slightly wounded When 
the battery opened, the detachments under 
Colonel Scotland Major Pitman, advanced and 
occupied the positions b and c, and a company 
moved from b to a 

During the night, Battery No 2, to lay open 
the gate and destroy the defences in its neigh- 
bouihood, was completed for five of the ene- 
my’s captuied guns 

December 2 1 si 


All opeiations were suspended during some 
negociations which were carrying on 
December 22 nd . 


The trenches were perfected, and the enemy 
dislodged from the houses lying between the 
bund and the gateway Dui mg the evening, 
Battery* No 2 opened on the defences of the 
wall of the city, opposite the tienches, and on 
the gateway, to batter it Although the guns 
were equal to this, it was evident, after a few 
salvos, that it would be impossible to bleach 
,tbe Palace with them, at that distance 
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Dt ccmbcr 2fb //. ell vp 

I In Itt « ai li of lln' dooma 1 ) iirw asee was ren- 
(lend pint tienble, and materials piepared for 
forming a lodgment in il A good d<\il of rain 
fell tills night 

December C Uft 

M il* rials for forming n lodgment hn\ mg boon 
pr< pared, an attack was ordered to be made on 
the doomn I)urwn v <t, at 1*2 o’< lock Colonel 
S< ott and Minor Pitman wi re direc ted to make 
a simultaneous nd\niice at the same hour, to 
dispossess tin enemy of se\i rd strong hotisjs 
m their front, and to proem e better ecner for 
tin ir troops For this purpose tin fornn r was 
to occupy Too1s(h Iking, and the hitter a large 
e\t< iimic buildimr (No r>) 

The column for the Morin of the breach, Arranpr 

mrnt* lor 

consisted of 23 European Sappers and Miners, iiicn««auit 
one company II M Iloyal .Scots, and ine 
( omp.uues of Naim* Infantry, yy ith the Pioneers 
proy idl’d y\ ith the uei cssary materials and m- 
trem lung tools for forming a lodgment ; m tin 
trendies yyas a rescr\e of one company of Eu- 
ropeans, and four < ompanies of Natn e Infantry 

On the sign d being gn cn, the diflerent par - 1 aiinrc of 
ties adyanced, and Colonel Scott and Major ,licn,tack 
Pitman succeeded in occupying the positions 
assigned to them, hut the attack on the breach 
faded, uolw ithslandmg it yyas pei fectly prac- 
ticable, as tin Pioneers yyhu earned the male- 
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CHAP- rials got into confusion, and the Europeans who 
led, could not be persuaded to pass the top of 
the breach to annihilate the Arab party (guard- 
ing at, . who were so completely surprised, that 
they were found drinking coffee and warming 
themselves around a fire., But they soon col- 
lected in great bodias, and (Obliged the column, 
after remaining at thetop of the breach for some 
time, to retire with considerable .loss , the 
Officer who commanded the company of H.M 
Royals, i and the only one with them, being 
killed in the inside of the breach, the Senior 
Engineer severely wounded, and a large pro- 
portion <of >the>Sappers and Miners disabled, 
i he enemy • After this failure, it was decided to wait for 
evacuate the battering guns, and m the interim the Arabs 
the place n {ag 0cia ted to evacuate the city, receiving all 
their arreais of pay, and it was agreed that a 
'British Officer should be sent with them as a 
safeconduct to the frontiers of ,Khandesh ( 
iThe state of the Engineer and Artillery De- 
partment, .at the attack on,Nagpoor were— 

' ENGINEER DEPARTMENT 

i i < 

Lieut. Davies, Command 5 -Engineer, severely wounded 
Ensign Nattes, - - Staff - - slightly ivounded 

< SAPPERS AND MINERS 
3 Sei^eants 
3 Corporals 
11 *'28 Privates 
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3 Havildars J\ - 

, 2 Naigues k Natives. , , 

, < 28 Pnvates \ 

■ ' [( i’ 1 

1 The Engineer stores consisted of ,1400 saud 
bags, , and (the only intrenching tools were snch 
as could, ( be' collected from the .Regiments of 
4he Line.' ’ r J ,i 

, , .ARTILLERY , ' , 


CHAP 

II 

1817 


Lieutenant-Colonel Crosdill, Commanding 
Major Weldon, (Commissary t of. Stores 
Major Goreliam, .wounded slightly 
Captam Poignand, Brigade Major 
Lieutenant Maxwell 

„ Coull, wounded severely 

„ d^ey 

„ King 

G 'Serjeants' 

G9 Rank and 'File 

' 2 Heavy 5^-mch Howitzeis > 

1 (Light ditto 
r 7 ,G-pounders 
- 4 brass ^pounders 

1 ditto 12-pounder 
1 ditto 15-pounder 
150 shells For the 5l-mch Howitzers, besides the 
complement m the Tumbrils 


the enemy’s guns m’Bdttery 


The ammunition used, besides the shells 
above-mentioned, was what bad been taken 
from the enemy, which pioved to be of a very 
bad quality 


i‘i 
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REFLECTIONS 

The failure before the open city of Nagpoor 
has given rise to great discussion, and the wis- 
dom of the operations pursued has been much 
called in question, but it is to be apprehended, 
that these doubts have originated solely m the 
bad success which attended it, and not m any 
due examination of the merits or demerits of 
the plan. i ■ 

The principal leasons, which induced the 
ing Nag- Commanding Engineer to propose the West 
Wcst°side° side for the dn ection of the attack, in preference 
to approaching by the low ground which sur- 
lounds the rest of the ciiy, were— 1st The 
excellent approach offered by the bund for 
embankment) of the Tank, which afforded na- 
tuial cover to within 550 yards of the Palace 
2nd That owing to the superior height of the 
bund, the houses between our trenches and the 
city wall would be rendered untenable by the 
Garrison. 3rd That the first batteries could 
be easily constructed by merely cutting embra- 
sures through the bund ,a consideration which, 
in the impel feet state, of the Engineer Depart- 
ment, was of no small importance There is no 
doubt that the Palace was the object to be 
gained, not only as the pnncipal post, but as 
the easiest to be assailed, and if the propriety 
of opening trenches against it be conceded, the 
above consideiations must appear conclusive, 


CHAP 

II 

1817 


Reasons 



ATTACK OF NAGPOOR 


45 


as to the supenor advantages offered by an ap-CFIAP 
proach on the West side ; but it is against an 
ultenor part of the plan, that the strongest ob- -jgj- 
jections have been urged, and one writer, of 
deservedly high authority, has not scrupled to 
assert, not only that the occupation of the Joo- 
nia Durwasee was injudicious, but that it was 
undertaken against the Commanding General's 
better judgment, at the earnest solicitations of 
his Engineer. The first part of the question, 
as to the propriety or otherwise of the measure, 
affords reasonable matter for argument, but we 
may pass over the latter, as a gratuitous asser- 
tion, in direct contradiction to the tenour of the 
General’s public dispatches, and which, even if 
founded on fact, could only tend to prejudice 
the fair investigation of the subject 

Lieut -Colonel Blacker, the author to whom n cnt cot 
I allude, and who has bestowed upon the attack finctnrcs 
on the Jooma Durwasee his most unqualified oflmack’ 1 
censure, appears to honour with ins approba- Dotlccd 
tion the previous operation of occupying the 
bund of the Tank, and also the ulterioi object 
of obtaining possession of the Palace Now as 
the Palace could not be breached from the 
bund itself, uorfiomauy other point on that 
side, excepting the intermediate position of the 
Jooma Durwasee, an attack upon that posi- 
tion became an indispensable part of the gene- 
ral plan of operation, which seems to have been 
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CH'AiP ’approved* by> Cblonel Blacker himself* He has 
not favoured dus readers by- explaining wliat'he, 
lgl7 , himself would' have suggested' m preference to 
tlie mode of attack actually attempted ; but it 
is evident, that after the bund' was occupied 1 
with ai view to> operations against the • Bal&ce; 
it< would' have been' theiheiglit of absuidity 
to have remained * idle ahd‘ inactive in the 


former position. In fact, 1 after having beaten 
the enemy’s 1 army in the field, Genei a! Do veton 
had' only one alternative either tfcr wait until 
the whole of his battering traim and Engineer 
stores were’ brought up, which 1 would' have 
occasioned a delay of 1 at least fifteen days ;■ or 
to commence an immediate attack with the inr 


pei fect> means he had 1 upon the spot! He chose 
the latter, m prefeience, as the more vigoious 
measure, and after having made this decision, 
he could' not;, witlrany degiee of consistency, 
have acted otherwise than he did ' 1 " 


To recapitulate, andstate more in detail, tlie 
leasons in favout of the attack on the Jooma 


Durwasee, they were as follows — 1st It was 
the only spot, from whence the' bottom 1 of the 
walls of the Palace could be distinctly seen, as 
at every other part' a large mass of houses in- 
tervenes, without previously levelling which, 
it would have been impossible to effect a prac- 
ticable- breach 2nd There were no large 
buildings in fiont of the Jooma Dunvasee, 
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sufficiently near tOTt, from ivhence our troops, CHAP 
after occupying that work,, and 'lodging them- 
selves also 1 on the right and 1 left of it, could have 
been annoyed by the enemy , 3rd The esta- 
blishment on the Jooma Dnrwasee could) be 
made under the' protection of our battery and 
benches on the bund of the Tank 

It has been assei ted, on the other hand, that 
eveu had the assault on that position succeeded, 
the troops would have found no cover, but at 
the gateway, a very confined space, andt within 
the city walls But it has been forgotten by 
those, who urge this objection, that the space 
between the bund andt the gateway was a su- 
burb composed of low mud houses, every one 
of which would have afforded cover; that this 
suburb extended omboth sides of the road suf- 
ficiently to lodge the whole Division, had it 
been thought advisable to occupy it , and that 
the low wall of the city itself, not eight feet high, 
was excellent cover, and could , easily have 
been improved, so as to answei every puipose 
of a parallel 

* The friends of Lieut -Colonel Blacker, and of Lieut 
Davies, the Commanding Engineer before Nagpoor, who 
was killed next year in the execution of his duty, must 
equally lament, that the former, in stating his objections to 
the plan of attack now under discussion, should have ex- 
pressed himself m language by no means respectful to the 
memory of the latter Whilst he acknowledges some of 
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CHAP The foregoing considerations will possibly 
lead to the conclusion, that the general plan 
1817. was ^ ie most judicious, perhaps the only one 
that could be adopted. To some of the details 
Remark* objections might be' raised The utility of the 
cxecntion lodgement made on the first day (at a), might 

of the plan , , 

of attack be called in question; and the time which was 
spent on thi3 operation, might perhaps have 
been better employed, by occupying at once 
the East bund of the Tank Anothei airange- 
ment of the storming party might have led to a 
different result. The leading men should have 
been directed to occupy, and obtain cover m 
the houses between our trenches and the gate- 
way, and to the right and left of the latter , and 
the storming party would then have been better 
supported, and even if repulsed, much ground 

those high military qualities, by which Lieut. Davies was dis- 
tinguished, he applies to him the epithet “ petulant,” on an 
occasion, and in a manner, which to the general reader, un- 
acquainted \\ ith either of the parties, will probably appear 
unworthy of the dignity of Military history Lieut Davies 
certainly possessed great firmness and decision, and when 
called upon as the Commanding Engineer of the Division, to 
give his opinion on points of duty, he did so with that plain 
dealing and energy, which characterised his manly and ar- 
dent mind, but assuredly no man was less deserving of the 
implied reproach of want of temper or of manner, which Col 
Blacker hus thus gratuitously thrown out against him, and 
which no doubt that distinguished Officer will be glad to 
cancel, for his own credit, if n second edition of his useful 
uorh should he required 
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would still have been gained The party of CHAP 
Europeans should have been strongei, and they v _J^ / 
should have been fresh men The company 
employed had been on duty twenty-foui hours, 
and had been exposed dtiimg the whole of a 
cold night, in wet trenches, to a heavy ram ; 
and these two cncumstances, ( their small num- 
bei, and the fatigue they had undeigoue, will 
pei haps be thought more naturally to account 
for their backwardness, than the leason assign- 
ed by Colonel Blacker, that “ they saw no 
“ advantage to be obtained,” in going forwaid ; 
a feeling fortunately little known to British 
tioops, and which if a* common one, would 
oblige a Geneial, before he attempted any ma- 
noeuvre, to submit the propriety of it, to the 
wisdom of his aimy foi their decision " The 
misbehaviour of the Europeans on this occasion 
may be thought a delicate subject, and it would 
be so, if the reputation of one of the most dis- 
tinguished Regiments in the service could be 
supposed to suffer, by the misconduct of a few 
of then number*, and if that misconduct had 
not been nobly' redeemed by the gallantry of 
their leader, winch called forth fi om his enemies 
the highest encomiums, and to which they paid 
the only homage m then power, that of sending 
out a flag of truce, that his remains left in the 
inside of the breach might be carried away 
If we had been successful m obtaining pos- 

D 
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CHAP session of the Palace, it might hav<S'been diffi- 
cult and tedious to dispossess the Arabs of 
oilier parts of the city, for ive must have trusted 
to the effects of bombaidment, had the sei vice 
been provided with efficient Miners, a speedier 
teimination might have been anticipated, for 
brave as the Arabs are, the desti uction of a feu 
of then stiong diolds by mines, would doubt* 
Jess have convinced them of the inutility of 
fm ther lesistance. The defence they made 
would have done credit to European tioops, 
and, but m one instance, do they appear to have 
neglected taking c\ery advantage which the 
nature of their position afforded them, they 
might haveietaided our occupation of the East 
bund of the Tank, which they allowed us to 
mtiCnch, almost without opposition 
, These reflections on the conduct of the siege 
of Nagpooi, cannot be closed better than by the 
following extract from a letter from.Brigadiei- 
Genqial Doveton, to the Adjutant-General of 
the ai my 

Extnct ' “I avail myself of this oppoitunity also of 
Brigadier- “ bunging to His Excellency the Commander- 
Doveion’* in-Chiefs favourable notice, the exemplary 
lettei i i conduct and exertions of the corps of Sappers 
“<amTMjneis,iandof the detachment of Foot 
“ Artillery, -< during I the seveial operations 
“ against the city of Nagpoor, subsequent to 
“ the action of the ]6fb of Derembei 
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- “ Had it liot been for the uUcommOn bxei- CIlAP. 
“ tions Of Lieutenants DaVieS arid Nattes of the 
“ Engineers, and of the men of the formei of 
“ these Corps^ we should never have been able 
“ tb early oh our approaches in the lapid raan- 
“ iiei* they wei e Their consequent fatigue and 
* eXertiOns were therefore prdpoitionably great, 

“ and prove to my entire conviction, that this 
“ particular aim only requires an adequate m- 
“ crease to render the most essential service fo 
“ the ptiblic interest ” 

The Aiabs, dgieeably tb treaty, evacuated 
the city early m the month of January, and 
Were accompanied by a Biitisb officer* to the 
Eastern frontier of Khandesh, which province, 
though nominally divided undei the rule of the 
different Mabratta PoWers, was m reality, 
almost entirely in the possession of these bold 
and enterprising adventurei s. They were fol- 
lowed by thfe Second Division, which broke up 
from Nagpoor 'on the 22d of January, and pro- 
ceeded by" slow marches to the WestWaid, 
through the valley of Berai, by the route of 
Ellichipoor In then progress, the two’ lull 
Fortresses of GuyalgliUr and Nanalla, situatbd 
Oil the summit of the lofty mountains i^hich 
form the Northern boundary of that valley, and 

I f t » i ;1 r j 

* Lieutenant Sheriff The Arabs on parting with him, in a 
mariner equally honorable to both parties, forced on his 
acceptance a present, in testimony of their regard and estriem 

2 D 
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CHAP, belonging to the, Rajah of Nagpoor, weipsum- 
moned and suirendered Both of these places 
1818 are f° imi( i a ble .from their situation, and the 
fanner was ahvays consideied impregnable by 
the Natives, till.it was taken by stoim by the 
English Aimy ,under u Colonel Wellesley, an the 
Mahratta Aval of/1802, and this, doubtless was 
the cause of the.ieady obedience Avhich was 
paid* to. the Rajah’s order for then .sunender, 
of which Bngadiei-Geneial Doveton Avas tile 
beaiei. After occupyiug these places, and 
some others on, the_ plain, which belonged to 
the Rajah, and Avlncln at first shelved symp- 
toms of resistance,., the Division entered, Khan- 
desli, and reached Ootian, a place m that 
province, in the .middle of, Febiuaiy, Avheie 
they remained to await the appioach of the 
first Division, ivith Avhich a junction was to be 
formed. < ,, , 

victory of The first and .third Divisions, it is almost 

ManW ' 

poor unnecessary to relate, had cios$ed the Ner- 
buddah, and entered Malwa, the lattei m the 
middle of November, and the former, in the 
beginning of Decembei, 1817, and shoitly 
afterwards the combined Divisions encounteied 
and defeated the Ai my of Mulhar Row Ilolkar 
at Malndpoor This decisive and glorious 
victory, which lendeied unnecessary any fur- 
ther opeiations m tins part of India, except to 
pm sue the flying and broken bodies of Pin- 
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flames, Mas quickly followed by IheTieaty of CHAP 
Mundissooi, negociated by Sn John Malcolm, 
between the British Government and Mulliai -jg^g 
Row Ilolkar, by which that Prince’s territories 
weregieatly reduced, and the Bntish supre- And Trca 
macy acknowledged and secured By one ofdis°oor Un 
the Articles in that Treaty, all Iiolkar’s pos- 
sessions in Khandesh, u ere ceded to the 
English, and oideis foi the smrendei of the 
diffeient places were deliveied to Lieutenant- 
General Sir Thomas Hislop, the Commander- 
m-Cluef, who, shoitly aftei it was latified, 
returned with the fii st Division to the Peckan 
The Division crossed the Taptee on the 20 th of 
Februaiy, and a copy of the Older for its sui- 
lendei, Mas sent to the Killedar of Talnen, oneiiic Kiiic 
of the places m question, situated on the banks Taincir 
of this River The 01 der, however, was dis- oijeTnol- 
legarded, and the Garrison having fired on the fo r r * n %cn r 
advanced guard, which came within reach of ^sI^Tho 
the guns of the Fort, all hopes, of passing it by ma5H,slo P 
without notice, were at an end, and as the Di- 
vision was without a battenng tiam, the Com- 
mandei -111-Chief determined to attempt its 
1 eduction by a coup-de-mam 

ATTACK Or THE PORT OF TALNEIR 
The Ensauecis on reconnoitiing the Foit , Descnp- 

° of tlieFort 

found it situated on a knoll, but with the ground ofTaineir 
around it so intersected by lavmes, through IplateIII 
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CHAP which ioad$ generally iun, that cannon might 
bo brought under covei to within 100 yards of 
3818 Hid place Tiie Taptee defends one side, and 
on the other three, there is a hollow way about 
150 yards wide The inclosure is a wall of 
masoniy, about GO feet high flanked by square 
and round towers The entrance is on the East 
side, of difficult access, having several tiaterses 
of mud and masonry, and five gates The 
huts of the town approach to within musket 
shot of the walls 

About 10 o’clock a m an emplacement was 
fonned, and two 0-poundeis, and two 5t-inch 
howitzers, piotected by the piquets of the 
Division, were brought up to (q), to play on the 
„ defence near the gateway. 

About 2 p.m. tw'o 0-pouuders were placed at 
(b), at 120 yards distance, to rum the thin para- 
pets of the traverses of the gateway, and render 
them untenable ; shortly after, a howitzei was 
lemoved, and placed at (c), and a few lockets 
were thrown into thaplace. The storming party, 
cousistingof three guns of the Horse Artillery, 
to blow open the gates , the flank companies of 
the Royal Scots and Madras European Regi- 
ment, and the detachment of the Rifle Corps, 
w r as formed at the same tune, at (a ) , the firing 
had considerable effect on the mud parapets, 
and. between 4 and 5 pm the enemy having 
called foi quartei, the stoimmg party advanced, 
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and met the Killedai m the gateway, coming CHAP 
out to negociate terms ; he was sent on to 
Head Quaiters, aud the pai tv advanced Two j^g 
gates weie burst open without any lesistance 
being offeied, two were altogethei unclosed, 
and at the last, some officeis and grenadiers 
entered by the wicket, and the latter attempt- 
ing to disaim the Aiabs by force, who are 
lemaikably punctilious m the preservation of 
then arms, an affiay. took place, in which all 
our party who entered, weie killed or wounded 
At length, the lemamdei of the storming party 
succeeded in foicmg then wav tlnough the 
wicket, and eveiy man in the Foit was put to 
the swoid 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT 
Lieut Anderson, Madras Engineers, seVet ely wounded 
„ T H Elliott, Royal Engineer, doing duty 
„ Pnrton, Madias Engineers 

REFLECTIONS 

This operation offers little subject foi pio- 
tessional reflections The Fort of Talnen is of 
tnfling strength, owing to thebrokeuness of the 
giound aiound it, which affords covei m eieiy 
direction, and on the side of the river, up to the 
veiy walls of the Fort, and with this defect, it 
could make little defence against a legulai 
attack with sufficient means Its principal " 
stiength lies in the constiuction of the inteiiOr 
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CHAP of the Foit, winch (ns is often the case with 

T T N 

places similarly situated), is a solid mass of 
1818 car * ; l , » xi'idi higher tlian the surrounding coun- 
try; upon which, the rampart and paiapet, 
perhaps 11 feet high, aie raised, and these are 
the only parts not solid , so that m battering 
the exterior walls, which are 60 feet high, the 
shot would bury themselves m an enormous 
mound of earth But this would have been no 
obstacle against Mining, and thismethod, which 
would have been as expeditious ns the one pur- 
sued, might have been tried on the present oc- 
casion, but, there being neither a Miner, nor a 
mining tool m the Division, nor even a scaling 
ladder, there was no lesource but to attempt an 
entrance by the gateways Like most of the 
Forts in this part of India, the gateway w\ns the 
Bcc platr strongest part, and (as will be seen by reference 
to the plan of it) considerable pains had been 
bestowed, and apparently with great success, 
on pieserving a pioper flanking defence on the 
different passages, and if the gateway had 
been defended with the usual obstinacy and 
resolution of the Arabs, it seems doubtful how 
far a passage could have been forced through 
the four inner ones, even aftei the outer gate 
„ , had been battei ed down 

Remarks 

ontho un- Foi tunalely, no resistance w r as offered, and 
affray, that it is a strong piesumplion against the tieachery 
et°TaFnen- C imputed to the Arabs, that the advantages they 
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could hope to gam from it, were not to be CRAP 
compared to what they might expect, by an n 
open resistance from the ramparts, which com- 
mand the passages between the outer and mner 
gates By the former, they might destroy the 
first few who entered the wicket By the latter, 
supposing the gates to have been shut, the 
whole of the principal Staff of the Army, who 
were pent up with the storming party in this 
narrow space, must have remained exposed to 
the unerring aim of the Arab matchlocks, 
while a gun was dragged up this steep ascent, 
to blow open the successive gateways On the 
justice of the sentence passed on the Killedar 
and his Arab Commander, and on our right to 
inflict it, were I qualified to pass an opinion, I 
should feel little disposed to do so ; but I may 
be permitted to deplore, m common with all 
friends of humanity, that some Ambassador 
more polished than a British Grenadier, and 
one acquainted with the language and customs 
of the Arabs, had not preceded the storming 
party, to explain to them the terms on which 
they were to be admitted to quarter, and to 
prevent the possibility of such an affray as that 
which took place, and the loss of lives that 
necessarily resulted from it 

After the reduction of Talneir, a junction Farther 
was effected between the farst and third Dm- of thefi°rst 
sions, and they proceeded thiougli Khandesh Division* 
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CHAP into tlic valley of the Godnveiy, which they 
cuteicd by the pass of Chandore The Fortress 
jg]g winch guards this pass, together with that of 
Gaulna, both belonging to Hoikai, surrendered 
to the British Army without resistance After 
an meflecttia! attempt to come up with the 
Pcislnvah, the Head Quatters proceeded to 
Aurangabad, when His Excellency Sn Thomas 

tiiciicckan H ,9 1°P resigned the chief command, and the 
!irokcnn|) Aiiny of the Deckan was bioken up. 

The second Division reverted to its old de- 
l’rrpnrn- sip-nation of the Hydeiabad Subsidiary Force, 

tlons for ° . . , . 

rcdnchic and as such, the main part of it was employed 
will's i or in the pursuit of the Pcislnvah, while a detach- 
iresses men ^ amounting to about 900 firelocks,- with 
the battering train, was ordered to undertake 
the reduction of tiiat Prince’s Forti esses, and 
then operations will form the subject of a sub- 
sequent Chapter 


CHAPTER III 

SILGL OJ'EHA'IIONS 01 THE RESERVE DIVISION 
SINGHUR.— EELGAUM — SHOLAPOOR 
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occasions, but particularly at the battle of CHAP 
Kirkee, and the defence of Corygaum, a lesson, 
which piobably convinced him, that his best 1818 
chance of success lather lay in hairassing our 
troops by the lapidity of his movements, than 
by attacking even our smallest bodies on the 
plain Shortly after the gallant defenders of Cory- 
gaum had effected then retreat to Serrooi, the 
combined Divisions had proceeded against Sat- 
tarah, which suriendered without opposition? 
and immediately afterwaids the fourth Division 
commenced anew their pui suit of the Peishwah, 
while the Reseive was oidered to undertake the 
1 eduction of such of his Fortresses, as lay m 
their line of operation, for which seivice they 
were particularly oiganized. 

The strength of the Reserve was as follows : 

Artillery, Madras and Bombay - 194 
Madras Native Infantry - - - 1775 
Bombay Native Infantry - - - 1776 
Pioneers, Madras and Bombay - 350 

Forming- a Total of - 4095 
ATTACK OF SINGHUR 
The fiist object of then attack was Singhur, 
which place they reached on the 20th February, 

1818, and immediately invested it; the mam 
body taking up its ground in the valley to the 
Southward of the Fort, with the exception of 
the 2d battalion of the 9th Regiment of Bombay 
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CHAP. Native Infantry, and a party of Horse, who 
were sent to invest the Northern side 
1818 The Foi t of Singhur is situated about fifteen 
miles South of Poonali, on the summit of a 
Dcscnp- mountain, winch forms the Western ‘extremity 

tion of the , 

Fort of of one of the ranges of bills, running between 
singhur p 00ua | 1 an ]>j eera jj nver Jt is of irregular 

PtATE v ° 

form, being about 3000 yards m its greatest 
length, and 800 in extreme width. It is of great 
strength, paiticularly on the North front, na- 
turehaving lendered it nearly inaccessible m 
almost every point The Poonah gate is the 
only road of approach on this side, and con- 
sists of three separate inclosures, at some dis- 
tance asunder The Foit contains abundance 
of excellent water; and although there are no 
regular bombproofs, the ledges of the rocks 
afford sheltei for a small body of men. The 
gairison consisted of 1200 men. 

RECONNOISSANCE 

Immediately on the investment, theplacewas 
reconnoitred, and it wasdetei mined to establish 
a mortar battery on the Eastern hill, about 800 
yaids distant from the Fort 

February 22 d and 23 d 

Working Party — 360 Pioneers, 300 Dooly bearers 
The working party was employed m collect- 
ing materials for gabions and fascines One 
mortal and one howitzer were placed in position 
on the Eastern hill, as also four moitais and 
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thiee hovntzcis, Huder coiei of a lull S £ of CTIAP 
the Fort, mai ked (b) in the plan On the morn- TIT 
ing of the 23d, a. leconnoissance was made on 
the Western side of the Foit, and possession 
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Feb) nary ‘25th 

The carnages of' the twelve-poundeis broke 
down after a few rounds, but weie leplaced m 
tlie course of the day 

Thc'25lh, at Night 

Working Party — 100 Europeans, 200 Sepoyb, 

1 ’ ’ 200 Pioneers 

The battery at the Western post was i epnired, 
and enlarged for 2 six-pounders, which opened 
their fire next morning The breaching bat- 
teiy (c), intended for 3 eighteen-pounders, was 
commenced, and two-thirds of it prepared foi 
two gnus The European detail, with 60 of 
the Natives, by some mistake omitted to attend 

1 ■ ' February 26th 

1 Working Party. — Europeans, 100 Sepoys, 

>' 1 . Pioneers 

The load to thecentei posfrbreachmg battery 
was completed , 

'The 2 6lh, al Night 1 ' 

Working Party — 100 Europeans, 200 Sepoys, 
l " 1 1 • * ' > 260 Pioneers ' ’ 1 

The bi eachmg battery for two' of thC eigbtecn- 
pounders was finished, and, armed, and a revet- 
ment of gabions . for the third iwas placed bud 
filled, but owing to the, lockmess of the sod, 
fiothmg' further could beadded'tothe thickness 
bf 1 the 'parapet 1 o > < 

’ / ' d February 27 t/n > ■■ 1 * >> 

A fm ther reconnoissance was - made,' and >a 
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spo( to the South East (maiked d m the plan) CHAP 
was fixed upon, foi two additional eighteen- 
pounders, to assist in making the bleach ^gjg 

! The 27 Ih, at Nig ft/ 

Working Party —100 Europeans, 200 Sepoys, 

200 Pioneeis 

The new hattei y (d), for 2 eight een-poundcis, 
was neaily constructed. 

February 20 /// 

Working Party — Europeans, Sepoys, 

60 Pioneers 

The new battery was completed, and aimed 
with 2 eighteen-pounders, which opened then 
in e about 1 0 o’clock next moi mng A howitzei 
was also added A brisk fire was still kept up 
In the enemy 


The 20/7/, at Nig'ht 

Working Party — 100 Europeans, 100 Sepoys, 
100 Pioneers 

The centei post bleaching batteiy w'as le- 
paned, and completed for thiee guns 

March 1st 

About 9 a m. a white flag was hoisted by 
the Garrison, and two Deputies were sent to 
the British camp, foi the purpose of negociatmg 
Articles of capitulation weie drawn up, with 
which they returned During the intei vak the 
fire from our batteries had been suspended, but 
was le-opened from the breaching batteries a 
little aftei noon, no ieply having been leceived 
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CHAP, from' the Foil About 3 p m a messengei 
arnved with a letter, stating that agents, vested 
1818 w,t ^ P oweis to treat, would be immediately 
dispatched, and they accordingly arrived be- 
tween 4 and 5 o’clock , but the Articles could 
not be airanged, and a second communication 
with the Fort took place ■ 

Dunng this time a paitial fire was kept up 
by our batteries, excepting the Eastern post 

. ' > March 3rd 

The batteries, except the Eastern one, opened 
as usual about 8 am. A thud paity from the 
Foit ai rived, and the terms weie fiually ar- 
ranged 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT 
Captain J Nutt, Bombay Engineer, Commanding 
Lieutenant Grant, Madras Engineers 
„ Macleod, Ditto 
,, Athill, Bombay Engineei 

^ ORDNANCE 

4 Iron 18-poUndeis 
2 ditto 12-pounders 
( 2 brass 12-pounders 

1 ditto 10-mch Mortar 
' ' 4 ditto 8-incli Mortars 

c 1 2 ditto 5^-inch Howitzers 

1 There weie expended during the siege,* 1417 
shells, aud 2300 eighteen-pound shot. 1 1 

f i ' ' ' i 

, f REFLECTIONS , 

As is geneially the case with sinnlai For- 
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tresses, (liore remained to f ho Engineer no CHAP 
choice .is to the point to he attached, and the 
positiotisof thebntterics, nloncrequired lhee\er- jgjg 
n<=c of professional talents These appear to 
haw been noil selected, and fortunately our 
fire had the efhet of intimidating the Garrison 
Ilad they shown more resolution, they might 
haw* detained us much longer, hut the defence 
thc\ made was unworlhx of the name. 

While part of the Rescnc Diwsion was thus Opera 
occupied, the remainder of it, commanded by Brigadier 
Brigadier-Gencr d Mnnro, was employed in re- Mnnro 
during the Southern Mali rat ta romitr\, which 
was wholly in the possession of the I’eishw all’s 
adherents, and the Generals first operations 
were crowned with \cn brilliant success The 
attach of lladaumee niaj, m particular, be 
noticed as a rcmarhablc instance of the effect 
produced In the bravery and resolution of our 
troops, in intimidating their enemy, when occu- 
pying an impregnable position After the fall 
of this place, the Diwsion marched to Bel- 
gaum, a Fort situated near the Western Ghauts, 
and which they reached on the 20th of March 
The strength of the Diwsion for the siege 
consisted of— 

2 Squadrons of Dragoons 
A Troops of Twain c Cni airy 
11 Companies of Native Infantry / 

4 Companies of Mysore Regular Infantry 
4 Companies of Pioneers 
L 
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The batlcnng tiain was composed of — 

‘ • * 2 Iron 18-poundcife 

2i Iron 12-poundcr4 
2 Brass 12-pounders. 

2 Heavy Mortars. 

ATTACK OF BELCAUM 
1 On ai i ivmg befoi e the place, the Pettah w as 

Dcscrip occupied, add the Fort reconnoiticd Its shape 

tion of the 1 * 

fort of is ,ui urcgOlai oval, in circumference about 2oO(J 

Bclg-mni, i * 

l 1 1 ati. vi yiirds ; its greatest length being about 900yauls 
from the Flag-stafI Bastion to the Southward 
1 It is silrroitnded by h deep wet ditch, and a 
legulai sloping glacis, with a clear esplanade 
around it of GOO yai^ds The Engmeei , by whom 
the Foit was built, has, apparently, trtistb’d 
entirely to the ditch foi the defence Of the Fast 
add West fronts,' for the greater part of them 
hits been left without any round towbrs, which 
are Only plated on the Noi ill and South fronts; 
nl lilOi former of which is the gateway The 
bthev defences Of the Foit consist of two or 
three'cavalierS, prepared for batleries; one of 
which is dt the North-West angle behind the 
Flag-staff BaktiOn, and has apparently been 
plabed thei'e for the further ’ protection of the 

* In one place Colonel Blacker mentions two 10-pounders 
as tlic complement, but jn bis subsequent remarks be says, 
“ the three iron 18-pounders wore so mu fn the vent, &c ” 
I lm%e adopted the former, as this agrees with the number 
stated to have been in battery 
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entrance into the Fort, which is situated near CHAP 
the Noi th-East angle There are' three gate- 
ways, which,' hfter the Fort was taken, were -j^g 
found to have been 'built up, and barricaded Platevii 
B etween the mnei* and middle gateways, there 
is a nanow causeway across the ditch, protect- 
ed by a small oiltwoik,' with a ! tolerably thick 
rampart, artd'a dry ditch and glacis in front of 
it. The Pettah lies 1 opposite to 1 the West front 
of ’ the Fort, but extends some distance to the 
Northward, wheie are the< remains of an old 
wall, which, aflei covering part of the Pettah 
on that side, takes a 'South-Easterly direction, 
and teriinuates oh the»glaCiB of the Fort, oppo- 
site to tlie«'Flag4taff f Bastion'- 'The garrison 
consisted of 1600 men ' Thei works were well 
supplied with ordnance and stores, and the 
walls, which are veryA substantially built of 
granite,’ and Which i vary from' S5ito 60 feet 
in height, were m godd 1 repair. jp« >.■ i 
Mat eft 2 Otfi 

& battery - for 3 tw elv e-pound eiss was com- 
ihenced' near a mosque, opposite to the North 
face, about 900 yards distant from the Fort, 
andun order to create a diversion] a five-and-a- 
half-inch i mortar, and a six-pounder, opened 
from the Pettah >. u j j ' i 

Mtiich 21 si 

v The battery (a) opened, and' was answered 

byifive guns- from the enemy, butnotuithstand- 

e 2 
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mg' i this supmoiity, the enemy’s fire vas 
almost silenced by the next morning 
Mm ch 22 d> and 23 d. 

Dnimg the night, an enfilading battery (n) 
was completed, situated in the Pettah, about 
6 00 yards from the Flag-staff Bastion, for the 
purpose of enfilading the North face and gate- 
way t A gun opened on it from the cavalier 
behind the Flag-staff Bastion, and the fire of 
the battery (a), was retained fiom the cm tain 
on the left of the gate. 

, March 2 4lh. 

i An approach, was commenced from the 
North-Fast, behind the old Pettah wall, about 
900 yaids distant from the Fort, and was cai- 
iied 140 yards to the Eastward, in the direction 

F F ' . i, 1 '> t ’t 

, > March 2blh 

The appioach nas continued 120 yards, and 
the enemy’s fire appeared neatly silenced. . 
March 26lh 

i ' The enemy opened from the Flag-staff Bat- 
tery, which was supposed to have been nearly 
destroyed by the twelve-pounder battery (a), 
and .they filed /also from a gun on the right of 
the gate' The ^approach was continued 100 
yards over veiy hard ground 
March 27 th 

The mortal m as moved from battery b to a 
Euimg the night, the trench was continued 100 
yards 
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The appioach was continued 120 yaids, in a 
South-Westeily direction, dealing the salient 
angle of the outwoik, m front of the gateway. 
The enemy only fired from two guns 
Maich 30 lit 

The approach pioceeded 120 yards * 1 

Mai ch 31 st. 

The magazine belonging to battery (a) blew 
up, and the gamson sallied to take advantage 
of the confusion, but were met 100 yaids from 
it, by the battery guaid and Aitillery detail, 
who drove them back into the Fort 
A pul ls£. 

The twelve-pounder battery (a) was l epan ed, 
and an eight-inch mortar opened its file The 
5l-mch mortar was earned back again to the 
eufiladmg battery. The approach was con- 
tinued 50 yards m advance 
April 2 d 

A bleaching battery (c) foi 2 eighteen- 
pounders was commenced, and completed, at 
the distance of 600 yards fiom the gateway, 
and 550 from the Flag-staff Bastion 
Api il 3d. 

The battery opened, dnectmg its fire on the 
left of the gateway, with great effect It was 
auswered by two guns of the enemy, which 
caused some anuoyauce, and a battery (d) was 
theiefoie constructed for 2 twelve-pounders, to 
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GHAP silence them, J50 yards nearer the Fort, than 
the breaching balteiy.’ - > 
jgjg ■ April 4fth, 5th, and 6lh 

The batteries all continued , filing without 
intermission till the 6th, when a battery (n) for 
1 twelve-pounder, about 200 yards fiom the 
outei work of the gateway, was completed 
April 7th. 

The battery (e) opened this day, but the gun 
burst after n few rounds firing 

The breach of the curtain to the left of the 
gateway was continued, but the fire of the gar- 
rison was by no means got urider. 

Apt il 8 th. 

, Thed twelve-pounder battery (r) was length- 
ened foi 2 guns, and was armed with the non 
guns from battery a, which was dismantled. 

• - » > > , April 9 th 

Battery c opened with great effect on the 
curtain near the gate, which had not been de- 
stroyed, and which gave cover to the enemy’s 
gmjals* and small arms A practicable breach 
was also made in the outwork, m front of the 
gateway, which induced the Killedar to open 
a negociation 

t 

i > 

* Long matchlocks, of various calibres, used as -wall pieces 

by the Natives of India, which are commonly fixed like 
swivels, and carry iron balls not exceeding a pound m weight 
In the field, they are sometimes carried on the backs’ 'of 
bamels 1 ' i < ■ 
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April 10 Ih. CHAP 

1 111 

The battenes hiecl as usual, ’till theganisou 

sui tendered at discretion, when the Bntish 1818 
tioops took possession of the outei gateway, 
and on the 12th the garrison matched out 

REFLECTIONS 

The foiegoing account of the Siege of Bel- 
gaum has been e\ti acted from Colonel Blackei’s 
Memon, and befoie commencing the leflections 
which I am about to offer on it, 1 I must be 
allowed to join in the full tribute of piaise, 
which that officei has paid to the zeal and pei- 
seveiance, with which the attack was earned 
on, and all the obstacles arising fiom inefficient 
means sui mounted , and if m the spirit of im- 
partial investigation, which in these discussions 
it his been my endeavoui to pm sue, 'some 
objections should arise to the geneial details of 
the woiks earned on, and to the spot selected 
foi the bleach, they will be urged rathei to 
show, what might have been done with a well 
oiganized depaitment, than to call m question 
the abilities of the distinguished and l espectable 
officei* who, in the absence of an Engineer, 
dn ected the attack 

The first point to which the attention is di- 
l ected, on an examination of the Plan, is the 


* Lieutenunt-Colonel Newall of the Madras Infn»tr\ 
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CI1AP. number of batteries, which appeal to have been 
somewhat needlessly accumulated , and some 
of them, if we may judge by their effect as de- 
tailed in the Journal, appaiently at too great a 
distance to have made the desired impression 
on the woiks. This remark is particularly 
applicable to the batteries, marked a and c, 
which might perhaps have been dispensed with, 
and the guns m them placed more advantage- 
ously at once, in battery at d and e. The 
position for the battery at n, was most judi- 
ciously chosen, but it might have had still 
moie effect in enfilading the North front, if it 
had been placed a little to the right, in the pro- 
longation of the general hue of that front The 
direction of the trenches, marked m, was 
probably regulated by some localities, with 
which the Plait does not make us acquainted , 
and it is therefore suggested with diffidence, 
that if a trench had been made fiom u to e, 
connecting these two points, instead of following 
the line r f r, represented m the Plan, 200 yai ds 
of tiench work would have been saved, and the 
garrison would have been more effectually con- 
fined , or a part of the old Pettah wall, to the 
Northwaid, maiked m the Plan 7 8, might 
have been converted into a paiallel, and the 
only trench necessary would then have been 
from 8 to e, which would have reduced the 
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quantity to 400 yaids, instead of 750 yards* CHAP, 
actually executed. 

If it was intended to carry on any sap in ad- jg^g 
vance of e, from whence to assault the breach, 
the breaching battery was established too soon, 
as the enemy might, m the time which it would 
have required to make such a sap, have re- 
trenched or cut off the breach If it was in- 
tended that the storming party should attack 
from the trenches at e, 200 yaids distant, 
without any place to be occupied in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the breach, the result of 
the storm must have been doubtful It will 
appear by reference to the Plan of the gate- 
way and breach (see Plate £VII ), that the 
besiegers uould have had no small obstacles to 
surmount m attempting it, and if the garrison 
had behaved with resolution, access to the 
breach, without some further operations, would 
appear impossible The spot near the gateway, 
u hich was selected for the breach, was, in fact, 
the best defended point of the Fort , but m this^ 
as in other instances during the uar, the be- 

* Colonel Blacler’s Memoir states 7 50 \ arils of trench to 
have been the quantity executed, but the Plan shown nearly 
1000 The distances, stated by Colonel Blacker, of tbr 
batteries from the Fort are generally inconsistent with tbc 
Plan, which will account for the difference in the distances 
given bj me, from those contained in Colonel Bhckcr’n 
Memoir 



74 


SJLGES'O I THR MADJtAb ARMY. 


CHAP sogers weie obliged to breach' that pait of the 
wa ^ s > llear which there was a causeway aerpss 
lg jg the ditch, without reference to its comparative 
weakness or strength, for ni the imperfect state 
of the siege department, it would have been be- 
yond their means to have effected the passage 
of the ditch at any other point 
- It is a great and undeniable proof of judge- 
ment, tO'iegnlate the project of attack, of a 
Fortiess, by the means at hand to cairy it into 
effect, and judged by tins rule; the plan pm- 
sued on the present occasion was, judicious, 
but with sufficient means for common siege 
opeiations, an Engineer Officer, in all pioba- 
bility, would rather have attacked the Fortiess 
of Belgaum on the West side, immediately 
opposite to the mosque (mai ked 5), where th^ie 
is a salient point, without any Ranking defence 
on it whatevei , and a similar one is to be found 
on the East front, but the cover affoided by 
the Pettah would ensure a prefeience to the 
for mei One approach, connecting the Pettah 

with the mosque (5),anotbei of 200 yai,ds from 
thence (towards 9), and a third of the same 
length, directed clear of the South-Western 
salient angle of the Foi tress, would have 
brought the assailants to the foot of the slope 
of the glacis, from whence the descent into the 
ditch might have been cairied on When the 
ti enches had advanced thus far, a breaching 
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battei y might have been constructed on the CHAP 
small rising ground, on which the mosque is t 
situated, and there is no doubt that ’operations 
of this kind might, with a well supplied De- 
partment, have beetP^To’aght to a certain ter- 
mination in less time, than was employed m the 
present instance, in breaching a point, which, if 
defended, it was uncertain whether we could gain 
But it would have been madness to have 
attempted such a course as I have described, 
under existing circumstances, and it must be 
allowed, that the Commanding officer, from his 
experience at Badaumee, had good reason to 
depend on the valoui of the troops* m sur- 
mounting the obstacles, which the breach in the 
projected spot would have presented to them; 
and the trifling loss We experienced, of only 25 
men,' during - a siege of twenty days open 
trenches, affords in itself the highest encomium 
ou the manner in which the siege was conducted 

Shortlv aftei the capture of Belgaum, a jund- The r c 
tion was fonned with the remaining part ofthe Dmswn 
Reserve Division, commanded by Brigadier- 
General Pritzler, which, aftei the fall of Sin- poor 
ghui, had been successfully employed mre- 
duciugthe Forts, between Sattarahand PoouabL 
On receiving this reinforcement, the Division 
immediately marched against the Foi tress of 
Sholapoor, near which a part ofthe Peishwalns 
foice occupied a position The foice of the 
Division was as follows 
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CHAP. f European Flank Battalion . . . 

III Brigade^. Rifle Corps j 

Center ^ 4th Madras Native Infantry . . 7 

1818 Brigade^. 2d Batt, 9th Madras Native Infantry ) 

Left f 1st Batt, 7th Bombay Native Infantry V 
Brigade^ 2d Batt 12th Madras Native Infantry } 

2 Squadrons II M 22d Dragoons . . 180 

Artillery — 128 Rank and File 
Pioneers— 4 Companies. 

The Division arrived before Sholapoor on 
the 3th of May, and took up its ground about 
two nnles and a half from the Foit, on its 


Western side The Fort being much covered 
by trees, its figure was not distinctly observed; 
but the enemy's Infantry and guns were seen, 
drawn up with their right upon the glacis, and 
then line extending to the Southwaid, along 
the bank of a Tank, which covered them bi east 


high. The British force amounted to about 
4000 men, as detailed above The enemy (who 
were commanded by Gunput Row, one of the 
Peislnvah’s principal Chiefs) were about 6000 
men, with 14 guns, independent of the Garri- 
son, who were estimated at 300 more 


Sholapoor is situated in an extensive plain of 
Descnp black soil, intersected here and there by livu- 
sholapoor lets of brackish water The ground immediately 
to the South is gently elevated and undulating, 
of a hard reddish soil It is a large commercial 
town, inclosed by a strong mud wall, with 
toweis of masoniy on all sides, excepting to- 
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181® 


waids the South-West, where it is bounded by CHAP, 
the Fort, to which it is contiguous, at the dis- 
tance of about 300 yards. 

South of the Fort is a large Tank, which 
washes the rampaits, and part of the wall of 
the Pettah, and supplies the ditch with water, 
through a sluice cut m a low wall of masonry, 
which bounds the ditch at its extremity nearest 
to the Tank. 


i i 


ATTACK OF THE PETTAH OF SHOLAPOOR 

, May the 9th, and \0th. 

, A i strong reconnoitring party was sent out at 
9 a.im under the command of Geneial Pntzler, 
round the Northern and Eastern faces of the 
Pettah, to examine the walls and the gateways ; 
and in the evening, < another party was sent 
lound the Fort to theSouthward, to reconnoitre 
the enemy’s position, and, , as far as possible, 
the Tank and Pettah on that side i 
, The reconnoitring paity m the morning was 
threatened by a large body 6f;the enemy, who 
,came lound the Western face of thetFort with 
a fewjguns , but as they, kept pretty close to the 
walls, and the reconnoitiing party had accom- 
plished its purpose, nothing further took place 
than a slight skirmish between the i ifleuien, who 
acted as a coveung party to the Engmeeis, and 
the enemy’s advanced parties of Horse 

It was now detei mined to assault the Pettah, 
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CIIAP picvionsly to any operations being undertaken 
against the Fort 1 ,. A stiong eoltunn accordingly 
1818 ^ cam P ^ 0I ^ at puipose, at 3 ’o'clock on the 
morning of the 1 0th, composed of the whole of 


Arrange the Right and Center BiigadeS, and the flank 
storming companies of the Loft Brigade, with 2 brigades 
or^hoin' 1 ' of 1 six*pounders, a brigade of howitzers;' and 
' rnor ’ tlic galloper ‘guns of His Majesty’s 22d ’ Dra- 


goons, 3tioops of whom accompanied the guns 
as a Resei ve 

"When within 1000' yaids o’/ the Pettah wall 


on the Noith fade, the cdlumn was divided into 
two pailies for the assault, as sketched on the 
J?Hui)(see Plate Will), leaving a small detach- 
ment;. to reinforce the* Reserve.) The two ico- 
Jurnns -moved forward at ibreak. of day, under 
cover'Of.a shaip fir6/’Open:ediat the same time 
froimthe gallopers/ ifo keep t down 'the* huatch- 
locldfhing, which had now t commenced from 
the wall. n - f cr f v t> •»'»'’ ' ,i '1 nv 

• The 'scaling, ladder were applied,* and 1 both 
winch i* -cdlumnsassaulted* about the ^ameinstant, With 

lahcn by t . 

^rscniade, little opposition/ driving the defenders from 
the -wall! and .along- the* street;; and pursuing 
them> to the farthest' extremity of the 1 Pettah, 
the’ gate of which was immediately occupied, 
and a musketry fire was soon after opened, .from 
this point, mpondheentemy, -who were observed 
to be moving in force, with some of their guns, 
.along' the' Sdutheru* face’ of the' Pettah, appa- 
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lently willi a \ iow lo enter by the Eastern CHAP, 
gales, or to attack the Receive, stationed on 
that side * -jg| S 

The Pettah being now complete!} occupied, 

General Mnnio lcsolved to charge the enemy, And iiic 
who weic b} this time drawn up, and had troops 
commenced a lire from their artillery, at the ,lcfc:i,c ' 1 
position marked (2) on the Plan Two companies 
were called out fiom the Pettah as a reinforce- 
ment, and at the same time a heavy tiro was 
opened from the artillery, winlctlm troops weic 
foi tiling into grand divisions for the chnige. 

A tumbril at this instant blew up m thcene- 
im’s lines, which threw them into, some con- 
fusion, and the chaige taking place coon after, 
thev biokemnd lied m all'dnections round) the 
Southern glacis, and took shelter m thecovercd- 
way, and ahoul the Western and Northern 
faces of the Fort, Icaung .3 grins m our posses- 
sion, and throwing others into the, ditch, to 
pi cv cut their falling into our hands 

A smart lne ofiiliUsketiy w'as kept up be- 
tw'ecn om most advanced paitiesm the Pettah, 
and bodies of the enemy, who had sheltered 
themselves m the coveted way, and behind a new 
wall, throwm up on t he glacis, which being 
pierced for matchlock bring, occasioned nu- 
merous casualties among our t roops The 
enemy, however, must have cn/Tered severeh, 
as he was observed, at 4 o’clor k in the after- 
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cnAP. noon, to abandon his position m tlic covei ed- 
way, and take to the plain, in an Easterly 

1818 ^ nec bon 

ATrACK OF TIIE FORT OF RIIOhAPOOR 
May the 1 1 th 

The environs being now cleared, no obstacle 
l emained to the commencement of the siege 
The Engineers were therefore employed all the 
inoining of the 11th, in reconnoitring the Fort 
The troops of the line had been almost all on 
duly the piecedmg day, and the remainder 
being for guard to-day, no working party of 
Europeans, or Sepoys, could be had. The 
Pioneers, however, and about 200 Coolies 
frdm the Pettah, were employed . in collecting 
materials for the batteries. 1 

, , ; ' i 

RECONNOISSANCE 

‘ < * 

The Fort was found to be covered by the 
glacis on the Northern, Western, and Eastern 
sides; to within 8 feet of the top of the wall , 
the scarp of the rampart, and that of the ditch, 
appeared to be well built, of a bluish granite or 
clay slate; the walls to be about 25 feet hign, 
with battlements at top, in the Mussulman style. 
The ditch was of great bieadth and depth, and 
those parts of it, which could be seen, were 
supplied with water It was, however, ascer- 
tained from information, thatpart of the Western 
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and Southern A onts ■were dry, and as the retain 1 - CHAP, 
nig Mall of the Tank on the last-mentioned side, 
appeared to he very tlnn, it Mas supposed rea- 
sonable (o conclude, that theie Mas a mound of 
earth behind to sustain the pressuie. This cir- 
cumstance, together m ith thcdifhcully and delay, 

Minch Mould necessarily be mem red m cutting 
tlnough the glacis by sap, induced the Senior 
Engineer to recommend thatthebatteries should 
be established in the bed of the Tank The 
revetment of the rampart could be seen from 
that spot nearly to the \ery bottom, and by 
directing the fire, over the low letainnig Mall, 

Mhcre the revetment could be seen behind the 
covered May and glacis, a breach might be very 
soon eflecled, at a spot m here the ditch was 
said to be dry , and where, at all events, a 
passage could be effected by means of the 
retaining wall, or bund of the Tank 

A battery of 1 mortar, 1 howitzei, and 2 si\- 
poundeis, was this day established behind the 
bund of the Tank, near the South gate of the 
Pettali, as shown on the Plan This was done 
with a v ievv to keep the enemy within the M r alls, 
and to afford some cover to the woikmg par- 
tie^ and advanced posts The batteiy opened 
in the forenoon, and effectually confined the 
enemy within the walls 

May the 12 th 

In the com se of the afternoon this battery 

r 
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CJJAPk was enlaiged for 3 moie mot tars, which were 
onleretl to be sent out next morning 

1818. Working P aria .—50 Europeans, 100 Sepoys, 

150 Pioneers 

The mortar battery opened tins morning, 
with considerable effect Several houses weie 
burnt in the Fort, and the enemy’s fire was 
somewhat kept under 

May \2lh, ai Night 

At sun-set the working party was reinforced 
to the following strength, and as soon as it was 
dark, the breaching battery of four guns was 
commenced. 

100 Europeans, 100 Sepoys, 180 Pioneers 
May I3lh. 

This morning, at day-break, the breaching 
battery, and a small branch of approach to it, 
were nearly completed , but as the distance 
from the Fort was only 400 yards, nothing 
further was done to it during the day 

The mortar battery played upon the Foi t to- 
day, with much effect The practice was ad- 
mirable; and the enemy’s file was silenced in 
several, of the towers, where it had been most 
troublesome 

An enfilading battery, for £ twelve-pounders 
and 2 six-poundei s, was mai ked out early this 
morning, near the mortar battery, and the 
work commenced about 7 o’clock 



ATTACK OP SHOLAPOOll 


83 


AVokkino Part\ —30 Enropcnns, 50 Sepoys, GO CHAP 

Pioneers HI 

The enemy kept up a constant fire m this jg-^g 
direction, and upon the breaching battery 
Not a single v orkman, howei er, was wounded 
At sun-set the battery was about half finished. 

A company of Riflemen were this day posted 
at the Pagoda in the Tank, \ery close to the 
wall, to co\er the working party m the breach- 
ing battery , and to prevent the enemy from 
opening the sluice, which a man was discovered 
attempting to do 

In the afternoon, the Garrison w r as actively 
employed m forming retrenchments and tra- 
vel ses upon the towers, and curtain, opposite 
to our batteries 

13 th, at Night 

At sun-set, the working party w r as assembled 
for completing the batteries, as below 

80 Europeans, 100 Sepoys, 200 Pioneers 

This evening, the Senior Engineer made a 
close reconnoissance of the rampart and ditch, 
near the intended breach ; the ditch was seen 
to be dry, and the wall of a smooth and brittle 
species of granite Having soon discoi ered him, 
the enemy directed musketry and grape towards 
the spot where the reconnoissance was made, 
and prevented any further observations in that 
quarter About 1 1 o’clock at night, the breach- 
ing battery was completed, platforms laid, and 

f 2 
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CHATl the giiiis brought up, for the purpose of ’being 
run m. The enfilading battery was finished 
1818 ^out ^ ljl mottling, atidboth of them arm- 
ed and equipped before' dhylight' 1 

11 May the 1 4lh [ f aiid 'V5lh 
At sun-rise, both battenes 1 opened* up'bn the 

i 

Fort, the breaching batteiy 1 filing occasionally 
m salVoS, and bringing down largls ffagmehts of 

f 

the wall The brea'ch was neaily practicable at 
boon, but the ! Gafhsoni sent oht a Vakeel to 
treat for a surrender The t'erm^ proposed 
were agieed to, and on the following day about 

8 o’clock the place was m our possession 1 

r . ■ , , , - ■ 1 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT 

, i ) ( 1 I 1 < 

Lieutenant A Grant, Madras Engineer, Commanding 
„ Ainsworth, H M 34th Regt 'Acts Engineer 
,, Wahab, Rifle Corps, do. 1 slightly wounded 
ORDNANCE 1 ! 

'2 Iron eighteen-porinders. 1 ' 1 ' ' 1(1 

3 Iron twelve-pounders <- , > 

3 Brass twelve-pounders M , 

, 8, Brass six-pounders s ^ 

3 Eight-inch Mortars 
, I Five-and-a-half-incb Mortar 
3 Ditto Howitzers 

The abiount o'f casualties m' the assault of 

1 1 

the Pettah, and during the siegd,‘was 97, o/all 
ranks, killed and wdunded , among the latter, 
4 officers ’’ ' 

About 40 guns, swivels, and ginjals, vfrere 
found on the raniparts 
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The Force having halted one day aftei the CHAP 
fall of the place, marched in the direction of 
Nipaunee, <on the morning of the 17th -j^g 

, REFLECTIONS 

The Commanding Engineer’s reasons foi 
attacking Sholapoor on the South >fiout have 
been mentioned in the Journal ; and the sur- 
rendei of the Fortress, befoie the breach was 
practicable, affords a reasonable presumption 
that the Gamson thought the part attacked 
indefensible ; but although this fact alone may 
appear conclusive of the propriety of selecting 
it for the attack, it caunot be denied, that the 
besiegers would have had many obstacles to 
sui mount, if the Garrison had determined to 
wait au assault The breaching battery, which 
was our most advanced post, was placed m 
the bed of the Tank, and the troops, in march- 
ing from thence to attack the breach, must have 
made a considerable detour ,of some hundred 
yards, and would have been exposed to a heavy 
fire, till they reached the counterscarp It may, 
perhaps, have been intended, if the Gainsou 
had continued to hold out, to push on ap- 
pioaches across the intermediate space, but the 
besieged, in all probability, would then have 
been able to retiench, or cut off the breach, be- 
fore these appioaches could have been complet- 
ed The Journal does not state in what way the 
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CHAP ditch was to be crossed, if the enemy had deter- 
mined to defend the breach The retaining waif, 
1818 w h ,c h at tlmt point divides the Tank from the 
ditch, is represented to have been very thin, and 
as it was commanded by the whole of the South 
front, a passage by it along the top, even if suffi- 
ciently broad, would have been difficult and 
hazardous. As the plart does not shew the 
depth of either scarp or counterscarp, it is of 
course impossible to pronounce on the feasi- 
bility of a passage across the ditch in any other 
way 

With the means possessed by the besieging 
force, the point of attack was undoubtedly well 
chosen, and that where success was most likely 
to be obtained , for the ditch there was dry, 
and the necessary time could not probably have 
been spared to make a passage across a wet one, 
even if the means had been sufficient for the 
operation, and if the besiegers had accom- 
plished a lodgement on the glacis, but the 
weakest point of the Fort, and which with 
meansmorerespectable,theEngmeei would per- 
haps have chosen in preference for his attack, ap- 
pears to be the North-West angle, where (if the 
Plan, which is on a very small scale, is correct) 
the wall of the Pettah, which is indefensible, 
and which, in this instance, was in our posses- 
sion, gives a ready-made approach to the edge 
of the counterscaip , and where a descent into, 
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and passage across the ditch, and a bi caching CHAP 
battery, -would have been the only operations 
necessai y 

The former might have been commenced 
fiom behind the Pettah wall, where it termi- 
nates on the counterscaip, opposite the North- 
West angle, and the latter might have been 
placed some distance m rear It might, pei- 
haps, have been necessary to destroy a part 
of the glacis, which is described as covering 
all but eight feet of the rampart of the body of 
the place, by mines, to enable the guns of the 
bleaching battery to bear sufficiently low, but 
no parallel, or trenches, would have been re- 
quired, as the Pettah wall would have afforded 
sufficient cover for the troops , and, as the soil 
is said to have been favorable, a few days, with 
sufficient means, would have brought these 
operations to a termination 


CHAPTER IY 

SIEGE OPERATIONS OF LIEUT -COLONEL M'DOWALL’S 
DETACHMENT, AND OF LIEUT COLONEL ADAMS’S DI- 
VISION — RAJDEIR — TRIMBUCK — MALLIGAUM — CHANDA 

It has been already stated, that after the 
Aimy of the Deckan was broken up in March, 
1818, the Hyderabad Subsidiary Force, which 
had formed the second Division, was employed 
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CHAP, in the pursuit of the Peislnvali, who had moved 
to the Eastward towards Nagpoor; while a de- 
1818 t{lc i iment i' rom ]t was formed to reduce that 
Prince’s Portresses in Khandesh- It was 
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel M'Dowall, 
and was composed as follows 

2 Companies 'of His Majesty’s Royals 
3!Compames of the Madras European Regiment 
The 1st Bait 2d Regiment Madras N Infantry 
4 Companies of the 2d Batt 13th Regt N Infantry 

This small foice, amounting to about WOO 
firelocks, was supplied with the battering tram 
of the first* second, and third Divisions of the 
late Army of the Deckau The Sappers and 
Miners, amounting to 80 men, and five com- 
panies of Pioneers, were also attached to it, 
for the furtherance of the particulai sen ice 
about to be undertaken 

The detachmentraaiched from theneighbour- 
Licut hood of Aurungabad on the 30th of March, 
M'Dow- and ai rived before Unkye Tunkye, the first in 
tacbmcnt the l me of Forti esses, which it was intended to 
befbrc reduce, on the 3d of April These Forti esses 
Tonkye are sltuatec i ln the iange of mountains, which 
form the Southern boundaiy of Khandesh, and 
which divide that Piovmce from theGungthera, 
(a district so called, from lying between the 
Gungaoi Godavery Rivei andthesehills), and 
as the geneial featuies are the same in all, it 
may not be considered amiss, before enter- 
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mg on the particulars of the operations carried CHAP 
on, to attempt a description of these extra- 
ordinary Works of .Nature 

The reader must imagine e. senes of Tulls, 
risingvery abruptly from 600 to 1100 feet above General 
the plain, and only connected with each other, ticmofrhe 
and with the range of which they form part, bv m l the° rta 
very low and narrow necks of land ; and he must Kbandesb, 
furtherimagine occasional bluff rocks, perfectly 
perpendicular, and varying in height from 80 to 
100 feet, to rise from the summit of these hills 


The range is evidently primitive, and the rocks 
which use from them in this mannei, basaltic, 
being so beautifully and Tegularly scarped, as 
to assume the appearance of having been formed 
by the chisel and the number of them scatter- 
ed throughout this range, which is much greater 
than could be required foi the defence of the 
country, is the only fact, which makes the sup- 
position of their having been formed by art incre- 
dible; for the excavation of the ditches at 
Dowlatabad, out of the same species of granite 
rock, is, a proof of what difficulties the, perse- 
verance of the Natives of India is capable of 


surmounting 

Those hills, winch contain water on then 


summit, have been fortified by the Natives, m 
penods of the most remote antiquity, for theie 
is no recoid of their first occupation; and the 
space contained within the l ocky scarp before 
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CHAP described, which often assumes a very fantastic 
form, such as only could have been traced by 
1818 h an< 3 °f nature, constitutes the interior of 
the Fort There is seldom any work raised on 
them, or indeed any thing done, faither than 
to cut flights of steps out of the solid rock, and 
to construct a number of gateways over them , 
aud great ingenuity has been exerted to render 
these as intricate as possible Nothing is ne- 
cessary, but a determined Garrison to render 
such positions perfectly impregnable Fortu- 
nately for us, this latter requisite was wanting, 
Unkyc and Unkye Tunkye set an example, which was 
snrrenderg geneially followed, of surrendering without 
opposition, the Killedar being intimidated by 
the determined language held out to him Plate 
IX exhibits a view of this singular Fortress 
On the 7th of April, the Detachment march- 
ed from Unkye Tunkye by the Chandore pass 
to Rajdeir, a Fortress situated a few miles to 
the Northward of Chandore As the Garrison 
refused to sui render, on the summons which 
had been despatched with the reconnoitring 
party, the force took up its ground for the 
siege, m the Valley, which lies to the South- 
East of the Fort 


The Fortress of Rajden, like those I have 
Descrip attempted to describe, is formed by nature, 
Unjdeir being simply an inaccessible rock, on the suni- 
x and xi mit of a very high and steep hill, with no works 
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but such as have been constructed foi the de- CHAP 
fence of the gateway («), which is judiciously 
placed on the South side, in a re-entering an- 
gle of the natural scaip ; and the pathway to it, 
after reaching the Eastern angle, runs imme- 
diately under the rock, exposed to stones and 
other missiles from above The hill itself, on 
which the Fort stauds, is so steep as to he 
inaccessible on the North and West sides, 
and is nearly so on a great part of the South 
side On the Eastern side, a level space of 
small width juts out from the angle of the Fort, 
to the distance of 330 yards, where the descent 
to the plain begins, and the extiennty of this 
peninsula (if it may be so called), had been 
occupied by the garrison, and the extremity 
of it at ( c ) appeared to be fortified by an 
adianced work, for the further defence of 
this, the easiest ascent to the Fort The side 
of the lull between this point (the elevation of 
which is 1100 feet) and the plain below, is 
broken at intervals into two steps, or flat 
ledges, the ascent to each of which is extremely 
steep and difficult The valley lh which the 
British camp was placed, continues round the 
South side of the Fort, and a small stream 
which runs through it, divides Rajdeir from 
the Fortress of Indrye, a place exactly similar, 
and considered a dependency of Rajdeir The 
lowest of the two ledges I have described, as 
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CHAP intervening between the plain and the advanced 
work (c), after encnclingthe East side of tne kill 
1818 of Rajdeir.tui ns to the Northward, and continues 
to j un aloug the side of another lull ( 'c ) opposite 
to Hajdeir, but not of equal height, which foiras 
the boundaiy of the valley ,to the Noitbward 
On the top of tins ledge, .where the two lulls 
meet, in a sort of hollow way, 01 chasm, formed 
by the sides, is a Bbeel village (See Plate X) 
The Engineer, in reporting to the Command- 
pDccr?" mg Officer the 1 esult of his reconnoissabce, de- 
rccoanoi- dared Ins opinion, that, from the great natural 
dci*r B Raj * strength °f this rock, a Garrison of 200 deter- 
mined men, supplied with the requisite provi- 
sions, &c unght bid defiance to the largest and 
best appointed army, and that its fall must 
therefore depend on some fortunate occurrence, 
which might intimidate the Garrison into a 
surrender “ But although this be my opinion,” 
the Engineer continued, “ I am far from con- 
sidering that it should prevent our uudei- 
“ taking its l eduction, for if to justify the attack 
“ of any particular Fortress, it wereconsideied 
“ necessary that we should be able to calculate 
“ on success beyond a doubt, such is the m- 
“ efficiency of our .means in this Department in 
“ India, that not a siege could be undertaken, 
“it tbeiefoie appears to me, that as long as 
“ this deficiency exists, we must, trust for suc- 
“ cess m our siege opeiations to good fortune, 
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“ as ne have hitherto done, applying in the 
“ best nianner possible, the means m our pos- 
“ session. ’ 

Under tins view the following plan nas 
pioposed. 

PRO TJCCT OT ATTACK 

The whole of the heavy guns, mortars, and 
howitzers to be placed at once m position, at 
the point F 

Under the protection of the hie of this bat- 
tery, thq, point of the hill (c) above and over- 
looking the Blieel village, and the point (g ) on 
the uppermost of the two ledges of Rajdeir 
Hill, to be occupied immediately, and the par- 
ties to intrench themselves 

'When these positions have been taken pos- 
session of, our fire to be concentrated on the 
advanced work (c); and the works of the Fort 
defending the gateway (a), which may make 
the enemyTequest terms, but if they continue 
resolute, exertions to be made to establish a 
battery on tbe point Of the lull (e), and the rest 
to depend on circumstances 

ATTACK OT RAJDE1R 
Apnl 1 1/7/. 

At 7 am the detachment took up its ground 
before the Fort, and the whole of the materials 
and intrenching tools collected foi the siege, 
weie laid out at the Engmeei dep6t 
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In consequence of its being impossible to get 
the heavy guns mounted, so as to commence 
opeiations at once, as proposed, it was deemed 
desirable to occupy the point of the hill (e) 
without delay, especially as the enemy shewed 
a disposition to do so themselves A company 
of Native Infantry, under an European Officer, 
accompanied by an Officer of Engineers, with a 
working party, and the requisite materials, 
moved from camp in tbe evening, occupied this 
point, and by II o’clock of the same night, a 
lodgement was formed there, with the loss of 
only one man, a Pioneer, wounded 

, The ground at (F) was likewise prepared 
duung the night, for receiving 4 heavy guns, 
3 mortals, and 4 howitzers. 

' >5 

l April 12 Ih. 

The above ordnance was, at day-light, in 
position at (F), ready to open, so as fo cover 
the advance of the column to opcupy the point 
(g), which it did without opposition . The 
column was accompanied by materials for the 
formation of a lodgement, but this the natural 
cover afforded by the ground, rendered un- 
necessary 

Being in possession of the point (g ) an oppor- 
tunity was affoided of ascertaining the exact 
strength of the advanced work (c) It was 
found to be by no means strong, and as the 
greater part of the enemy had withdrawn into 
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the body of the place, and as it was ascertained CHAP 
to be piacticable to convey light ordnance to 
that point, by taking the carriages to pieces, 
and carrying them up by hand, it was detei- 
nimed to attack this woik, as soon as the 
necessary preparations were made, and to es- 
tablish a battery on its reverse, at (//), to consist 
of 2 sivpounders, 2 five-and-a-half-mcli howit- 
zers, and 1 five-and-a-half-inch mortal 

The following were the arrangements for 
carrying the advanced work (c), and for forming 
the battery 

The party on the point (e) was augmented to 
120 Sepoys, a detachment of Sappers and 
Miners, with scaling ladders, under an En- 
gineer Officer, was attached to it; and they 
were directed to occupy the point (<7), on the 
opposite side of the hollow' way, oi chasm, and 
to remain there, under cover, until the signal 
for the advance was made 

The parly at (g) consisted of 170 Europeans 
and 80 Natives To it w r ere attached 2 Engineer 
Officers, and the remainder of the Sappers and 
Miners, with a woihmg paity of 100 Pioneers, 
and 200 Dooly Bearers, cariymg 100 gabions 
and 3000 sand bags 

While the above ariangements weie in pio- 
gress, an incessant file fioin F was kept up on 
the advanced work (c), aud when all w r as 
ready, the signal was made, and the columns 
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IV 

1818’. 


of attack, headed by the Sappers and Miners, 
advanced with the greatest regularity, and, at 
the same moment, got possession of the ad- 
vanced work 

* The working party immediately commenced 
a lodgment at (/i), within 250 yards of the Fort 
and as, soon- as it became dusk, the same men 
were employed; with 100 additional' Pioneers, 
m completing this lodgment, and m converting 
part of it into the intended battery 1 six- 
pounder gun was> brought 1 up by 1 hand; by 
nine o’clock p m, and the batteiy would 
have been ready toi open 1 at day-light; but the 
enemy surrendered at eleven, and thus put a 
stop to any fuither proceeding 


■ , ENGINEER DEPARTMENT 

i 

Lieutenant Davies, Commanding Engineer 
Ensign Nattes, Staff 
„ Purton 
„ Underwood 
„ Lake 

European Sappers and Miners 30 

Native Sappers and Miners . 50 

i, ' 

STORES, &c 

1 i 

1000 Sand Bags 
180 Gabions 
40 Fascines 

And sufficient mtiencinng tools for the use of the 
Sappers and Miners 
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ORDNANCE 

2 Eighteen-pounder Iron Guns 
2 Twelve-pounder ditto 
8 Six-pounders 
2 Eight-inch Mortars 

1 Fivc-and-a-half-meli Mortar 

2 Eight-inch Howitzers 

2 Fi\ e-nnd-a-half-inch ditto 


CHAP 

IV 

1818 


AMMUNITION EXPENDED 


Eiglilcen-pound Shot 

90 

Twelve-pound ditto 

41 

Eight-inch Shells . 

3S 

Five-and-a-half-inch ditto 

2 

Gunpowder, lbs 

. 700 


The immediate cause of the surrender of the 
Fortress, was a quarrel which took place in 
the Garrison, originating m the Brahmin Kille- 
dar’s refusal to pay to the families of three men 
who had been killed, the arrears of pay due to 
them. In revenge for this, the Garrison set 
fire to Ins house, and the manner in -which the 
flames spread, alarmed them so much, that they 
were induced to capitulate Our bold and 
resolute advance must also have had its effect 
in intimidating them, aud an inspection of the 
Fort after its capitulation, gave us amplfe cause 
for .congratulation on its eaily surrender The 
seal p of the rock is in general 120 feet m height, 
and the entiauce to it from below 7 , is similar to 
that of the famed, Dowlatabad, being flights of 
steps cut in the inside of the lock, with occa- 

G 
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CHAP sional openings, through which stones can be 
poured from above, and the top is closed by an 
1818 lron grating, intended fo deceive a fire Our 
loss was very trifling, seven men only being 
wounded 

rndtyc Indrye, Dooiass, and several other Forts 

andjother * 1 . 

Torts also followed the example of Raideir, and Engineer 

surrender 1 J ® 

to Lieut Officeis were sent to examine and report on the 

Colonel . 

M'Dowaii, principal ones, but, it is unnecessary, and it 
would be tedious, to vepeat the description 
which has been already given, and which ap- 
plies equally to <all. 

who The Detachment left Rajdeir on the 15th of 

Tnmbnch April, and marched by r C hand ore and Nassnck 
upon Trimbuck, a Fort situated on the Western 
-Ghauts, and distant 'from Nassuck about 26 
smiles South-West 

The Fort The Detachment marched fi om Nassuck 'on 

reconnol h t , 

tred.&theithe 22d of April, and halted halfway between 

Pettah ,rr»,i , , , _ 

occupied that' place and Trimbuck, while the Engineers 
proceeded to reconnoitre the Fort/and to carry 
'a summons for its surrender As the recon- 


-noitnng party approached the Pettah of Trim- 
buck, the enemy evacuated it, andiopened a fire 
from the guns on the North side of the Fort, 
which were numerous and well served , and 


they afterwaids'made a sally on the party, hut 
were immediately driven back, A reconnois- 
sauce was the'same evening effected of the gate- 
way'on ‘the South, that is on the couti ary side 
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of the Fort, aud at a considerable distance from CHAP 
the Pettah 

The extent of this Fort, as bounded by the jg-^g 
rocky scarp which defends it, is not less than 

J 1 Dcscnp- 

fhe miles, and the stupendous appeaiance oftionofthc 
the place is much increased by some very high Tnmbuck 
hills, which occupy a great part of its interior Plates 
area The scarp, which varies in height from mii 
two to four hundred feet of perpendicular lock, 
surrounds the lull m every part, and leaves only 
the gateways as assailable points. Tnmbuck 
has two gateways That on the South side is 
the pnncipal one, of easiest ascent, and is that 
by which the Garrison admit their piovisions 
and stores ; that on the North side is only a 
single gate, the passage to which is by narrow 
steps, cut out of the rock, and only wide 
enough for one person to ascend at a time 
The head of this passage is defended by two 
towers, connected by a curtaiu, m which is the 
gateway The height of the hill is not so gi eat 
on the North as on the South side, but it rises 
more abruptly, and the ascent is steeper 

Besides the gateways, there are a few towers 
and works on different parts of the lull, but their 
position appears to have been dictated by ca- 
price, rather than with any view to the greater 
security of the Fortress The magazines and 
almost all the houses of the Garnson are exca- 
vations in the i ock At the foot of the scarp 

& 2 
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CHAP and at a shot l distance from the passage lead- 1 
ing to the North gale, is an old village m raws, 
1818 ^ ie s * onc walls of which are still sufficient to 
give cover to a Iaige. body of troops The 
Peltali of Xi imbuclc,' which lsiather ex tensile, 
is at the bottom oftthe hill on the North side, 
and the liver Godavery, issuing from an orifice 
of the lock within the Foil, .flows tlnough the 
center of the Town 

PROJECT OF ATTACK 
The Commanding Engineer i ecommended 
an attack on the Noith gate, foi the following 
i casons — 

First That although the ascent to it was 
niOie difficult, than to the South gate, there 
was on the other hand but one line of woiks to 
destroy'; a point of great 1 consequence, as we 
had only six-pounders with , which to effect a 
breach, it being impossible to cairy guns of a 
heaviei calibre up 'the hill on either side 

Secondly On account of. the advantages 
offered by the mined village at the foot of the 
scaip, in constiucting batteries, and giving 
covei to the tioops, and by the Pettah ofTnin- 
buek, at the bottom' of the lull ' ' ■ > ' ! 1 

Thndly The load leading to the South sid& 
of the Fort was impiacticable. for guns, nor 
were the means, . possessed by the besieging 
force, sufficient to overcome this obstacle ■, m 
addition to. • which the enemy had 'poisoned all 
the wells on that side ’ 
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The follow 1 112, was the plan of attack To CHAP 
silence the fii e of the enemy’s guns, particularlj 
those which bore on the ruined village, and foi -j^g 
this purpose, to eiect a batteiy at the bottom 
of the lull on the Northern side of it (at A), foi plateXii 
the heavy ordnance , having effected this, to 
occupy, and form a lodgment, m the village, at 
the foot of the North gate (at B), and in it to 
eiect a battery for 4 si\-pounders, to batter the 
gateway, and to carry the guns up to it by 
hand, as had before been practised atRajdeir 

At this short distance, about 100 yards, it 
w r as hoped that the toweis, and curtain at the 
gateway, might be demolished, and that the 
tioops might advance to the stoim of the 
breach, under cover of the fire of the batteries, 
and of musketry, from the post in the village ; 
at all events, that a lodgment, so immediately 
under the gateway, might have the effect of 
alarming the Gairison, and inducing them to 
sUi lender 

In order to cut off all hopes from the enemy 
of effecting their escape by the South side, and 
to distract their attention, 2 six-pounders, and 
a howitzer, w ere to be detached, and established 
as high up the lull and as near to the South , 
gate, as the nature of the giound would allow 
ATTACK OF TR1MBUCK 
Api il 23 d 

At eight, a m the detachment took up its 
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CHAP ground before the Fort, and the whole of the 
intrenching tools and materials, collected for 
1818 ^ ie s,e S e ) were immediately earned to the spot 
chosen for the Engineer depfttj mtlie Pettah. 

At four p. m. a detachment of 50 Europeans, 
50 Sebendies,* and 150 Horse, with 2 six-pound- 
ers, inarched from camp to take up a position 
opposite to the South gateway They were 
accompanied by a working party, undei au 
Officer of Engineers, consisting of a small 
detail of Sappers and Miners, 30 Pioneers, 
and 50 Dooly bearers, provided with 40 ga- 
bions, add 2000 sand bags A battery for the 
2 six-potmdeis, and a place of arms for the 
troops, were constructed during the night j 
within 500 yards of the gateway, and one of the 
gmls was carried up, and placed id battery by 
day-light 

A working party for the operations on the 
North side, Was ordered to parade at sun-selt, 
at the Engineer dep6t, of the following strength 
half the corps of Sappers and Miners, 50 Eu- 
ropeans, 80 Pioneers, 100 Dooly bearers, and 
about 100 Lascars, See As soon as it was 
dusk, the battery and place of aims (A) were 
PlateXU. laid out, and when it became dark, the work- 
ing party advanced, and commenced operations. 
The ground, on which this work was formed, 
unfoitunately proved to bfe a bed of rock, a 
* Irregular or Provincial troops 
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few inches below the surface, which gave use chap. 
to great additional labour; for instead of form- 
mg a sunken battery as was intended, we were 
obliged to construct an elevated one : but the 
greatest inconvenience, arising from this cir- 
cumstance, was the impossibility of lowering 
the trails of the guns, which rendeied it neces- 
saiy to form an inclined plane for the wheels of 
the guns to rest on, m order to give them suf- 
ficient elevation, to bear on the upper gateway 

At twelve r. m. the lelief foi the woiking 
party arrived m the benches, viz the remaining 
half of the Sappers and Miners, 50 Sepoys, 400 
Pioneers, and 200 Dooly bearers , but as it 
was necessary to carry the earth for the battei y 
from a distance, owing to the rocky natuie ot 
the ground, which of course delayed its com- 
pletion considei ably, it was deemed advisable 
not to relieve the old working party, but to 
keep both at woik ; and we were thus enabled, 
by gieat labour, to complete the woiks a little 
before daylight, and to get 4 heavy guns, 2 
eight-inch mortars, and 2 eight-inch howitzeis 
into battery 

The enemy, during the night, filed occa- 
sionally on the working party, fiom then dif- 
feient guns, but no casualties occuired 
April 24 Hi 

The battery opened at daylight, and with 
gieat effect, so that in three houis the enemy’s 
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CHAP guns weie all silenced -; and it was found on 
reconnoitring it, that they had evacuated the 
1818 rulnef l village. ThisiDduced the Commanding 
Officer to attempt a lodgment there at mid-day, 
instead of waiting till night, as had been ori- 
ginally intended , and the working and cover- 
ing parties for this service, were ordered to 
plateXH parade at 12 a m in rear of the work (A) The 
woiking party consisted of the Sappers and 
Miners, 80 Pioneers, and 100 Dooly bearers, 
under two Engineer Officers, and they were 
provided with 100 gabions and 2000 sand bags 
Prom some misconception of orders, how- 
ever, the covering party consisting of Bis Ma- 
jesty’s Royals, and the 1st Battalion of the 13th 
Regiment of Madras Native Infantry, advanced 
three quarters of an hour before the time or- 
dered, and before the working party Mere 
ready; and instead of remaining quiet under 
the cover, which the walls and houses of the 
village afforded, they attempted to force the 
gateway, and the bluff rock, 1 200 feet in per- 
pendicular height * 


* The Europeans, who (in obedience to the orders of the 
Officer commanding the party) so fearlessly made this im- 
practicable attempt, were the same men who bad failed at 
Nagpoor, and the blind courage they evinced, shows that 
they did not, on this occasion, much consider that “ no ad- 
“ vantages would be gained by going forward the reason 
assigned by Colonel Blacker, as the cause of their hesitation 
on the breach at Nagpoor 
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The enemy immediately opened a very heavy CHAP 
fire, of gnpals, rochets, and matchlocks, on the 
village, and rolled down large stones on the -j^g 
assailants Consequently, when the working 
party arrned, they in vam attempted to esta- 
blish themsehes , and as our battery discon- 
tinued bring at this time, owing to the Artillciy 
men being completely worn out, by twelve 
hours’ incessant labour, without a relief, the 
working party were obliged to retire with some 
loss behind the walls of the village till night, 
w hen abattery for 4 six-pounders w as completed 
Apnl 24//<t 

This advanced position, together w ith that on 
the South side, had the desired effect, for at 
six a m theKilledai expressed a wish to treat, 
and the Garrison were allowed to inarch out 
with their aims and private property 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT 
Lieutenant Danes, Commanding Engincci 
Ensign Nattes (Staff) 

„ Purton 
„ Underwood 
„ Lake ( severely Hounded ) 

European Sappers and Miners 27 

Native ditto 47 

STORES, Ac 
Sand Bags 8000 

Gabions 2G0 

Fascines 50 

Intrenching tools sufficient for the use of (heSappcrs 
and Miners 
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2 Eighteon-pounder Iron Guns 
2 Twelve-pounder ditto. 

S Six-pounders 
2 Eight-inch Mortars 
2 Fivc-and-a-lialf-mch ditto 
2 Eight-inch Howitzers 
2 Five-and-a-half-mch ditto 
AMMUNITION EXPENDED 
Eighteen-pound Shot . . 254 

Twelve-pound ditto . ... GO 

Eight-inch Shells . . . Ill 

Fivc-and-a-lialf-mch Shells 40 
Gunpowder, lbs. . . . 2200 

REFLECTIONS 
The reputation of Tnmbuck foi strength, 
was deservedly greater than that of any of the 
Forts, with which this countiy abounds, and 
being considered as a place of peculiar sanctity, 
fiorn containing within its walls the source of 
the Godaveiy, one of the most sacied of Hin- 
doo Rivers, an obstinate resistance was anti- 
cipated. The Garrison, indeed, did not seem 
deficient in judgment, for the practice of their 
ordnance (of winch they had seventeen pieces 
mounted), was veiy good, and they moved 
them about to diflelent points, m a manuei 
which showed that they knew wheie they could 
be mosteflective Dunugthecouiseof the opera- 
tions, they constructed a battery for two guns 
on the South side of the Fort, which enfiladed 
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our entrenchment on that side, and rendered it CHAP 
necessary to give it a shoulder, and to open an 
embrasure for a gun to keep them in check, jg^g 
The buildings were so few, and the place so 
extensive, that our bombardment had blit little 
effect 

The plan of attack was the best, or rather 
the only one, that could be adopted, but had 
the Garrison resisted with firmness, success 
could scarcely have been anticipated The old 
village itself, if occupied by the ehemy, could 
not have been carried without a great sacrifice 
of lives , after the capture of which, even if the 
light ordnance employed had succeeded in de- 
stroying the tower and gateway, still greater 
obstacles remained to be Overcome For the 
storming party must have advanced by a flight 
of steps, so very steep, that m hiany places it 
requires a man to climb them by the assistance 
of both his hands, and at the same lime so 
narrow, that there is not room for two peiSOUs 
abieast Under such circumstances, stones 
rolled from above would have sufficed to baffle 
the assailants 

It is difficult to account for the want of leso- 
lution displayed, in the defence of this impreg- 
nable Fortress The reasons for it must be 
sought, m the effect produced on the minds of 
the Garrison, by our rapid advances to the foot 
of the scarp, and by seeing then escape pi e- 
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CHAP vented by the works on the South side The 
a ^ Sf,nre ^ 1Rlr Pjffice,' at tins tune a fugitive 
1818 smr ° un< l e d by British Armies, and the extreme 
impiobability of Ins ever returning to’his own 
dominions, must also have produced an un- 
favourable effect on the spirit of the Gainson, 
and, prevented them from attempting a more 
piotracted resistance Seventeen other Torts 
fell on the suriender of Trimbuck, and the 
whole of this country, perhaps the strongest m 
the world, came into our hands in a few weeks, 
almost without a struggle 
, In contemplating such pusillanimous con- 
duct, even on the pait of oui enemies, it is 
difficult to lepress a feeling somewhat resem- 
bling disappointment The idea unavoidably 
arises, that nature intended these lulls for 
other men, and other deeds She seems to have 
marked them out as a theatre, on which the 
battles of freedom and independence might he 
successfully fought foi amongstthemtheimdis- 
ciphned and half-aimed Native would be on a 
par with the most skilful and experienced' vete- 
ran , and even in the stones which cover them, 
natuie lias furnished abundant aims for their 
defence If these ideas, and the stern character 


of the sceueiy, which gave rise to them, seem 
little consonant with the habits and dispositions 
of the Natives, it should be lemembeied, that 


even in India the assertois of libeity have been 
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found, and that ltwasfiom these ■very lulls, CHAP 
that Scvnjec first endeavoured to break the 
iron bonds, in which his countrymen weie held ^g 
by Aulungzebe It was amongst these hills, 
that his enterprises were planned, and from 
them, that his “ living cloud of war was poured 
foith ” It was lieie, that he laid the foundation 
of that Power, w Inch in aftei times retaliated, 
upon the fallen Empeior of Delhi, the injuries; 
which the intolerant spirit of that Prince’s 
ancestors had inflicted on the Hindoo world ; 
and lieie, the last Mahratta Sovereign’ might 
have made an effectual stiuggle for indepen- 
dence , but the spmt was wanting, with which 
the gi eat founder of the tribe had armed his 
people for conquest Tliuty Foi tresses* each 
of which, with a Sevajee as a mastei, would 
have dehed the whole Anglo-Indian Aimy, fell 
unresistingly in a few weeks, and this last 
Mahratta Empire, which had overshadowed 
the East, and befoie which the Star of the 
Mogul had become pale, was destined to fur- 
nish in its turn, 'another gieat example of the 
vicissitudes of fortune, aucl of the instability 
of the mightiest thrones, the foundations of 
which are not laid m the affections of the people 
Heieit may not be amiss to notice an attempt Trim 
made by the notolious Trnnbuckjee, about Sju 
two months afterwards, to retake Tiimbuck Tnmbucl 
by surprise A Garnson, composed of a few p'n*" r 
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CHAP, men of the 1 3th Madras Native Infantry, com- 
manded by a Subadar, had been left m the 
1818 F° rtress » an d the sentries at the North gate, m 
the dusk of the morning m question, were re- 
quested to admit some people, who professed 
themselves to be pilgrims, wiblimg to pay their 
devotions at the Pagoda, which is built over 
the source of the Godayery They were ad- 
mitted without suspicion, but befoje the whole 
party had entered, they attacked one of the 
sentries, who contrived to close the gates, but 
at the expense of his life The Garrison was 
immediately alarmed, and succeeded m over- 
powering the few who had gained admittance, 
while the remainder of the parly, who were in 
the narrow flight of steps, leading to the North 
gate, suffered seveiely from the stones which 
were thrown upon them from above. 

proceed After the fall of Trimbuck, the season seem- 
ing® after 

the cep- ed too far advanced to admit a hope of being 
Tnmbuck able to continue operations, and Lieut -Colonel 
M'Dowall prepared to take up a position for 
the monsoon, in the neighbourhood of Chan- 
dore, while the Engineer Department moved 
to Nassuck, preparatory to proceeding to Bom- 
bay, where it was intended to try, during, the 
approaching rains, some experiments in pon- 
tooning, suggested by Lieutenant Davies, the 
Commanding Engineer; but. the political Au- 
thorities deemed it of importance to obtain a 
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footing m Kliandesh (the greater part of which CHAP 

province was in possession of the Arabs), be- 

fore the monsoon set in ; and the Detachment 1818 

accordingly marched for Malhgaum, before 

which place they arrived on the 16tli of May, 

tlie Engineer Department having lejoined them, 

by forced marches, on the preceding day 

The strength of the Detachmentat this period, strength 

including the sick and those wounded at Trim- Colonel 

buck, probably amounting to 50, wasas follows mi’s De- 
tachment, 

His Majesty’s Royal Scots . . 100 Rank & File £”" 0 r r n ' me 

Madras European Regiment . 90 Malhgaum 

1st Batt 2d Rcgt. Native Infantry 530 
2d Batt 13tli Rcgt Native Infantry 2G3 

Forming a Total of . 9S3 

But the effectne stiength of the Detachment 
must have been below 950 firelocks There were 
besides 270 Pioneeis, and a small detail of 
European Artilleiy, barely sufficient to furnish 
the necessary reliefs for the batteries 

The Fortiess of Malhgaum is situated on the The For- 

® tress of 

left bank of the River Moossum, a little above Malhgaum 

_ described 

its junction with the Glurua The river, uhich 
at the commencement of the siege, vas every 
where foldable, runs under the West, and 
round a gieat pait of the North and South 
sides The Foit cousists of three distinct 
lines of works, with a ditch in fiont of the 
middle line The body of the Place is an 
exact square of 120 yaids, flanked by a round 
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CHAP tow oi at each angle, and one in the centie of 
each side. The middle line, which is a kind of 
1818 faussebray, is also rpiadi angular, running 
parallel to, and at a shoit distance from, the 
mnei work , but assuming an oblong shape, 
from the distance between them being greater 
on the East, than on the other sides The 
outer line is of an irregular form, running 
paiallel to the body of the Place on the West 
side only; and extending to some distance on 
the otliei sides, wdieie it embraces a large space 
ofgiound. It is strengthened throughout its 
hole extent, by lound toweis, at irregnlar 
into vals Towards the East, and also on part 
of the Northern side of the Fortress, there is an 
additional line of woiks, formed of mud, but 
old and much decayed, between the ditch of 
the faussebiay, and the outer line that lias 
been described. It extends from the South- 
East angle of the ditch, as far as the works of 
the gateway on the Northern side, with which 
it is connected The interior line and fausse- 
bray aie built with stone, and of excellent 
masonry ; and so is the outer line on the South 
side, and towards the Rivei, but those parts 
of it, which face towards the Pettab, ai e of mud, 
and somewhat decayed 

The height of the inner wall, measuimg to the 
top of the parapet, is 60 feet . the thickness of 
the parapet at top is 6 feet, and the breadth of 
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the terreplein 11 feet, making the total thick- 
ness of the rampart at top 17 feet 

The breadth of the space between the body 
of the Place and the faussebray, on part of the 
North, and on the West and South sides, is 
about 40 feet, of m Inch 1 0 feet are appropriated 
to stabling The roof of these stables, Minch 
is 1 0 feet high, forms the terreplein of the fausse- 
bra\, and is surmounted by a parapet of -5 feet 
Thus the faussebray is 15 feet high interiorly, 
but exteriorly the scarp of that work is 40 feet 
in extreme height, including the depth of the 
ditch, Minch is for the greater part cut out of 
the solid rock, immediately below the scarp 
reietmentof the faussebray, without an inter- 
i ening berm This revetment is >5 feet thick. 
The M-idtli of the ditch is 2-5 feet: it? depth 
■varies, but is greatest on the riverfront, where 
it is 2-5 feet. The space between the counter - 
scarn and the exterior line of works varies, as 
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CHAP. The outer ones are on the North, the inner ones 
on the Eastern side The Fortress is much 
1818 wea kened, on tins last mentioned side, by the 
Pettali, which extends to within close musket 
shot of the outer line of works But the Pettali 
itself is capable of defence, as it contains a 
great many strong and lofty buildings, an old 
decayed lampart surrounds the greater part of 
it, and, on the present occasion, the Garrison 

had barncaded all the entrances into it, until 

\ 

large beams of timber Besides the disadvan- 
tage of the Pettali running so close to the works, 
the defences of the Fort are further impaired by 
a village, called Sumnaree, situated on the left 
bank of the river, nearly opposite to the outer 
gate of the Fort, which communicates with the 
Pettali A thick grove of mango trees, 400 yards 
in depth, also runs along the same bank of the 
nver opposite to the South-West angle The 
country is peifectly flat to a considerable dis- 
tance around the Foi t The soil on the left bank 
of the nver is a black mud, about one foot in 
depth, resting on a whitesandy rock, soft and 
easily worked at the surface, but increasing m 
hardness in proportion to its depth The oppo- 
site bank of the river is entirely a shelling rock 
covered with loose sand, m many places to some 
depth. The Fort issaid to bate been built about 
sixty years, and the works to have been loop- 
holed by an Engineer, who came from Delhi for 
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the purpose The Garrison, from the best mfoi- CHAP 
matiou that could be collected, was estimated, 
when we arnved befoie the place, at 700 men 1818 
In the reconnaissance which the Engmeeis 
made, the Garrison allowed them to i ide along 
the l lglit bank of the rivei, immediately opposite 
the Fort, without intei ruption, as some nego- 
ciations were going on at the time, and thus a 
good view was obtained of the defences of the 
inner and outei lines, on the South and West 
sides , but nothing could be seen of the ditch oi 
fausselnay, the existence of which was only 
known from the reports of the Natives, who all 
differed m their accounts of the situation and 
dimensions of these works, describing the 
faussebray merely as a range of stabling Very 
little could be ascertained regarding the strength 
of the Fort on the East and North side, as the 
Gainson occupied the Pettah, and the village 
of Suumaree. 

PROJECT OF ATTACK 
Fiom the limited information wduch was 
thus obtained, the Commanding Engineer re- 
commended an approach from the light bank of 
the nvei, against the South-West angle, for the 
following leasons ; First, because m ordei to 
attack the East fiont, it would be necessary to 
cany the Pettah, which m all probability could 
not be effected, without suffering such loss as 

would cripple om future operations Secondly, 

h 2 


7 
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3HAP the same objections existed to an attack on the 
J3^ North side, and to the Southward the ground 
1R18 on the left bank of the rivei was too confined 
for the necessary operations Thirdly, that the 
ground on the right bank of the river was the 
most favorable for the construction of the neces- 
sary works 

The following was the plan he proposed : 
to construct the batteries (I ) and (2) in the pro- 
longation of the West and South faces, and at 
the distance of about 500 yards from them, m 
order to destroy the defences of those fronts, 
and to enfilade them Each battery to have a 
place of arms attached to it, and to contain 2 
guns, besides which, No I battery was to be 
armed with 2 mortars and 2 howitzers for bom- 
barding the place A parallel (B) for 200 men 
was to be constructed the same night, m the 
mango grove, between these two enfilading bat- 
teries 

Fiom the parallel (B) he proposed to advance 
by the zigzags B C D EF, to the bank of the river, 
along which the becond parallel was to be esta- 
blished, and on its right flank the bleaching 
battery (3) for 4 guns This was to be armed 
with the same guns, which were to be with- 
drawn fiom the batteries (1) and (2), as soon as 
the defences of the Fort were ruined. 

The bottom of the revetments of the towers 
( i /) and ( [z ), which weie supposed to be of mud 
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laced with stone, to be loosened by the breach- CHAP 
mg battery, for the purpose of enabling the v J ^^ / 
Miners to form chambers for destioymg them ; 
and when this was effected, lodgments to be 
established m (hen ruins, and the intermediate 
curtain to be convei ted into a parallel ; that por- 
tion of it, which was m the line of fire of the 
breaching battery, being levelled, in ordei that 
the bottom of the inner wall might be seen ovei 
it From behind this lodgment, he proposed to 
sink a shaft, and working from thence, to blow 
in the countciscaip opposite to the curtain (f) 
which was to be breached ; and he projected 
some further mining opeiatious on that side, 
uhich were to min the scarp of the ditch, and 
to destroy one of the interim towers 

As much depended on confining the Garrison, 
he proposed that an establishment should be 
made opposite to the outei gate on the Noilh 
side of the Fort, but it was necessary to post- 
pone this till a reinforcement arrived 
ATTACK OF MALLIGAUM 
May the 18 th 

All the mtienchmg tools and materials col- 
lected foi the siege, having been cai ried down 
at 5 p m to the Engineer Dep6t, which was 
established m rear of the mango giove, the 
working parties for the night assembled At 
dusk the Engiueeis maiked out the enfilading 
hatteues(0 and (2) about 500 yaids distant 
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CHAP from the South-West angle of the body of the 
Place, and in the piolongation of the South 
1818 an< ^ frees. The former was intended for 
2 eighteen-pounders, 2 eight-inch howitzers, 
and 2eight-inclnnortars* the latter for 2 twelve- 
pounders The parallel (B) about 200 yards 
m length, and 300 distant from the bank of the 
river, was also marked out As soon as it was 
dark, the working parties filed off to their 
respective works, and commenced their opera- 
tions About eight p. m the enemy made a 
sortie from their own left, along the bank of the 
nvei, and attacked the covering party posted 
m the grove, in fi ont of the working party, con- 
structing the parallel. This sortie was sup- 
ported by a sharp fire from the guns m the Foi t, 
and of matchlocks from the lower wall. The 
Arabs behaved with great gallantry, fighting 
from tree to tree, and were engaged hand to 
hand with a detachment of the Madras Euro- 
pean Regiment, who could not form line, owing 
to the nature of the ground, but who succeeded 
in repulsing them, after a short and sanguinary 
conflict, m which Lieutenant Davies, the Com- 
manding Eugmeer, was unfortunately killed * 

* This Officer lias scarcely left bis equal behind him in 
zeal, perseverance, and activity His whole soul was de- 
voted to the service In the presence of an enemy, be almost 
denied himself the necessary support of food and sleep, no 
difficult) seemed to appal him, and he carried the plans he 
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May the 19/// OHAP 

The batteries (1) and (2) opened on the Fort V J^_ / 
at day-light, the foimer with tolerable effect -^g 
but the twelve-pounders in the lattei were 
found to make little or no impression on the 
defences of the inner Foi t The enemy l eturned 
the fire from 7 or 8 guns, of all calibres, fiom 
nine-pounders downwards, the gi eater part of 
which w r ere disabled and silenced by our guns in 
the course of the morning During the night, the 
approach B C D E F was constructed, which 
afforded tolerable cover, and a small portion 
of the secoud parallel at the head of the zigzags 
w r as also completed, m which three embrasures 

had formed into execution with n courage and perseverance, 
which deserved succoss if they could not always command it 
"When not actively employed, his time was entirely given up to 
the study of his profession, and to the instruction of his little 
body of Sappers and Miners nor can higher proof of his 
ment be desired, than the proficiency attained by these men,' 
during a period of active service, m duties entirely new to 
them Having alluded m a former note to the reflections 
thrown out fay a cotemporary writer, against his temper, I 
shall only add, that it was too often tried by the vexatious 
opposition, which he experienced to his enlightened views, 
whilst endeavouring to place his Department on a more 
efficient footing His brother Officers of the Corps of En- 
gineers have determined to erect a monument to Ins memory, 
and to that of Lieutenant Nattes, who fell shortly aftet, 
hoping that this record of their esteem and respect, whilst it 
perpetuates the names of those distinguished Officers, may 
also serve as an incitement to others, to follow their example, 
aud emulate their fame 
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CHAP, were opened to protect the left flank of the 
parallel A battery for 2 six-pounders was 
1818 P re P are d at (G), and the adjoining avenues and 
gardens were occupied. At ten p. m the enemy 
made a sortie, to attack this post, bnt were 
repulsed without loss on our pai t The small- 
ness of our force did not admit of our taking 
possession of the whole village. 

May the 20 th 

The village (H) on our left, which had been 
deserted by the inhabitants during the night of 
the 10th, was occupied by a party of Aiabs, 
who at 10 this morning made a bold attack on 
oui outposts, but were soon lepulsed and 
driven out of the village by a charge of the 
Sepoys of the 13th Madras Native Infantry, 
under Captain Robson The eighteen and 
twelve-pounders, in batteries (I) and (2) were 
fired but seldom, on account of a scarcity of 
shot The approaches were completed to the 
propel width, and 2 six-pounders were placed 
m the battery at (F), to scour the river and de- 
stroy the defences of the lower work Dui mg 
the night the parallel was extended, without 
loss, about 140 yards to the light, along the 
bank of thenvei, and at the distance of 1 50 
yards from the exterior works of the Fort. 

May 21 st 

The light of the paiallel was extended 150 
yards, along the bank of the liver; and the 
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breaching battery (3), of four guns, was con- CHAP, 
structed at the distance of about 150 yaids 
from the enemy’s evterior line of works, on the jgjg 
South side of the Fort On the right of this 
battery, one mortar was placed, and at the ex- 
treme i iglil a return was formed, for the protec- 
tion of this flank of the trenches 
May 22 d 

The guns were brought up from the batlenes 
(t) and (2), and were placed in the breaching 
battery after day-light, the enemy’s fire being 
kept under by a continued fire of musketry from 
the trenches, and by the six-pounders placed 
at (F) on the left of the parallel, which enfiladed 
the South face of the extenoi line of works In 
piosecution of the proposed plan of attack, the 
battering guns opened immediately afterwards, 
for the pm pose ot destroying the defences of 
the lower woik, and forming holes in tlietoweis 
(y and z), for the Miners to lodge themselves 
These towers, however, proved to be of solid 
stone and chunatn, so that it appealed impossi- 
ble to effect this object Hence a change in the 
plan of attack became necessai y, and it was 
therefoie resolved to bieach the lowei wall, 
and form a lodgment on its rampait 

Fiom the ai rival of a small leinfoi cement, 
we were enabled, dunng the night, to take pos- 
session of the village of Sunmaree, and the ad- 
joining gardens, and to occupy a stiongposi- 
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tion (I) on the bank of the river, opposite to the 
principal gateway of the Fort 

On the light of this position, a small place of 
arms, and a battery (4) for 2 six-pOunders, were 
constructed, into which the guns from the bat- 
tery (G), which was about 1 70 yards m rear of 
this position, were brought up, and that battery 
was dismantled This new post, besides dis- 
tracting the enemy’s attention, put a slop to the 
free ingress and egress, by the gateway, which 
they had formeily possessed; and consequently 
caused them to be more exposed to our shells, 
than heretofore 

May 23 d 

The breaching guns effected a good breach 
in the curtain of the lower wall, so as to dis- 
cover a part of the faussebray The rampart at 
the breach pioved too narrow to admit of form- 
ing even a toleiable lodgment on it, and in- 
formation led us to believe that theie was no 
cover between it and the ditch It was there- 
fore resolved to breach the faussebray and inner 
wall, by filing over the breach m the exterior 
work. During the day a five and-a-half-inch 
howitzer was placed in the battery (F), and 
threw some shells betwi en the works, which 
annoyed the enemy much, and entirely kept 
down their fire from the outei wall. 

May 241 h 

The breaching guns brought down the top 
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of the faussebray, and commenced firing upon CHAP 
the body of the place, as low as possible 
About four p. m a shell from battery (F) blew ^818 
up a small powder magazine m the Fort, 

May '25th 

The breach was extended to the light and 
left In the afternoon, the parapet and upper 
part of the revetment fell down, in consequence 
of the lower part being ruined 
May 2 6lh 

At four p m. the breaching guns succeeded 
m making a hole through the center of the cur- 
tain The breaching battery was enlarged 
during the night, to receive a howitzer This 
day the 17th Chicacole Light Infantry joined 
the Detachment 

May 27th 

The battering continued with the eighteen- 
pounders only, as the twelve pound shot were 
expended All the guns ran at the vent, in 
consequence of the continued firing, and had 
become almost unserviceable At four p m 
more of the upper part of the rampart fell down, 
forming to all appearance an excellent breach 
Guns were fired at intervals during the night to 
keep the breach cleai 

May 28 ill 

The battering guns were employed m cutting 
away the sides of the breach, so as to form an 
ascent on each side for mounting the rampart 
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CHAP The breach was then lepoited piacticable, and 
it was determined to assault the Fort at day- 
1818 hsMj ncxt morning * 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ASSAULT 
Three simultaneous attacks were ordered to 
be made, on different sides of the place, one on 
the Pettali, the second on the exterior line ot 
woiks, and the third and principal one on the 
breaches. The first had for its main object the 
occupation of the Pettali, to preient the escape 
of the Gairison into it, on the assault of the 
Foit. The second party weie to take posses- 
sion of the outer nails by escalade, between the 
gieat gate and the ditch, and to establish them- 
selves there, and as it was supposed that they 
would be able to find cover and command the 
passage of the ditch, no difficulty was contem- 
plated in effecting then lodgment JBoth of 
these attacks it was hoped would distract the 
attention of the Garrison, and would enable us, 
if repulsed at the breach, to have recourse to 
extensive mining operations 

The party for the attack of the Pettali con- 

* Before the assault was finally decided upon, the expe- 
diency of forming a lodgment on tlie outer brcncli, and of 
establishing a battery there ngimst the inner works, had 
been discussed, but this measure was o\er-ruled in conse- 
quence of the opinion of Lieutenant Nattes, who represented 
that these operations would probably be attended with ns 
heavy a loss, as was likely to result lroni the immediate 
assault ol (lie whole ol the works on that t>idt 



ATTACK OP MALLIGATJM 


125 


sisted of 500 Sepoys, accompanied by 50 CHAP 
Pioneers, not including the men who carried 5 
scaling laddeis, the whole led by an Engineei 
Officer 

The paity for the escalade of the outer wall 
consisted of 50 Europeans, 250 Sepoys, and 50 
Pioneeis, with 5 scaling ladders ; and was also 
led by an Engineer Officer 

The storming party for the assault of the 
breach was led by Lieutenant Nattes, the Com- 
manding Engineer, and was composed of the 
European Sappers and Miners, and a Serjeant’s 
paity of Europeans, each cairying besides bis 
aims, a bundle of grass for filling up the ditch> 

They vieie followed by the Native Sappers and 
Mmeis with scaling ladders, 75 Euiopeans 
with bundles of grass, and 80 Sepoys , 125 
Sepoys were ordered to file to the right and left 
on passing the outei breach, and to scour the 
outer ramparts, taking possession of the huts 
between the walls A reserve of 50 Europeans 
and 300 Sepoys were to follow this party, and 
had orders also to extend to the right and left, 
if it should appear necessary; otherwise they 
were to remain under cover, without the exte- 
rior walls 

At sevep o’clock p m the several parties for 
the assault occupied the positions pointed out 
to them, m the vicinity of their respective 
attacks The party for the breach remained 
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to his satisfaction, thefailuie of the stoiming 
party at the breacli became known, and the 
attempt was of course abandoned, having ex- 
pel fenced a trifling loss, ni placing the ladders 

Dining the night temporary barricades weie 
constructed acioss the principal streets of the 
Pettah, upon which the enemy made several 
attacks, but was constantly repulsed 
May the 30 th. 

After the failure of the assault on Ihe Fort, 
it was lecommended that the attack on the 
West side should be abandoned, for the follow- 
ing leasous Fust, the total want of guns and 
ammunition, the bleaching guns having become 
unsei viceable, and all the shot being expended 
Secondly, the length of time that would pro- 
bably elapse before the arrival of a reinfoi ce- 
ment of artillery Thirdly, on account of the 
threatening state of the weather, and the ex- 
pected approach of the monsoon, which might 
rendei the liver an insurmountable obstacle to 
our operations on that side 

It was therefore proposed to commence an 
entnely new attack on the East face of the 
Fort, as the possession of the Pettah a/Torded 
oui troops ample cover, and a safe approach, 
on that side, to the outer wall, the nature of 
which was now for the first time ascertained, as 
also a facility of mining, to which the nvei on 
the West side was an insurmountable obstacle 



ATTACK OF MALLIGAtJM. ' 129 

la order to confine the Garrison as much as cfiAP 
possible, it was proposed to leave a battalion of 
Sepoys on the West side of > the 1 iver,' which jg 18 
might take up its" quarters ’ in the village (H), 
whence < parties to be < relieved occasionally 
might 1 be sent ‘to the post (I)p and to a redout, 
which it was recommended to construct near 
the breaching battery The streets of the Pettah, 
communicating with the Fort, to be barricaded, 
by which means ap excellent. parallel would be 
obtained,’ along. the whole extent of that side of 
'the Fort 1 It was them 1 proposed, to establish 
mines uuder the three towers (/, m, and n) of 
the outer wall, and for this purpose to sink 
ifehafts witlndl the houses immediatelympposite 
-to them,i and eventually to form 1 lodgments. on 
‘the breaches caused by these mines/ m conse- 
quence of winch it was -expected, that the 
etikmy Would be driven from the outer wall 
Having proceeded so far, it was not expected 
that much more could 'be done till the arrival 
of a' reinforcement of artillery 1 1 

T ’■ 1 1 May 31s^ 1 > 

' Working parties were employed m preparing 
materials Battery (1) was dismantled, and 
during the night, permanent barricades ( o , p, q, 
andir) 1 were constructed across the principal 
streets of the Pettah * ■ ' 

June 1 st 

The Detachment encamped in a new position 

1 
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OHAP. to the North-East of the Pettah, at the distance 
of about two miles from it ,, A redout (L) for 
1818 men was ^ 0IDIE,eilce d at night. Two bat- 
talions ofr Native jlnfantry, 50 Europeans, .and 
the Sappers add Miuers, remained on the old 
ground, during the construction, of this redout 
■ - ' ' June 2 d, ' ? 

Thesame work was continued during thenight 
!> > ■ , June 3d. 1 / ' ,i ,, r > 

This day 2 iron eighteen-pounders, fiom the 
Hill Port of< Unkye Tunkye, ai rived in camp 
and the reddut was completed m the course of 
the night ,, > ,i > _ , , m 

' > June 4th. ~ i 

> Tlje party on the West side of the .river, with 
the; exception fOpdne battalion /left for the de- 
fence of, the post (I), and of the redout, joined 
Head (Quarters t During thenight, an approach 
to theredout, from , the parallel, wnsconstructed 

f u , >/ > June 5th. ‘ , - , 

All the Sappers and Miners, undpi an En- 
gineer Officer, took up their > quarters in the 
Pettah, and immediately commenced sinking 
shafts, opposite to the towers (l, m, and «) of the 
iPUter* wall. . j & a > i , 5 . 

v • ’ June 6lh, i y i - > t 

> i<The mines were continued this day* and night, 

without mtei mission i ,d i , 

June 7th 

, ,The two mines opposite to the to we 1 6 (m & n) 
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were abandoned, on meeting with a stratum of CHAP 
hard rock, within 5 feet of the surface ' The 
mine opposite to the 1 ight tower (l) proceeded 
slowly, the soil being rocky and hard 
June 8 t/i 

The mine opposite to the light tower was 
continued, and about 30 feet of gallery com- 
pleted This morning, a little before day-light, 
the mine fell in, in cousequence of the little 
depth of soil above,' and of a heap of stones 
under which the gallery ran, ‘which' gave* way, 
and buried the European Mmei ,‘ ' Who was fix- 
ing the sheeting boards Fortunately, the 
gallery was covered over, without being per- 
ceived by the enemy 

> 1 i June 9th ' ' 

1 . Du ring the night, battery (5) on tbe'Noith 
side of the Fort, for all the mortars, and 2 guns 
expected from Seroor, was commenced 1 about 
400 yards from the outer walk The distance 
of the shaft from the tower (0 was this night 
correctly ascertained by actual measurement, 
by carrying a line across , 1 ! 

i June 10 th. 11 • 1 

» Battery (5) was completed during- the night 
The Bombay detachment arrived, consisting of 
1 battalion of Native Infantry, and a detail of 
Artillery, with 4 eighteen pounders, 2 brass 
twelve-pounders, 1 ten-inch, 4 eight-inch, and 
1 five-and-a-half-inch moitar The mine pro- 

i 2 
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CHAP ceeded vet y slowly, in consequence of the rocky 
nature of the ground, and of the men not liav- 
Y818 ,n » * ,ecn efficiently practised befoiehand in 
(he fixing of gallery frames - > 

June 1 1 th 


Battery (5) opened at daylight with l ten- 
inch, and 5 eight-inch mortars, and 2 five-and- 
a-half-inch howitzers At eleven a m. two of 


the enemy’s powder magazines blew up m quick 
succession, bringing down a large poi tion of one 
of the curtains of the body of the place from 
the very, )foundation, and exposing the whole 
interior of the, Fort In consequence, of , the 
extent and appaient practicability of the breach 
caused by the explosion, it was resolved that 
no time should be lost m taking advantage of it 
, Accordingly, during the night,- the battery (0) 
for 2 eighteen-poundeis, was constructed an a 
Mussulman’s burying ground, ,320 yards from 
the works, in order to destroy the defences of 
the inner wail Another battery (7) for 4 
eighteen-pounders, was commenced on the bank 
of the rivei, opposite to, and 600 yards distaut 
fiom the outer wall, which it was resolved to 


breach, in frontofthespot, where the explosions 
^above-mentioned had laid open the interior, line 
i of, w.orks , , , jt 1 ' 


, June \2th 


f -fVegociations being entered mto^t we weie 
enabled to proceed with battery (7), which was 
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completed in the course of the day This night CHAP 
the gallery reached the foundation of the tower 

1818 

June 13 lit 

The Garrison suriendered A Jemidar’s 
party of Native Infantry was admitted into the 
Fort, and the British flag was hoisted upon one 
of the towers at noon 

June 15 lh 

The Garrison marched out of the Foit at a 
quarter past nine a m v and giounded their arms 
befoie our troops, who weie drawn up to re- 
ceive them in iront of the principal gateway 
They w*ere afterwards marched off to a part of 
the Pettah, allotted to them for quarteis 

The Garrison marched out only 350 men, for 
a party made their escape, when the Pettah was 
taken They acknowledged to have lost 35 
killed and 60 wounded during the siege * Our 
loss was much more severe, being 5 ofhteis 
killed, 8 w'ounded, and 220 rank and file killed 
and wounded These casualties were princi- 
pally occasioned by the skill of the Arabs, who 
are very e\peit marksmen, in the use of their 
matchlocks, with which they picked off those 
men, who exposed themselves in the trenches 
They certainly made a very gallant defence, and 
their consideration in allowing us to cairy off 

* This is so unusual a proportion, that in all probability it 
must have been a misrepresentation 
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CHAP, our dead and wounded, as w oil their respect 
v J[^ / for lla^s of truce, and of no^ociatioos entered 
1818 ,n ^°> ^ ,e,n n0 credit * 

eng i n v t:r 7) epaiitmen r 

Lieut Davies, Commanding Engineer (killed) 

" Nnttes - - - - Slajf (lilted) 

Ensign Purton, (severely mounded) 

" Underwood, (slightly wounded) 

“ Lake 


27 European 
45 Native 



itrs and Miners 


STOIlte, Ac 
10,277 Sand Bugs, 

500 Gabions 
170 Fascines 

And <mflicicnl intrenching tools for the use of the 
Sappers and Miners. 

ORDNANCE 


At the commencement of the Siege 

2 Iron eighteen-pounders ^ rendered 
2 Iron twelve-pounders j unserviceable 
8 Brass si\ pounders 
1 Eight-mch mortar. 

1 Fivc-nnd-n-lialf-incli ditto 

2 Eight-inch howitzers 

2 Fivc-and-n-half-mch ditto. 

Joined on the 3 d of June 
4 Iron eighteen-pounders 


* After the) had laid down their turns, in front of our 
troops, Lieutenant-Colonel M'Downll showed a laudable 
regard for good conduct m an cneni), bv restoring their side 
nnns, an indulgence so grattf) mg to their feelings, that man) 
of them acknowledged it with tears 
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Joined on the Oth of June. 
4 Iron eighteen-pounders. 

3 Brass l\\ eh e-pounders. 

1 Tcn-jncli mortar 

4 Eight-inch ditto 

2 Fnc-nnd-n-half-mch howitzer; 


OH At’. 
IV. 

1818 


AMMUNITION LXPI.NDLD 


Eighteen-pound shot 

. 3402 

Twelve pound shot 

2305 

Ditto grape 

21 

Six-pound shot . 

. 500 

Ditto grape . 

. 50 

Tcn-mch shells . . 

. . 98 

Ei ghl-mch ditto 

1004 

Fi\c-nnd-n-h.ilf-mch ditto . 

. 233 

Eight-inch carcasses 

(3 

Gunpowder, lbs . 

35,500 


itrrLUCTioNs 


If it were not for the Pettah, which weaketis 
the East front so material!), Malligaum might 
be considered a perfectspecimen of thestrongest 
kind of Native Forts, so far as regards the 
size and disposition of the works, and also m re- 
ference to the rockiness of the soil, on which it 
is placed 

The chief objection to the original project of 
attack is, that even if it had been possible to 
destroy the towers ( y and z) by mining, as pro- 
posed, the mtenention of the river between 
them and the trenches, must have proved an 
insupeiable obstacle to that species of uninter- 
rupted and comparatively secure communica- 
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CHAP, tion, at all hours, ^which is desirable, if notmdis- 
pensably necessary to a besieging army, m the 
1818 even ^ an obstinate and protracted resistance, 
in which every successive work is disputed inch 
by inch Accordingly it has been asserted, 
that the Fort was attacked in its strongest side; 
but it must be remembered, m justice to the ex- 
cellent Officer now no more, by whom the plan 
was formed, that he had only a choice of diffi- 
culties The side actually attacked, but for 
the obstacle that has been noticed, was far from 
being the strongest On the contrary, if success 
could have been anticipated on any side, from 
distant breaching batteries, without the neces- 
sity of progressive approaches, the sideactually 
attacked, or the .West side, which like it can 
only be approached by crossing the river, may 
undoubtedly, be considered the most favourable 
for such an operation , for on the, two other 
sides of the Fortress, the intricate works de- 
fending the gateways, and one extra inclosure, 
offer additional difficulties to an assault But 
the chief reason which induced Lieutenant 
Davies to commence his operations from the 
opposite side of the river, was the reluctance 
which he felt to an attack on the Pettab, which 
otherwise must have been an indispensable 
preliminary For in the event of a vigorous 
resistance, which there was every leason to an- 
ticipate, he thought that Lieutenant-Colonel 
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M‘Do\\ all’s original force would be so much CI1A1* 
weakened, bj the loss it must ncce^ardy suh- 
tain in the capture of the Peltali, as to become 
entirely unequal to those ulterior operations, 
without which the fall of the Fortress ifsclf 
could not be expected Under this impression, 
lming decided upon opening the trencher from 
the opposite side of the rncr, I shall onh 
remark, that if he could have foreseen the irn- 
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CHAP, confined bun to the body of the Plice and 
fauSsebray. The South side of the outer line 
thus falling into our possession, might have 
been converted into a coiivemCnt parallel, ex- 
tending from the Pettah to the tower marked 
( z ) in the plan, near to which a breaching bat- 
tery might have been Constructed to breach the 
front (a b), either m the spot where the breach 
wafe actually effected m the present instance,' or 
in the curtain, near the tower (b) 

It was before-mentioned, that Lieutenant 
Nattes, when on the summit of the breach, Was 
seen to wave his hand, and that when the storm- 
ing party who followed him mounted it, imme- 
diately afterwards, the ladders dropped out Of* 
the hands of the men, whilst in the act of lower- 
ing them, for the purpose of descending the 
wall m 1 ear of the breach. It has been confi- 
dently asseited, that the motion made by Lieut 
Nattes, was a signal for the stoimmg party to 
retire, m consequence of his having disCoveied 
fiom that elevated position, ceitam msupeiable 
.obstacles, previotisly unknown,* and it has' 
also been of course implied, that the ladders 
weie considerably shoitei, than the height of 
the wall alluded to, aud consequently that they 
pi ovcd unsei viceable, at the very moment when 
requiied for use Of these assei ttons, I considei 
the one more than doubtful, the other decid- 
" See Lieut -Colonel Biacker’s Meluoir ’ 
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edly enoncous For, on the most minute ex- CHAP 
animation of the works, after the place surren- 
dered, the surviving Engineeis found, that the -^g 
only obstacle to the success of the assault, and 
certainly a very formidable one, was the fausse- 
hra) But Lieutenant Nattes fell on the breach, 
from whence lie could not possibly lute seen 
more than 5 or 0 feet of the ditch of that tvoik, 
the actual depth of which can no where be as- 
certained without adtancing to the \ery crest 
of its counterscarp It is undent, therefore, 
that nothing seen by him, on mounting the 
breach, could gitchim a more formidable notion 
of that woi h, than lie entertained before, foi 
although the piecise strength of the faussebray 
was not known, its depth was by no means an 
unforeseen obstacle, but one considered, and 
iu a certain degree pronded for, m the plan of 
assault * In regard to the breach itself, itis true 

* Extract of an official letter, written the da) before the 
assault, from Lieutenant Nattes to Lieut -Colonel M'Dowall 

“ That a ditch does exist, mid that behind it there is a 
“ loop-holed faussebray, arc facts That these are obstacles 
“ is equally tme, but I do not consider them insuperable 
“ Similar obstacles in Spain were overcome by the means 
“ which I propose,” &c <5Lc 

The above quotation sufficientlj proves the incorrectness of 
the assertion, that Lieutenant Nattes discovered certain un- 
foreseen obstacles, on mounting the breach of the outerwoll 
Ho had, however, in calculating the quantity of materials for 
filling up the ditches, estimated its depth at 20 feet, whereas 
it was afterwards found to'be 25 feet 
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CHAP that the original wall in the reverse of it, leuiain- 
ed nearly entire, but this was only 8 feet 
1818 . high, and the ladders earned to the spot were 
18 feet long; and the enemy had made no at- 
tempt whatever to scarp away the ground at 
the bottom of the wall alluded to In fart, the 
only work, constiucted by them behind the 
breach, was the retrenchment marked (x) m the 
plan, which scarcely deserves the name, for it 
consisted of a trench, not 2 feet m width and 
depth, and of a parapet equally insignificant.. 
(See the Section through e J in Plate XV) 

As the wall before described m the reverse of 
the breach, was a little lower towaids the left, 
than on the extreme right, where Lieutenant 
Nattes himself had ascended, it is possible that 
the waving of his hand may have been intended 
to caution the storming party to incline a little 
to their left; but for my part, as he must have 
despised the paltry obstacles at and m the 
immediate vicinity of the breach, I have not 
the smallest doubt but that the waving of his 
hand was a signal to the troops to advance 
without loss of time, in the hope of their being 
able to close with the Arabs in then retrench- 
ment, befoie the latter could effect their letreat 
into the faussebray That thestorming party did 
not advance further, as they certainly might have 
done, is, however, no discredit to them, for be- 
sides tl e loss of the Engineer who led the as- 
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sau 1 1, then own Commanding Officer was badly 
wounded, and the second m command killed 
on the breach,* where the head of the column 
remained with great coolness, exposed to a de- 
structive tire, until they received dnections to 
retire, "which thev did iu good order 'If these 
unfortunate’ casualties had not paralized'the 
efforts of thelroopsAt the breach, whiehcaused 
theescalade on the outei line on the other side 
of the Fort also, to be relinquished, it is not 
altogethci impossible, but that the three simul- 
taneous attacks,’ vigorously conducted, might 
have produced such an effect upon the enemy, 
as to ! lead . to the’ immediate surrender of the 
place > i > 

r After the capture of.Malhgaum, as the rams 
had already commenced, Lieutenant-Colonel 
M‘Dowalfs detachment took up their quarters 
for the monsoon In the mean time, the force 
under Lieut -Colonel Adams had been em- 
ployed m the si^ge of Chanda, which we shall 
now proceed to relate, after briefly noticing 
the previous operations t 

Subsequently to the defeats sustained by the 
Peishwah in November 1817, m the neighbour- 
hood of Poonah, he no where attempted to 
make head against our tioops m force, but 
wandered about as a fugitive, always accom- 

Lieutenant Kennedy of the 17th Native Infantry, an 
Officer of greal merit 
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Lient.- 
Colonel 
M'Dowall 
takes np 
Ills quar- 
ters for the 
monsoon 


Move- 
ments of 
the 

Peishwah 
after Ins 
defeat at 
Poonah in 
Nov 1817 
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CHAP panied, howevei, by a considerable number of 
armed followers fn the mouth of March 1818, 
1818 was induced to move towards Nagpooi, by 
invitation of the Rajah, but being closely pur- 
sued and nearly overtaken by Brigadier-General 
Doveton, on marching to the Northward to 
avoid, that General, he was intercepted , by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Adams, who with his divi- 
sion had jfoi 5 some time occupied a position at 
Hmghmghaut, South of Nagpoor By making 

hi* troop* aforced march from that place on the night of 

are J 

j>erscdby the 16th of April, Lieutenant-Colonel Adams 
Adams, * fell in with the Peishwah’s troops next morning, 
marches near thevillageof Seunee,and instantly attacked 
cSL them Those who attempted to lesistwere 
immediately routed, and the whole dispersed m 
' great confusion After this ■ affair, Colonel 
Adams returned to Hinghmghaut, where he 
remained until he was joined by the Hussmga- 
bad battering tram, and the Madras Artillery 
■under Major Goreham. On the 5th of May he 
marched towards Chanda, the only place of 
importance in the Southern part of the Nagpooi 
country, and encamped before it on the 3th, 
about three miles to tlife North-West of the 
city - ' i ' * ’ 

The force 1 of Lieut.-Colonel Adams's Divi- 
sion was as follows * 

■ BENGAL TROOPS. 

2 Brigades of Native Horso Artillery. r 
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fortifica- 

tions 


CHAP other sides the ground is open (See PlateX VII). 

The mclosuie of thte place consists of a lam- 
1818 fr° m 8 to 12 feet,high, and from 12, to 16 
feet thick, surmounted by a loop-holed, parapet, 
8 feet high and { 4 feet thick, and flanked at mo- 
derate but irregular distances by round towers 
The whole is, constructed of excellent masonry, 
of a species of sand stone with chunam, 'in a 
high state of repair, and complete every where, 
excepting that part of the' wall, which bounds 
the Southern side 'of the Tank,' which has no 
parapet The Ba^a Killa, or Citadel, is situated 
about the middle of the, East,side, 170 yards 
from the rampart The height of its wall is 45 
feet, andi though apparently of a moie ancient 
construction than that of the city, it was still m 
a good state of repair An incomplete outer 
, rampart of mascfnry surrounded this* .work 
There are but few substantial houses within 
the, walls of the city, the Palace being the'only 
stone building of any importance ’ 
r ATTACK OF, CHANDA 


, , , i May 1 Qlh< u 

< Lieutenant-Colonel Adams pei sonaliy recon- 
noitred the North and>E&st sides, protected' by 
a considerable detachment of\ Cavalry andsln- 
fantry,! which the distance from camp, and 'the 
strength of the Garrison (reported to be J 3000 
men), rendered necessary The Pioneers w'ere 
employed in preparing materials , , , ! 1 
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May lU/t CHAP 

The reconnoissance was completed on the 
West and South sides, and it was determined ^gis 
that the attack should be made on the South- 
East angle, this point being preferred, on ac- 
count of the cover afforded by the Pettah tope/ 
to the advanced detachments, and by a ravine 
offering a good approach to within half musket 
shot of the angle During this day’s recon- 
noissance, the enemy were driven from a small 
lull (a) on which they were consti uctmg a re- 
dout The Pioneers, and a u orkmg partj r of 
100 Dooly-bearers, were employed as on the 
preceding daj 

May 12 th 

The Pioneers and working paity of Dooly- 
bearers were still employed as before 

May 13 th 

The troops moved their camp to a new posi- 
tion, at the distance of 2 miles to the Southward 
of the city 

The hill from which the enemy was driven 
on the 1 1th, and to which they had not return- 
ed, was occupied , and the Bengal Native Hoise 
Artillery, and a troop of Cavalry, took posses- 
sion of the Begum Pettah 

The company of Madias Pioneers, and 100 
Dooly bearers, were sent out at twelve o’clock, 
to collect and prepaie matenals At eight p m 
* A grove 
K 
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•CHAP the company of Bengal Pioneers, and a work- 
mg party, of 100 Sepoys, commenced a sunken 
1818 batter y ** or 2guns, and a position for 1 howitzer, 
on the hill (a) about 850 yards from the South- 
Bast angle, to -silence some large gnnson the 
South face, which obstructed oui communica- 
tions with the advanced detachment The 
Madras Pioneers, and a fresh working party, 
relieved' them at three o’clock in the morning, 
but the soil proving excessively rocky, the 
work was not finished at daybreak, and was 
accordingly masked. 

. < May [4 th 

During the day the Bengal Pioneers, and 
100 Dooly-bearers, collected materials The 
Madras Pioneers finished the battery at night 
May \5th. 

The battery opened at daybreak, and had the 
desired effect. 

< The Bengal Pioneers, and 100 Dooly-bearers, 
prepared and collected materials 
March 1 6th 

The whole of the Pioneers, and the same 
number of Dooly bearers, employed as yester- 
day 

May 1 Ilk 

The Pioneers, and 1-30 Dooly-bearers col- 
lecting materials, filling sandbags, -&c The 
Pioneers ceased work at twelve o’clock. A 
sufficient quantity of materials having now been 
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prepared, the following batteries weie com- CHAP 
menced at eight p m by the two companies of 
Pioneers, and a working party of 300 Sepoys , jg^g 

First, A battery ( b ) of 5 embrasures, at the 
distance of about 400 yaids, for 4 luelve-pound- 
ers, to fire on the defences to the right of the 
South-East angle, the point selected for the 
breach 

Secondly, A sunken battery (c), at the same 
distance, for 3 si\-pounders, to enfilade those 
defences and 

Thirdly, A battei y (rf), at the distance of 630 
yards between the above, for two howitzers 

The working parties were discovered, and 
the enemy opened a fire, which, however, did 
not obstruct the progress of the work 
May 18 Ih 

The batteries opened at daybreak The light 
twelve-pouudcis proving insufficient to rum 
the parapet, 2 of the eighteen-pounders were 
brought into the battery, and the whole played 
with good effect A trench of communication 
was to have been opened fiom the Pettali to 
the enfilading battei y , but it was now consi- 
dered unnecessary, as the fire of the enemy, 
bothfiom guns and matchlocks, was completely 
kept under ; the gate by which they might have 
sallied, nearest to the battery, was ascertained to 
be blocked up, and the party of mfantiy foi its 
protection, found good cover behind the bank of 

K 2 
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CHAP the Nullah A working party of 130 Dooly- 
bearers filled sand bags during the day At eight 
p m the Bengal Pioneers, and a party of 100 Se- 
poys, commenced the bleaching battery (e) for 3 
eighteen-pounders, at the distance of about 200 
yaids The Madras Pioneers, and 100 flesh 
Sepoys, relieved them at midnight, and the 
Bengal Pioneers returned to work at three 
o’clock in the morning. The enemy set fire to 
some huts, m consequence of which they dis- 
covered the working party on its approach, and 
kept up a fii e of guns and matchlocks during the 
night, but without being able to retard the work 
May 19 Ih 

The breaching battel y opened at seven A. M 
The working party of Sepoys had been with- 
drawn at daybreak, but the two companies of 
Pioneers continued working till ten a m., com- 
pleting a communication with the ravine, and 
enlarging the shoulder of the battery for a 
twelve-pounder, to play on the defences flank- 
ing the South-East angle At four p. m a good 
and practicable breach of 100 feet was effected, 
but owing to the distance the troops had to 
march from camp, the assault was delayed 

The 6 howitzers were brought down at dusk, 
to the flank of the breaching battery, and a con- 
tinued fire of round shot, giape, and shells, 
was kept up during the night, on the breach 
and adjacent works. 
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May 20///. 

r riic Ca\a1n and lefoimod Iloise liaung 
lircn distributed around tho place to intercept 
fngiti\cs, the storming parh, undci the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, debouched 
from the Begum Pettah at half-past the a m If 
consisted of two columns, the right composed 
of Bengal troops, the left of Madras troops, and 
was Mipported b\ a 1 ('serve, consisting of a 
squadron of dismounted Cavaby, 2 light guns, 
and the Bengal Light Infant rj Battalion The 
breach was specdilj crowned by both columns 
at once, when thcj di\crgcd to the right and 
left, and at se\eu a. m all leMslance ceased A 
small party of the Garrison had shut themselves 
up m the Bala Ivilla, but surrendered without 
resistance The enemy had cndcatoured to 
raise a platform during the night, to fire over 
the breach, but our battenes had prevented 
them from completing it. 

ENGINEER DLPARTMLN1. 


CHAP 

IV 

1818 


Lieut Anderson, Commanding 
„ Crawford, Bengal Artillery, Acting hngmeu 
ORDNANCE 


3 Lightccn-poundcr iron guns 
J Twehc-pounders, brass 

4 Siv-poundcrs. 

G Fnc-nnd-a-lialf-inch howitzers 
The defence of the Garrison during the siege 
was spirited, but did little lnjiuy to the assail- 
ants, fiom (lie bad management of their ord- 
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CHAP, nance The small guns were mounted on the 
v J^V ) towers, and those of larger calibre were placed 
1818 011 pbtforms, f° r l^arbdt firing, erected behind 
the rampart. 

Chanda can hardly lie considered as a place 
of strength, the great exteht of it alone render- 
ing it indefensible, unless garrisoned by an army. 
Without a ditch or an outwork, protected only 
by a single rampart, m no place higher than 20 
feet, and surrounded on all sides by Pettabs, 
and broken ground, to within a fe\tf yards of its 
walls ; no European Garrison would think of 
standing a siege in it against battering guns, 
and it affords a striking proof of the incon- 
sistency of the Native character, that while they 
constantly, during the war, surrendered im- 
pregnable Fortresses without a blow, they 
should hate thought not only of defending this 
walled town, but of standing the assault, after 
a practicable breach was made. 

In the attack of a place, which was almost 
equally vulnerable on every side, there was of 
course little scope for the display of profes- 
sional skill, yet it may be remarked, that the 
advantage taken of the ground by the Engineer, 
who contrived to bring the troops up to within 
half musket shot of the walls, without trenches, 
was highly to his credit The position selected 
for the breaching battery is also deserving of 
praise; and the advantage of establishing it at as 
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shoita distance ns possible, was proved by the CHAP 
circumstance of the rampart, w Inch was a very 
good one, being breached m nine hours after jg^g 
the opening of this battery, although the firing 
was constantly interrupted by the beating of 
the metal The duty in the trenches was un- 
usually seveie, m consequence of the heat of 
the weather, and amongst the victims of it w r as 
Major Goreham, a very distinguished officer of 
the Madras Artillery 


CHAPTER V 

THE SIEGLS or ASSEERGHUR, NOWA, AND 
COPAL DROOG 

The Sieges, which form the ^ulqect of the 
present Chapter, weie undertaken after the 
termination of the War, and tw r o of them, Nowa, 
and Copal Droog, were altogethei unconnected 
with it. The Fortress of Asseerghur had en- 
gaged our attention at different periods, but the 
attack of it had been postponed, in the first 
instance, in consequence of the hostilities com- 
menced by the Nagpoor Rajah, and afterwards, 
perhaps, from a consideration of the inadequacy 
of our means to reduce it The Killedar Jes- 
wuntRow Lar, was a warm supporter of thePin- 
dany system, and evenaftei Ins mastei Smdiali 
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CHAP, had signed the Treaty of the 5th of November, 
he showed a determination to support it, by 
18X8. °fl' erill & the protection of his Fortress to the 
Peishwah, when that Prince, after a pursuit 
by Brigadier-General Doveton, which for 
rapidity and distance is, perhaps, unexampled 
m India, fled there in June 1818 
Bajconow Fortunately Bajee Row accepted the teims 
toSirjoim offered' him by Sir John Malcolm,* and with 
Malcolm Aiabs, who had adhered to him to the last, 

surrendered to that General Jeswunt Row 
The hos- Lar had therefore no other opportunity of show- 
dnctof ing his devotion to the Mahratta cause, than by 
Rovr Lar, admitting the Peishwah’s family and treasure 
dar A*- into his Fort, while the negociations were pend- 
»cergimr 1U ^ ant } by fi rln g on our troops, when, on one 

occasion, they came within, reach of his guns. 

Circumstances did not allow us, to resent this 
insult at the time,f and the following year, be- 


* On the receipt of Bajee Row's overture, that General had 
proceeded by forced marches with his Division to Asseer- 
ghur, having left parties to block np the fords of the Ner- 
buddab, m the event of the Peishwah trying to get to the 
Northward 

f It must be confessed that if Bajee Row had refused the 
terms which were offered to him, we should have been criti- 
cally situated, and the War might have been greatly pro- 
tracted It would have been impossible to besiege the 
Fortress at that time, for m neither of the Divisions was there 
a gun larger than a six-pounder (Brigadier-General Doveton’s 
small battering tlmn having been rendered unserviceable before 
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fore om pieparatious for the purpose were com- CIIAP 
pleted, the Lar was again enabled to display 
Ins hostility to the English, and to mark his de- jg^ 
termination to uphold any power that promised 
opposition to them, by offering and affording 
protection to Appa Saib, their only remaining 
enemy; who, since his escape fiom captivity, 
had been collecting adherents in the Mahadeo 
lulls, and had fled from them to Asseeiglmr, 
just as Lieutenant-Colonel Adams’s prepara- 
tions to attack him were nearly completed 

In this attempt, some of his followers weie l’rcpara- 
kdled and taken, and Appa Saib himself ti.c s.cge 
narrowly escaped being intercepted, by a de- ghur 
tachment from Brigadier-General Doveton’s 
Diusion, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pollock, Minch Mas stationed for the pui pose, 
on the roads North of the Fortress As soon as 
hediad reached Asseeighur, Brigadier-General 
JDoieton’s Division encamped a few miles to 

Malligaum, which at this time still held out), and the rains 
were just then commencing The combined Divisions were 
not then sufficiently strong to blockade the place effectually , 
so as to prevent the escape of the Peishwab, and they must 
ha\e remained for six months, before they could have com- 
menced active operations, shot up between the rivers ]Ner~ 
buddah and Taptee, in a country’ entirely destitute of supplies, 
and at that season, one of the most unhealthy in India. It has 
since been ascertained beyond a doubt, that Sindiab bad 
determined, in the event of Bajee Row taking refuge in his 
Tort, to take up arms once more m his support 
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CHAP the Southward of it, in the neighbourhood of 
Boorhanpoor; while Brigadier-General Sir 
1819 *?°^ n Malcolm, who was the bearer of an order 
from Smdiab, for the Lar to proceed to Gwalior, 
took up his ground to the North As theKille-' 
dar refused compliance with his master's requi- 
sition, under the most frivolous pretexts, pre- 
parations were made for the siege, and they 
were greater, as regarded the number of men 
and ordnance, than had been assembled before 
during the campaign. 

The following is a statement of the force 
before the siege . 

BRIGADIER GENERAL DOVETON’S DIVISION 
Bengal Troops 

6th Regiment of Light Cavalry. 

1st Battalion 15th Regiment of Native Infantry 
2nd Battalion 15th Regiment ditto 
300 Pioneers 

Madras Troops. 

1 Troop of European Horse Artillery. < 

2nd Regiment of Native Cavalry 
7th Regiment ditto. 

His Majesty’s Royal Scots 

„ 30th Regiment (one wing) 

„ G7th Regiment 

Madras European Regiment 
1st Battalion 7th Regiment of Native Infantry 
1st Battalion 12t!i Wallajahabad Light Infantry 
2d Battalion 17th Chicacole Light Infantry 
2d Battalion 1 3th Regiment of Native Infantry 
2d Balia 1 on 14th Regiment ditto 
A Detachment of Pioneers 
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BRIGADIER GENERAL SIR JOHN MALCOLM’S DIVISION 
Madras Troops. 

Half a Troop of European Horse Artillery 
Camel Howitzer Battery' 

3d Regiment of Native Cavalry 
2d Battalion Gth Regiment of Native Infantry 
1st Battalion 14th Regiment ditto 
A Detachment of Pioneers 

Bombay Troops 

1st Battalion Grenadier Regt of Native Infantry 
1st Battalion 8lli Regiment ditto 
A Detachment of Pioneers. 

This respectable force was afterwards in- 
creased by a part of the Saiighur Division, under 
the command of Brigadier-General Watson, 
consisting of some Bengal Miners, two Batta- 
lions of Bengal Natne Infantry, the 2nd 
Battalion of the 1st Regiment, and the 2d 
Battalion of the 13th Regiment, of Native In- 
fantry, and some Artillery and heavy guns 

The Fortress of Asseerghur is situated about Descr tP- 
two miles from the end of one of the great secrgbnr 
Western ranges of the Sautpoorah hills, and Plates 

° XVIII 

sixteen miles North of the city of Boorhanpoor nndxix. 
It was besieged and taken by the Einpeior 
Akbar on the first establishment of the Mogul 
power in the Deckan, and passed from the 
hands of the Mussulmen to the Mahrattas 
about seventy years ago, agreeablj to a treaty 
made at Aurungabad A D 1750, between 
Salabut Jung the Nizam of the Deckan, and 
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CHAP. the Peishwah Ballajee Row It was also sur- 
rendered to the English in the Mahratta War 
1819 but was restored to Smdiah imme- 

diately afterwards. Being situated in one of 
the great passes fiom the Deckan into Hindo- 
stan, the possession of this Fortiess has always 
been considered of importance, and the natural 
defence, which it receives from a precipice of 
rock, m almost every part, has been increased 
by a thick and lofty rampart of masonry, which 
is built on the summit of the rock, and by large 
cavaliers placed indifferent parts of it, mounted 
with enormous guns, which commanded the 
country around in every direction.* The gene- 
ral height of this position above the plain is 
750 feet Its greatest length is 1 100 yards, and 
its greatest breadth 600 . Nearly one half of 
the rock towards the Westward has been fur- 
ther protected by a second inclosure of good 
masonry immediately below it, and following 
the curved outline of the natural scarp, from 
which circumstance, it has been aptly styled 
Kummurgah (oi the belt) , and on the same 
side, but not cotering so much of the IN oi them 

face of the lock, a third inclosure has been 

* 

added of an irregulai form, containing a space 

* One of these guns is pompously styled the Lord of the 
Boorlmnpoor Bazar, which the Natives firmly believe it will 
reach, although fourteen miles distant m a direct line It is of 
iron, and carries a ball of .184 pounds 
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neaily equal to the area of the upper 01 prin- CHAP 
cipal Fort This third mclosure, which is 
called Mallighur, constitutes the lower Fort -jg^ 
The Pettah is situated still more to the West- 
ward, in a hollow intersected by numerous 
lavmes, and lies immediately under the lower 
Fort, the works of which overlook and com- 
mand it throughout its whole extent 

The entrance of the lower Fort is from the 
Pettah, and the road to it, winch forms a gentle 
ascent, is well flanked by the works on each 
side In every other part the ascent from the 
Pettah towards the lower Foit is exceedingly 
steep 

The principal entiance into the upper Fort, 
neai the Western extiemity of the rock, is by 
steep flights of stone steps, secuied by five 
gateways of excellent masonry, by means of 
which it communicates with the lower Fort, 
through the second mclosure There is also a 
sally-port at the South-Fast angle, open at top, 
and protected by five traverses, which affords 
a direct communication from the upper Fort to 
the country on that side. The second mclosure 
before described has likewise a direct commu- 
nication with the country, by a weak wicket or 
small gateway at its right extremity, under the 
middle of the Noitliern side of the rock 

On the same side, but more to the Eastwaul, 
after a descent of about 250 feet, a neaily level 



SIEGES OF THE MADRAS ARMY 


158- 

/ 

CHAP space juts out from the North-East angle of the 
rock, to the distance of about 400 yards, which 
1819 g r0UQ d has probably atone time been occupied, 
and perhaps connected with the works of the 
second inclosure for an old gateway of masonry 
still remains at the extremity of this level, im- 
mediately above the descent into the plain , and 
the road, which leads directly from the country 
towards the second inclosure, actually passes 
through this gateway 

> The lock, which is the natural boundary of 
the upper Fort, fails m three places, where of 
course more attention has been paid to the 
masonry, than in other parts First, on the 
piate North side, at the part marked (o) m the plan, 
where a very thick double rampart has been 
built to supply this deficiency. Secondly, 
towards the East, not far from the North-East 
angle, at the head of a ravine, which commences 
m the interior of the Fort, and runs from thence 
into the plain, extending wide, and branching 
out into several ramifications m its descent. 
Across the top of this ravine has been thrown a 
casemated rampart, nearly 50 yards m length 
and 40 feet thick , below which at the distance 
of 50 yards, there is a second wall, which ap- 
pears to have been intended chiefly for the pur- 
pose of pi eventing the earth fi om bemg washed 
away during the rams Thirdly, near the 
South-East angle, where aie the works of the 
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sally-poit before-mentioned ; m front of which CHAP 
a low wall has been built, to prevent this en- 
tiance into the Fort fioiu being seen fiom the 
country 

There are a good many buildings in the Foit, 
and some fine tanks and wells On the North 
and South sides, the country below theFortis 
plain and generally level, but inteisected by 
two or three Nullahs * At the foot of the lull, 

-on the North aide, are several gardens and vine- 
yards, all supplied with wells of water On 
the East and West sides, the country is inter- 
sected by deep ravines, and ranges of lulls, 
which on one side extend as far as the river 
Taptee, and on the other connect with the great 
Sautpooiah range, it being understood, how- 
ever, that every eminence within long cannon 
shot is considerably lower than the command- 
ing position of Asseerghur 

ATTACK OE ASSEERGHUR 

A large dep6t of materials had been forming 
for some time previous to the siege, at a village 
between Brigadier-General Doveton’s Head 
Quarters, and the advanced post under Lieut - 
Colonel Pollock, about seven miles distant 
from the Fort On the 17th of Maich, all at- 
tempts at an amicable adjustment having failed, 

* Nullahs are water courses generally drj , except in the 
rainy season, when they-present tire appearance of mountain 
ttorrents, and sometimes even of rivers 
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CHAP the necessary orders were issued for the assault 
of the Pettah 

jgjg Match 18 th 

The ground having been previously recon- 
noitred, and the necessary arrangements made, 
the Pettah was taken at daybreak, by a simul- 
taneous attack of two columns from the two 
Divisions, of Brigadier-General Doveton, and 
Brigadier-General Sir John Malcolm, which 
were encamped North and South of the Foi- 
tress Brigadier-General Doveton’s column, 
commanded by Colonel Fraser, and led by His 
Majesty’s Royal Scots, entered the Pettah by 
the South-West gate, at the head of the Battu- 
keerab Nullah Bngadier-6eneral Sir John 
Malcolm’s column, entered by the high road 
from Boorgaum and Choulkan, through a gap 
m the hills, which cover the Pettah on the 
North-West The enemy w r ere taken by sur- 
prise, and made but little opposition, flying as 
the attacking party advanced, and our troops 
soon established themselves under cover of the 
houses, with a trifling loss, occasioned by the 
fire from the lower Fort, which opened as soon 
as the enemy’s party had evacuated the Pettah 
A battery (a) for 6 light howitzers, to keep 
down the enemy’s fire, was completed during 
the day. The Engineer Depdt was established 
m the large bombproof Pagoda in the centre of 
the Pettah, and the troops occupied the street 
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in athauce, 'winch runs parallel to the Fort CHAP. 
The encnn *s nuns from the upper Fort, winch 
were depressed to plaj on the Pettah, made 
good practice During the night it was in- 
tended to construct the battery (It) for 6 eigli- 
teen-poundcrs,nnd 2 twelve-pounders, to breach 
the North-West angle of the lower Fort; to 
ad\ mice our posts to { d ), to pre\ ent the enemy’s 
sallies, and to barricade those streets enfiladed 
by the encim’s fire Owing, however, to the 
difficult nature of the soil, and a deficiency of 
materials, the battery, although commenced, 
was not continued A secure post at (d) was 
completed, but in consequence of the flank- 
ing fire of the low er Fort, as it w as impossible 
to make an approach to it, without going 
through the tedious operation of the double sap, 
it was determined alwajs to withdraw the troops 
at da} light to (r), that post answering the same 
purpose during the dn\ The streets w ere bar- 

ricaded, in the openings leading to the loner 
Fort, so as to affiord a safe communication 
along the whole extent of the mam street of die 
Pettah The encnn fired during tin night at 
the respcctnc- working parties hut without 
effect 
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CHAP Foil, and drove in our tioops from this post, 
which was the key to the whole position, and 
1810 f rom which the advance of the enemy might 
have been effectually checked. They succeeded 
m burning some houses about the post at (d), 
which was apparently the object of their sally, 
as they immediately afterwards retired The 
batteiy (5) was finished during the .night, 
400 yaids from the North-West salient angle of 
the lowei Fort; and another was commenced 
at ( e ), on ,the rising ground above the Pagoda, 
for eight mortars and howitzers. The ground 
on which the mortar battery was placed, was 
so liaid, that the fascines (the only materials at 
hand) could not be picketed sufficiently strong 
The revetment, therefore, gave way when nearly 
completed, and the work was left unfinished. 
The enemy did not fire this night,, or attempt 
any annoyance, after being beat back m then 
sally. , 

Mai ch 20 th. 

The guns opened at daylight with great 
effect, immediately silencing the enemy’s fire. 
By evening they had effected a practicable 
bleach m the salient angle of the lower Fort 
The mortar battery was 'this night completed 
with sand bags Brigadier-General Sir John 
Malcolm’s Division moved to a position North- 
West of. the Foit, and that General’s Head 
Quaiteis weie established m the Lai Baugh. 
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March 2\$t. CHAP 

The enemy, expecting an assault, evacuated 
the low cr Fort at four a. m., as was ascertained 
afterwards from a deserter. At seven a m the 
expense Magazine of battery (l>), which was 
placed against the perpendicular bank of a deep 
ravine, 30 vards to the left, and in rear of the 
bntterv, exploded, from some unfortunate acci- 
dent It contained 130 barrels of powder A 
Native Officer, and 34 rank and file, of the 
Bengal Native Infantrj f , were killed, and a 
Native Officer, and 05 rank and tile, wounded 
by the explosion. The enemy immediately 
returned m great numbers to the low r er Fort, 
and re-opened their guns These were soon 
silenced, the parapets m front of them being 
completely destroyed The mortar battery (c) 
opened at three p m This day orders were 
issued, for the defence of the Pettah being mnde 
over to Brigadier-General Sir John Malcolm’s 
Division 

March 22rf 

During the day, 130 shells w'ere tin own into 
the Fort from battery (e), and at night two 
additional embrasures were prepaied, each for 
a twelve-pounder, about 200 yards to the right 
and left of the battery {&), the one on the right, 
to destroy some defences of the low r er Fort, 
from whence the troops m the Pettah w r eie 

annoyed by the enemy’s musketry , that on the 

l 2 
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CHAP, left, to silence the large gnn in the centre has- 
tion of the Nortli face of the upper Fort, winch 
1819 k° re on the battery ( b ) 

March 23 d 

The Engineer Department moved, under the 
protection of the Bengal Brigade, to reconnoitre 
the East front of the Fort, and to decide on the 
ground of encampment for Brigadier-General 
Doveton’s Division. The mortars m the Pettah 
continued playing upon the Fort A 44-mch 
howitzer was placed m the Pettah, at the top 
of tiie barricade, thrown across the principal 
street leading to the gateway of the lower Foit, 
to prevent the enemy’s sorties in that direction. 
March 24/// 

The Engineer’s leconnoissance being com- 
pleted, the East fiont was decided to be the 
most favourable for the attack of the upper 
Fort, and the following is an extract fiom the 
Commanding Engineers letter to Brigadier- 
Genei al Doveton on the subject : 

' “ The irregulai nature of the ground, and ' 
the covei afforded by ravines, lender extensive 
parallels unnecessaiy A communication, how- 
ever, should be opened from the Ram Baugh, 
to a ravine on the left of the attack, to enable 
the woi king parties to ari ive under cover. 

V As the approaches aie to be earned up a 
lavmo, exposed to a direct fire in fiont, and a 
flanking fire on each side, it becomes an object 
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of the first importance to knock off the defences CB AP 
of the flanks, aud to prevent the enemy from 
rolling down stones I recommend .that these 
works should be destroyed from their fouuda- 

* i 

tion 

“ This, I concene, can be effected by placing 
batteries on the prolongation of the flanks, m 
such manner as will enable, us to bleach the 
opposite, and eniilade the adjacent flank, from 
the same battery The flanks being destroyed, 
and the defences of the curtain wall knocked 
off, the bottom of the revetment of the .retaining 
and curtain walls is to be loosened, to enable 
the Miners to establish themsehes, or should 
this be found impracticable, a breaching battery 
to be constructed, aud the cui tain w'alMaul 
open I am of opinion, that by one 01 other of 
these means, we shall be enabled to form a 
practicable breach 

“ The mortar batteries to be disposed as re- 
presented in the plan, and, if practicable, a 
brigade of si\-pounders to be placed m battery 
on the detached lull opposite to the South-East 
angle, so as to commaud the high ground m 
rear of the frout attacked 

“ To distract the enemy’s attention from the 
real point of attack, it is advisable, that the 
evening pievious to constructing the batteries, 
possession should be taken of the lower works 
on the Pettah side, and a battery constructed to 
play upon the gateways 
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“ By these means the Garrison will be de- 
prived, of all liopes of escape, and their uncer- 
tainty as to the true point of attack will weaken 
their efforts to oppose us. 

“ On the same principle, I recommend that 
the South-East face should be breached where 
the rock fails, with a view to such advantage 
being taken of it, as circumstances may re- 
qnne.” ii 

The point (o) on the North face was after- 
wards' selected for the second breach, instead of 
the 1 South-East angle, as heie< recommended. 
On the Pettab side a batteiy for 2 eight-inch 
howitzers, and 2 five-and-a-half-mch mortars, 
was erected, 350 yards to the left of the breach- 
ing battery ( b ) The enemy kept up a -smart 
fire from the lower Fort during the night 
■ MarcU 25 th . 

West Attack — Employed m destroying 
the defences to the right and left of the bleach, 
and bombarding the npper Fort ' 

1 . Mm c/i 26 llu 

West Attack. — Employed as yesterday 
Tbfe Pioneers and public followers collecting 
materials for a new battery, for 1 eighteen and ' 
1 twelve-pounder, intended to make a breacli m 
the South face of the lower Foi t. During these 
two days, Bngadier-General Doveton’s Divi- 
sion was moVing to occupy a position, for the 
projected operations on the East front 
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March 27th . - CHAP 

East Attack.— The Ram Baugh, a garden 
(limited under the North-East angle of the up- 
per Fort was occupied, and the Engineers 
Dep6t established there. The enemy brought 
a large gun on the North-East bastion to bear 
on this point, and destroyed a good many car- 
nages, which were exposed for a short time to 
their tire. During the day a battery for 2 twelve- 
pounders was thrown up m front of the garden 
to silence this gun. A communication was 
commenced fiom the Dep6t, m the direction of 
the proposed batteries 

West Attack — The battery (g ) for I eigh- 
teen mid 1 twelve-pounder, for forming a breach 
on the South face of the lower Fort, Was com- 
menced, and the guns taken to the spot; but as 
the battery could not be completed befoie 
morning, they were placed under cover, 100 
yards from the battery 2 six-potmders were 
also earned upon elephants to the eminence, 
called the Moguls Cap 

March 28th 

East Attack. — The communication to the 
proposed battenes Nos. 1 and 2 was completed, 
and a good road prepared for the guns up the 
side of the hill* through the old gateway alread) 
mentioned. 

West Attack — The breaching batteivon 
the South side of the lower Foit, was com- 
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CHAP 

V. 

18X9. 


pleted, and the eighteen-pounder placed m it, 
during the night «. The t twelve-pounder broke 
down ' ) , * 

> i ’ March 2 9th 

East Attack —Two batteries <Nos. land 2 
were constructed during the, night, to destroy 
the defences of the flanks, to the right anti left 
of the curtain of the upper Fort, which it, was 
intended to breach. No 1 was made to .contain 
i5 eighteen-pounders, and No 2 four eighteen- 
pounders^ the former was 380 yards from the 
North-East angle, and 530 from the opposite 
flank, which it was intended to destroy ; the 
latter, was 350 yards from the point of the Fort 
immediately above it, and flOOjfrom the oppo- 
site.flank 

West Attack — The battery (b) re-com- 
menced firing this morning to perfect the breach 
in the salient angle of the lower Fort, previous 
to the approaching assault The guns in battery 
( 'g ) opened at day light, and by evening effected 
a practicable breach A four-and-a-half-mch 
howitzer was established on a height to the 
right of this battery, commanding the gateway 
of the upper Fort. The breaches m the lower 
Fort being reported practicable, orders were 
issued for the assault to take place the follow- 
ing morning 


, March 30th 

East Attack— Owing to the great labour 
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of-, carrying the guns up the heights, only 3 CHAP 
guns were got into battery No. 1, during the 
day, although a Regiment of Europeans, and 
one of Sepoys .were employed, as a workiug 
parly, to drag them up , and weie assisted by 
elephants A battery for 2 heavy mortars, 
was made immediately on the left of No 1 

West Attack. — The enemy evacuated Mal- 
lighur (the lower Fort) during the morning, aud 
,it was immediately occupied by our troops, 
who established themselves there with very 
trifling loss, as the enemy did not open from the 
guns of the Ripper Fort till the assailants were 
well under cover. > Battery ( b ) was dismantled 
During the night, all the mortars but one were 
taken from the Pettah, and placed under cover 
m the lower Fort > ' 

Maich 3 1st. 

East Attack — During this day all the 
guns in Nos 1 and 2 were placed in battery, and 
commenced firing on the defences of the flanks 
with good effect. A battery for 8 mortars and 
howitzers was thrown up m front, and to the 
right of the Ram Baugh, immediately under 
the flill. The enemy kept up a smart fire of 
matchlocks from the second Fort on the work- 
ing party, but with little effect A twelve- 
pounder was placed in battery on the right of 
No 1, to keep down the matchlock fire from 
the North-East angle, which annoyed our pe£f 
pie m No 1 battery. 
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CHAP West Attack —Two eight-inch and 2 five- 
and-a-half-inch howitzers were placed in battery 
1819 (/ ) on the North side Of the Fort; and 2 five- 

and-a-half-inch howitzers weie placed on the 
Mogul’s Cap. ■ ' 

A pnl 1st. 

East Attack — The embrasures of battery 
No. 1 were repaired and widened. The eight- 
mortar battery opened this day. A battery for 10 
mortars was thrown up to the left and in rear of 
No 2. Batteries Nos. 1 and 2 continued firing 
to destioy their opposite flanks ' ' r 1 

West Attack —A batteiy (h) foi 6 gufis 
was constructed, about 600 yards from the 
upper Fort, to breach the wall of the middle or 
second Fort An ' eighteen-pounder and a 
twelve-poundei were placed m the Pettah, to 
destroy the Western defences of the second Fort. 

>< April 2nd. 

East Attack —A magazine was formed foi 
the ten-mortar battery, and the whole - of the 
mortars brought itt. 1 The other batteries coh- 
tmued firing witlr good effect.- ' ' 

West Attack —The guns were' got into 
the six-gun battery, and opened on the North- 
West cui tain of the second Fort, at two o’clock 

P. M 

April 3rd 

The Saughur battering train and Bengal 
Mineis arrived this day 
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East Attack.— The ten-mortar battery CHAP, 
opened this morning. A battery foi 4 mortars 
was thrown up, about 100 yards m front, and 
to the right of No. 1, immediately under 
the first descent from the North-East angle. 

West Attack. — The defences, to the right 
of the intended breach, were destroyed, but the 
fire on the corner bastion being too oblique,' 2 
eighteen-pounders were drawn out at night, to 
the right of the battery. A parapet was thrown 
up for a covering party, on the ndge (above 
battery (Ji), in front of the intended new battery. 

In consequence of a reward having been offeied 
for shot, many were picked up and brought iu 
by the camp followers 

April 4 th. 

East Attack. — The defences of the flanks 
being almost wholly destroyed, a breaching 
battel y, No. 3, for 2 twenty-four-pounders and 
4 eighteen-pounders, was commenced , and as 
the giound would not allow sufficient space for 
more than two embrasures m a hue, the guns 
were placed on three diffeient small levels, one 
above the other, forming an inclined battery 
3 eighteen-pounders were placed m battery to 
the right of No 1, to bear upon and destroy 
the North-East bastion, from whence the 
enemy greatly annoyed our troops 

West Attack — Employed in making a 
mine under the rampart of the lower Fort, iu 
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CHAP order to open a road for the, guns, to the new 
battery on the ndge (ft) During the night* 2 
1819 e, gh teen *P 0Un ders, 'intended for this (battery, 
were. dragged, up from the Pettah, and lodged 

m the.lower Fort,u , n >, < 

, April 51ft. i A 

East Attack —Battery N6 3, 400, yaids 
from the retaining wall, and 450 from the cur- 
taip, was completed this, evening. A magazine 
was, formed for it, and a road for the. guns 
made The front of No. 2 .was thrown forward, 
to convert it into a breaching battery, 1 to bear 
on the retaining wall No* 4' The masonry of 
the North-East angle was destroyed, and the 
large gun on the top of it, a one-bundred-and- 
forty-pounder, rolled from thence half way 
down the lull 

j .We6T. Attack — The breach in the second 
Fort being completed, a four gun breaching bat- 
tery, for the upper Fort, was commenced, on 
the ridge m front of, and above battery (//) TwO 
more eighteen-poundeis were dragged Up into 
the lower Fort during the night; the mine was 
sprung in the morning, and a good road opened 
by it, through the ramparts for the guns A 
few good maiksmen were pushed forward up 
the lull, from the lower Fort, to keep the 
enemy’s matchlock men in check. 

April Qth. i 

East Attack— The 2 twenty-four-pounders 
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and 4 eighteen-pounders were placed m battery CHAP 
in the course of the day, under a heavy fire of 
matchlocks, but with trifling loss, as the mces- 
sant fire from battery No 1 kept the enemy 
under The ten-mortar battery was repaired 
during the night, and an approach was opened 
from No. 1, m the direction of the breach 
West Attack — The breaching battery was 
completed, a magazine made for it, aud the guns 
got into battery. 

Apnl 7lh 

Intelligence was this day obtained, from a 
man who had been allowed to visit the Lar, 
that he began to despond, aud that Ins Garri- 
son looked on further resistance as almost 
hopeless 

East Attack — Breaching batteries (Nos 3 
and 4) opened on the retaining wall with great 
effect, and with the assistance of an oblique file 
from No. 1, a practicable breach was nearly 
effected in the course of the day The approach 
to the breach was continued 

West Attack — The guns opened against 
the rampait of the upper Fort at ten a m , with 
good effect These operations cieated great 
alarm in the Garrison, aud in the evening, two 
Vakeels came fiom Jeswunt Row Lar, with 
offers of surrendei , but wishing to stipulate for 
the Gainsou letaining then arms, they were 
immediately oidered back into the Fort. 
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CIIAP April 8lk. 

The breaching batteries re-opened at day 
1810 hffhk About eleven o’clock a. m., orders were 
received from Brigadier General Doveton to 
cease firing, Jeswuut Row Lar having agieed 
to an unconditional surrender, on the part of 
himself and Garrison The road to the bieacli 
on the East attack was continued during the 
night The rock at the North-East angle was 
also reconnoitred, and it was ascertained, that 
there was a good path for troops, immediately 
under the rock, to assault the breach. 

April 9th. 

The Garrison inai ched out at sun-rise, and 
delivered up their arms Tht Fort was occu- 
pied by British troops, and the union flag 
hoisted, under a royal salute from all the bat- 
teries. 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 

Lieut Coventry, Madras Engineer, Commanding. 
*, Chcape, Bengal Engineer 
,, Purton, Madras ditto 
„ Irvine, Bengal ditto 
Ensign Lake, Madras Engineer, Staff 
„ Warlow, Bengal ditto. 

35 European Sappers and Miners Madras 
- 48 Native Sappers and Miners J Establishment 
125 Native Bengal Miners > 

1000 Pioneers (Bengal, Madras, and Bombay), 
and about the same number of Dooly Bearers 
and Lascars 
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ST0R1.S, tic. CHAP 

05,000 S and Bags V. 

G75 Gabions ^ 

500 Fascines 1810 

ARTILLERY 


Licul -Col Crosdill, C. B j Madras Artillery 
Major Weldon, Madras At l tilery Commissary 
Captain Poignand, Brigade Major. 

1 Troop and a half of Baropenn Horse Artillery. 
4 Companies of Foot Artillery 
1 Company of Native Golundnii7c 
ORDNANCE. 

Al the commencement of the Siege 
15 Eighteen-pounders, iron guns 

3 Tu eh e-pounders, ditto 

4 Twelve-pounders, brass 
1 Ten-inch Mortar 

5 Eight-inch Mortars 

1 Fivc-and-a-balf-incb Mortar 

4 Eight-inch Howitzers 

2 Fivc-and-a-half-inch Howitzers, heavy 

5 Fivc-and-a-half-inch Howitzers, light 

2 Fivc-and-a-half-inch Howitzers, on beds 
4 Four-and-a-lmlf-inch Howitzers, on beds 
Arrived, during the Siege on the 3rd of April 

2 Twenty-four-pounders, iron. 

4 Eighteen-pounders, ditto 

3 Ten-inch Mortars 
3 Eight-inch Mortars 

2 Fivc-and-a-half-inch Mortars. 

2 Eight-inch Howitzers. 

REFLECTIONS 

Owing to the failure of the lock m three dif- 
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OHAP fcrrnt pinery, A*>*Jpfr^linr may certainly hr ron- 
Mdered nntrli wfahar tlmti llir Fortresses of 
Khaudesh descnln <1 iti thr preceding Chapter, 
ami it pai takes I. triply m the defect of nil Hill 
Fortresses, m hemp surrounded by ravines and 
broken ground, nflordingeoierm various parts 
almost to the fool of the -walls Yet from its 
character and from local circumstances, it was 
oNpected to offer great resistance ; mid if the 
magnitude of the preparations against it he 
considered, it was certain!} mor< rcspcctnbl} 
defended, than anv of those whirh possessed 
greater mh milages of position, hut the Kil- 
ledar, though he had received secret m- 
sti actions to defend the place to the utmost, 
knew that his Master had openly given its 
orders of a different tendency, and doubtful 
perhaps, how far this duplicity would he 
avowed, and fcaimg that Ins personal safety 
might be compromised, lie surrendered before 
lie had cause for alarm ITis feeling of doubt 
as to what course to pursue, was strongly e\- 
picssed in acomeisation he held with Sir John 
Malcolm, the day before the surrender of Ins 
Foi tress lie told that General, “ that Smdinh 
would he \eiy nngi) with lum,” and on being 
answered that, “he had just cause” he said, 
“ Yes, he wall reproach me much foi having 
fought so badly with so fine a Fort, he will say 
I ought to have died.” On Geneial Malcolm 
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asking him, “If lie had not an order from Jus CHAP 
Mastoi to evacuate tlic Fort,” lie said “It 
might he the usage amongst Europeans, hut jgjq 
with the Mahrntlns, Foits Jike that, (pointing 
to Asseergluir) weio not given up upon 
orders ” ' 

Tlie vigour, with which both of thebesiegeis’ 
attacks were pushed forward, and tlie manner 
in which their guns were carried to heiglils, 
which the Garrison had deemed inaccessible, 
must liave made a great impiession, and the 
besieged were further disheartened, by the death 
of tlicir principal Jemidar of Artillery, who 
was Killed on the Gttlh of March, while laying a 
gun in the North-East bastion Had a practi- 
cable breach been effected m the casemated 
curtain on the East front, the storming parly 
nnghtpossibl) havegamedit, by keeping close to 
tlie rock, after leaching tlie North-East salient 
angle of the Foit, and, m then progress, they 
would then ha\e only been exposed to the 
opposite flank, tlie defences of wdiicli w r cre 
completely destioyed, and the fiie of it had 
once, even before that period, been kept under 
by the excellent practice of No ] battery, at 
the time that the guns were taken into the 
breaching battery They would, however, 
have suffered from stones, which might have 
been thrown dowm on their heads from the 
lock, under which the path to the breach lay, 

»I 



178 


SIEGES OF THE MADRAS .ARMY 


OHAP and it cannot be supposed, that under any cir- 
pumstances the attack of such a position, if well 
181 D. defended, cpuld have been made without great 
loss 

If there he any part of the operations , to 
which the praise that they generally merit, 
cannot be given, it,i$ the delay which took 
place in the assault ol the lowei Fort, It was 
a principal object, of course, to confine the Gar- 
nspn within as narrow limits as possible, m 
order to give greater effect to our bombard- 
ment; but they w;eie left m possession of the 
l.ower Fort, ten days after a practicable breach 
was made in it, without any appaient reason. 
I^or was this the only inconvenience, for the 
delay, which took place, afforded the enemy 
ample time for retrenching the breach, of which 
indeed they did not avail themselves , but an 
apprehension that they might have done so, 
caused the additional laborious attack on the 
South front, which would otherwise have been 
unnecessary 

An examination of the Fort, two years after 
it was besieged, has raised doubts in the A u " 
tlior’s mind, wfiethei a practicable breach could 
ever have been effected on the West side The 
two subsequent Monsoons, which had washed 
away all the masonry in some of the battered 
paits of the Forties, had made no impression 
on this, and by a, refeiqnre to the section 
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througli this part, (see Plate XVIII ), it will CHAl 
be seen, that except about 10 feet of rampart, 
and 6 of parapet, this wall, seventy feet high, is 18XJ) 
built against the rock; and the part immediately 
undei it, is so steep, that if the rampart had 
been destroyed, the greater part of the rubbish 
would m all probability have rolled too fai 
down the lull, to admit of a practicable ascent 
to the summit of the breach 

The third place, where the rock fails, which 
forms a part of the sally-port, near the South- 
East angle, appears to present a more assail- 
able point, than either of the other two It is 
not flanked, like the retaining and inner wall, 
on the East attack, nor, if u e may judge by 
the sally-port being open to the top immediately 
behind it, is the lampart built against the rock, 
as at the part attacked on the North side The 
breaching batteiy, in an attack on this point 
might be established at (A), within 350 yards see) 
of the point B, and the besiegers would have ' 
thebenefitof a level space to traverse, between 
it and the breach The outei work in front of 
this is only a breast wall, apparently made to 
hide the dooi of the sally-port, Which here 
opens to the country, and indeed the only ap- 
paient objection to such an attack, is the great 
difficulty which would attend the carrying 
heavy guns up to that height The semoi En- 
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CHAP, gineer with the Division, on the first recon- 
noissance of the Fort, was of this opinion, and 
1819 recommended it for the second attack , lie 
would even have preferred it for the principal 
attack, but that a memoir, drawn up by an 
Officer of experience, who had been stationed 
m the Fortress while m our possession m 1 802-3, 
described this as one of the strongest points, 
and particularly specified the ravine on the 
East front, as being the only part wlieie there 
was any probability of attacking with effect 
Asseerghur has, since its capture, been 
ceded to the British Government, and its pos- 
session will perhaps enable us to restrain the 
excesses of the Bheel Tubes, who inhabit the 
neighbouring range of lulls, and will, at all 
events, prevent it from becoming a strong hold 
of plundereis It is a question diowevei de- 
serving consideration, how far these advantages 
will repay the expense of garrisoning it, and 
keeping its now decayed works in repaii Its 
cential situation, between the Deckan and 
Malwa, seems to fit it admirably forageueral 
Depdt, but this it can nevei become , for the 
access to theuppei Fort is too difficult, for llie 
constant passage up and down of heavy stoies 
and the lower Fort, which might be'used for 
-the purpose, is commanded on every side; be- 
sides which the sum it would lequire, to com- 
plete it as a place of stiength for this purpose, 
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would go far towards building a new Fort, on CHAP 
better principles, on the plain * 

ATTACK OF NOWA !g|9 

The Fort of Nowa which is situated about Dcscnp- 
24 miles North-East of Nandan, a City on the Fortof 
Godavery, is m shape an oblong square, of N °'^* TH 
which the longest side is 46 yards, and the XXI * 
shortest 36 The body of the place is defended 
by a rampart 20 feet thick, and the flanking de- 
fences consist of a circular tower, about 30 


feet m diameter, at each angle. The outworks 
aie, a faussebray and ditch, running paiallel to 
the body of the place, and a sloping glacis on 
the European system, but it is without a 
covered way, except round the Noith, and 
part of the East front, as far as the communi- 
cation with the country The interim area of 
the Fort is raised, so as to form a solid mound, 


to within about 6 feet of the terreplem of the 
lampart, the extenor height of which, including 
a parapet of 6 feet high, is neaily 30 feet 

The faussebray ruus at about 29 feet distance 
horn the body of the place, and consists of a 
casemated lampart, 20 feet thick, surmounted 


* It would be unjust to close these reflections on the Siege 
of Asseerghur, without adverting to the exertions of the Ar- 
tillery, both Officers and Men, throughout the siege The 
former m many instances, particularly in battery No 1, and 
the mortar battery on the North front, were without rehef, 
and actually lived m these battenes, from the time they were 
first opened 
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^HAP. by a parapet 5 feet high. At the angles, it 
v follows the form of the circular towers of the 
KIO ,,od y *he P^ ace > by which the ditch is much 
better defended, than is generally the case with 
Native Forts. The faussebray is further pro- 
tected by traverses, which are- placed m dif- 
ferent parts* to prevent it from being enfiladed 
There is no berm between the faussebray and 
the scarp of the ditch, and the height, from the 
top of its parapet to the bottom of the ditch, is 
35 feet The height of the counterscai p, from 
the bottom of the ditch to the crest of the gla- 
cis, is 25 feet; and as this latter work is raised 
12 feet above the surrounding country, the 
whole depth of the excavation of the ditch is 
33 feet; and it is 35 feet wide. 

■ The principal gateway is on the East front, 
which is one of the longest, and is as usual very 
well flanked, by two circular, projections, which 
spring from this front, in addition to thecircu- 
lai towers at the angle. The communication 
with the country is> by means of a bridge, over 
the ditch, easily removeable , and a road across 
the glacis. There is also a sally-port on, the 
West front, communicating with the country m 
the same manner The environs are perfectly 
cleai and level, to a considerable distance 
Nowa is altogether an excellent specimen of 
the strongest style of Native .fortification, but 
it is too confined m size, aud the works are on 
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too small a scale. The West, South, and part CHAP, 
of the East fronts, are also weakened by being 
withohta covered way, as the Garrison would 
be finable to make a sortie, against a lodgment 
on the glacis of either of these fronts, without 
exposure to the besieger’s fire The Garrison 
consisted of about 500 inen The besieging 
force, being His Highness the Nizam’s Troops, 
disciplined British Officers, waS composed, 
at the commencement of the siege, as follows, 
but a part of it was detached during the 
operations. 

Troops present at the commencement of the Siege 

European Europeans Satire 

Officer* Alla cbed Officers A. Privates 

Artillery - - 1 - - 10 - - - - 136 
Infantry - - 12 - - 5 - - - - 2236 
Reformed Horse 5- - 0--- - 2006 

Total 18 35 4378 

January 7 th, 1819 

The several corps forming this detachment, 
undei the command of Major Pitman, assem- 
bled at Tomsa, 3 miles South-East of NoWa. 

In the afternoon, the Commanding Officer 
proceeded to leconnoitre the Fort, from a hill 
900 yards South of tt 

January 6th 

The detachment took up a position, near 
Nowa ; the Infantry encandpmg at the distance 
of 1 mile to the North-East of the Fort, and 
the Reformed Horse atabout the same distance 
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CHAP to the North, and West of it b At mid-day a 
Risalah! arrived under Lieutenant Sutherland, 
and encamped on the left of the Infantry 
Small parties were posted from this Risalah on 
the South and South-West, so as to communi- 
cate with those previously (Stationed on our 
right The enemy during the day threw a few 
shot into our camp, but without doing any 
injury > The Pioneers were employed through- 
out the day in cutting brushwood. 

' 1 January 9th. 

A working party of 150 men from, the lme, 
with the Pioneeis and Golandauze, were em- 
ployed m making fascines and gabions 

, January 10//* » r 

It having been resolved that the North side 
of the Fort should be attacked, as it presented 
-a small front, and was understood to be weaker 
than the other sides, the fascines and platforms 
were brought to a place 700 yaids distant 1 from 
it; and a working paity of 80, men were em- 
ployed m constructing battery (No 1) for 4 
moitars -The enemy did not appear to' shave 
discoveied us (owingtothejungle) till towaids 
evening, when part of the Garrison advanced 
from the Fort, opening a sharp fire upon our 
people They were immediately driven in, by 
a party fiom the Russell Brigade, under Cap- 
tain Hare This battery was completed during 
the night, and another battery (No 2), 100 



ATTACK OF NOWA 


185 


yards in advance, formed with fascines and CHAP 
sand bags, was ready to open at day break. 

January 1 \th • jg^g 

Both batteries opened at daylight 2 six- 
pounders were employed m keeping down the 
enemy’s fire, and the eighteen-pounder being 
directed against the left bastion of the face 
attacked, brought down a considerable portion 
of the wall Throughout the day, the enemy 
kept up a brisk 'fire from matchlocks, wall 
pieces, and a gun placed in the work before 
the gate At sun-set posts of Infantry (2 and 6) 
were established to the right and left of the 
batteiy, at the distance of about 500 yards 
At the latter post, battery (No 3), was con- 
structed m advance, at the distance of 430 
yards from the gateway. Sentries were placed 
from both positions, so as to communicate with 
those of the batteries The Risalahs m a simi- 
lar mauner, threw out their vedettes, and sup- 
ported them with strdng, bodies of horse, at 
regular intervals, m order to prevent the ex- 
pected attempt of the Garrison to escape The 
moitars weie removed during the night, to the 
advanced battery " 

Januaiy 12 th 

The mortars played occasionally during the 
day, with tolerable accuracy Men were em- 
ployedin cutting biushwood Durmgthenight, 
a cavalier (c) was constructed, 100 yards in 
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CHAP advance, and to the right of battery (No. 3), 
and a trench of communication was established 
1819 between them This was extended consider- 
ably to the rear, for the protection of the tfobps. 
The enemy’s horse attempted to pass orit, but 
were driven back by Captain Hollis’s vedettes 

' ) - January 1 3th. 

Men were employed m cutting brushwood 
The mortars played as yesterday, and a sharp 
fire of niatchlocks and musketry was kept up 
between the Garrison arid our Infantry at the 
cavalier A- little after dark, a party of the 
enemy attempted to pass the post (a), killing 
the advanced sentry , but a fire being opeiied 
upon them, they retreated into the Fort. The 
working party was employed m improving the 
'communications. 

t January 1 4th. 

A few shells were thrown, and some giape 
The enemy remained tolerably quiet, their guu 
being silenced. At night, battery (No 4) for 2 
eighteen-pounders was constrdcted, 330 yards 
m advance, and a communication was made, 
between it and the cavalier. 

January 1 3th 

Batteries (1 and 2) were dismantled Our 
Artillery began to knock off the defences of 
the front attacked The enemy being very 
troublesome, a few shells were thrown with 
considerable effect Working parties were 
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mployed in cutting brusln\ ood Tlie trench CHAP 
of coimnunicntion between the battery and 
cavalier was rendered more secure, and another 
was run out on the right of the battery, near to 
the po^t (a) A few shells were thrown during 
the night 

January Wlh. 

The eighteen-pounders hied as yesterday 
2 mortars and 1 howit7er w r ere removed to bat- 
tery (No. 3), from whence they played occa- 
sionally during the night. Sixty yards of sap 
were finished, commencing at (rZ), and being 
directed so as to clear the works on the right 
of the front attacked. A communication be- 
tween the sap and battery was completed The 
enemy remained very quiet. 

January 17 Ik 

The sap was widened and deepened At 
night 40 yards of a zig-zag, to the right, Were 
finished, and a small place of arms was estab- 
lished to tlie right and left, at the head of the 
sap Some shells -were thrown during the night 

January I8lh 

Yesterday’s work was widened and deep- 
ened During the night 30 yards w r ere run 
out in the same direction The besieged at- 
tempted no annoyance, seeming not to under- 
stand, oi to care for our operations At day- 
break a sharp tn e was opened upon the head 
of the sap, which did no injury 
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CHAP January I9lh. < 

Yesterday’s sap was widened and deepened 
Dunng the night 30 yards were run outih the 
same direction, and a returmwas made .The 
Garrison kept blue-lights burning nearly the 
whole night, and occasionally threw stones 
from a mortar About ten o’clock an attempt 
was.madeby the Rebel Chief Howajce, with a 
party of horse, to surprise our camp from the 
leai, but the sentries being on the alert, the 
piquets soon turned out, and after a little 
firing, he letired , and was pursued some miles 
by Lieutenant Sutherland, and a party of Re- 
formed Horse, but owing to the darkness of the 
night, .he effected a safe retreat Working 
parties were employed duiing the day in mak- 
ing fascines. 

January -20/// 

The sap was widened and deepened The 
enemy had brought two pieces to bear upon it, 
but a few shots from our batteiy soon silenced 
them A continued shower of matchlock balls 
annoyed us the whole day, but the trench 
being secure, little harm was done Working 
parties were employed in making fascines ■ At 
night the sap was earned 37 yaids to the left 
A paity from the Garnson made a soitje upon 
the head of it, driving in the woiking party, and 
destroying a little of our woik , but the guard 
of the trenches obliged them to letne The 
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fiiefiom the Garrison was exceedingly hot, CHAP 
and some loss was sustained cover was how- 
evei obtained, in spite of all their efforts > 

Januaiy 2 1st 

The sap was widened and deepened dui mg 
the night it was turned to the right, and ex- 
tended 20 yards A place of arms was made 
at the head of it. 

Januaiy 22 nd 

At nine a m the enemy made a sortie upon 
the sap, 'which threw our working parties into 
great confusion, and prevented the guard of 
the tienches from beating them back, so soon 
as they would otherwise have done We sus- 
tained some loss The work of yesterday 'was 
widened and deepened, and during the night 
the sap was Extended 15 yards in the same 
direction 

January 23; d 

Yesterday’s woik was widened and deep- 
ened, and- the sap was advanced 10 yards 
This day a Euiopean, attached to the Engi- 
neei, was mortally wounded at the head of the 
sap - During the night, the woi k was advanced 
to the crest of the glaus 

■ January 24th 

Yesterday’s work was rendeied moiesecuie, 
and returns were made to the right and left. 

At four o clock p m , the Garrison sent a mes- 
senger to the Commanding Officei and by mu- 
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CHAP, tual agreement all firing ceased till his return 
Our works went on during the night, and a 
lodgment on the glacis was completed A 
six-pounder was brought up and kept in readi- 
ness. 

January 25th. 

The enemy having refused to accede to tfie 
terras proposed, the truce was at an end 
gieat part of the glacis within the lodgment was 
cutaway, with a view to the commencement of 
a mine. Towards evening, the shaft was be- 
gun, and during the night was sunk 1 2 feet 
The soil being stiff clay, was found to stand 
without suppoi t A working party was em- 
ployed in making fascines. 

January 26th 

The shaft was sunk 14 feet deeper, so as -to 
make its depth 26 feet from the crest of the 
glacis A gallery was commenced to the left, 
the object being, to blow m the countei scarp, 
opposite to the left tower of the front attacked 

January 27th. 

A mortar was got into the lodgment, and 
proved of great service The gallery at mid- 
day measured 15 feet, and a branch was run 
out to the right, to the distance of 10 feet from 
the shaft Working parties were employed in 
making fascines 

, January 28 th. 

The gallery measured 28 feet, and a return 
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of 8 feet was made to the right The branch CHAP 
had been extended as fai as the ditch, for the / 
pui pose of obtaining a view of it, and also to 
ventilate the mine. The gallery proved to be 
on the same level with the bottom of the ditch, 

A small branch to the left, was begun from the 
center of the great branch, in ordei to form a 
chamber, and was carried 6 feet, after which a 
return was made to the right The enemy 
annoyed us with stones. 

January 29t/i 

Both chambers being completed, weie load- 
ed ; the one on the left with 900, and that on 
the right with 315 lbs of gunpowder. The 
hose was laid, and part of the mine lamped 
Januaiy 30 111 

At day break the battenes opened, with 2 
oigh teen-pounders, 1 sivpoundei, and 2 mor- 
tars ; the mortals and the siv-pounder being 
placed m the lodgment. By two o’clock the 
remainder of the mine was tamped. In the 
evening the breaches assumed a very respect- 
able appearance Shells and grape weie 
thrown into them, during the night 
January 315/ 

The filing from our batteries continued as 
yesterday. At eight a. m the Gamson sent 
two men to negotiate They wei e desired to 
inform the Commandant, that lie must surren- 
der at discretion They leturncd to the Fort, 
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CIIAP. and no answer was leceived. At ten, the 
breaches having been reported practicable, or- 
1810 ^ er<3 wei e lssne d f° r ^ ie assault 

At 20 minutes before two a m , the mine 
was sprung The explosion was very con- 
siderable, making an excellent descent into the 
ditch, and filling up part of it (See the Section 
CDm Plate XXI). A cloud of dust darkened 
the air for four or five minutes, under cover of 
which the ladders were planted, and the troops 
ascended the breach before the Garrison had 
recoveied from their consternation. Ten 
minutes after the explosion,! the inner Fort 
was carried, and m the course of an hour, the 
whole of the enemy’s works weie m our pos- 
session Our loss in the storm was small, 
being 4 killed and 71 wounded 

The loss during the whole siege was ‘24 
killed and 180 wounded 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT 1 

The only Engineer Officer was Ensign 
Ohphant, of the Madias Engmeeis, who had 
three Euiopeans attached to him, one of 
whom was killf d and another wounded, during 
the siege 

There weie also about 70 Pioneers nioie 
immediately under his orders, from whom less 
assistance was derived than could have been 
wished, owing, to their previous ignorance of 
the lequisite duties Out of the number theie 
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ueie, however, about 20, who lmd some little CHAP 
knowledge of mining V 

STORES, &c 1810 

120 Intrenching' Tools 
' 1350 Sand Tags 

AMMUNITION EXPENDED 
Eight-inch shells . . . . , 213 

Five-and-a-half ditto 1040 

C Eighteen-pounder 1380 
Round Shot ^ Sl ^ pollnder 462 

C Eighteon-pOunder 2 
Grope Shot ( Slx . pounder W 

REFLECTIONS 

The Fort of Nowa, though it can hardly be 
called a formidable place of defence, owing to 
the small extent of its fronts, and to two faces 
being altogether without a covered way, is, 
perhaps, as strong as a square Foit of this size 
could be made, undei any system of fortifi- 
cation ; and the arrangement of the traverses, 
the glacis, and the clear esplanade around it, 
seem to warrant the conclusion, drawn by the 
Engineer who conducted the siege, that others 
than Natives must have assisted m building it 
Fortunately the soil was favourable for the 
operations, which the Eugilieer had the bold- 
ness, with such means as he possessed, to 
conceive, and to carry into execution It must 
be confessed, that few would have ventured, 
with only 70 men as a working party, of whom 
but a small proportion knew any thing of the 
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CHAP requisite duties, to attempt to crown the glacis, 
with a sap; but no operation, less efficient than 
jgjg this, would, with an enemy so resolute as the 
Garrison of Nowa proved themselves to be, 
have effected the reduction of the Fort; and 
although bis progress was necessarily slow, 
the event fully justified the daring mode of 
proceeding, adopted by the Engineer. The 
siege of Nowa indeed deserves, in its general 
features, to be held forth as a model of universal 
practice, and the objection which has been 
hitherto raised to operations of this kind, that 
they consume more time, than can commonly 
be spared for sieges in India,* is proved to be 
altogethei futile 

The first ground was broken on the 10th, 
and the place was stormed on the 31st, and 
this period might have been much shortened, 
if the Engineer had had the assistance of an 
efficient Department, and if the parallel, which 
appears to have been much more extensive 
than necessary, before a Fort, of which the 
front attacked was only thirty-six yards, had 
been contracted ; but from the time that the 
first sap commenced, till the counterscarp was 

* The siege of Tanjore by General Smith, A D 1773, 
which was conducted by Colonel Ross, then Chief Engi- 
neer, at which still more extensive parallels and approaches 
were earned on, and where the ditch was crossed by sap, 
was brought to a close in twenty-five dajs 
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blown m, was only thirteen days nuder all the CHAP 
disadvantages of working with men, who had 
never before witnessed operations of the kind 

The great extent of the parallel, which was 
from right to left no less than 1000 yards, 
appears the only objection, which can be 
offered, if it had been reduced to half that 
extent, from (d), to mid-way between battery 
No 4, and the cavalier (r), there would have 
been ample space to embrace the whole front 
attacked, and to give cover to the whole guard 
of the trenches , and an approach of 100 yards 
from behind No 4, would have placed the 
troops m their road to the trenches, under 
cover from the musketry of the Garrison. By 
this reduction, three oi four days laboui would 
have been saved 

The South front, which is of as j>mall extent, 
as the one attacked, is weaker, in being without 
a covered way, and if the attack had been 
directed against this front, the enemy would 
not have been able to sally on our lodgments, 
which, as it was, they twice effected. But the 
information, obtained on these points from Na- 
tives, is always so impel feet, that the Engineer 
could not, without actual examination, which 
was of course impossible, have ascertained 
that this defect existed , and perhaps the 
ground was so much more favoui able for the 

is 2 
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CHAP approaches on the North front, as to counter - 
balance it, even if it had been known 
1819 Nothing appeals to have been overlooked, 
that could insure a successful result to the 


siege The breach was not formed, till the 
mine that was to open a road to it, was ready 
for explosion , and such was the consternation 
of the Garrison at this novel method of attack, 


that no resistance was oficred by them, whilst 
our men weie placing the ladders, which w r ere 
required to mount the breach of the faussebray, 
although they bad evidently determined to 
resist to the last, for many of our shells which 
had not exploded, and a quantity of 18 lb shot 
w r ere found at the top of the bieach, ready to 
hurl on the assailants when they should attempt 
to mount it Indeed any further praise of 
these operations would be superfluous The 
complete success xvhich attended them, re- 
sulting from no accident, and against an enemy 
as resolute to the last, as any we have en- 
countered m India, forms m itself the highest 
encomium that could be passed 
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Detcnp The w'orks of Copal Droog aie of extra- 
Cop a °i ordinal y magnitude and stiength, and (as will 
Plate appear by the plan) very complicated The 

Xxil bill, which foiros the upper Fort, isabout GOO 

feet high above the plain, and is totally in- 
accessible on threesides The fourth, or Eastern 
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side, is encircled with walls to the very base, CHAP, 
where a strong rampart terminates the hill for- 
tifications , below which there aie, on this side, 
two additional inclosures, each consisting of a 
very respectable rampart with toweis The 
inner line of defence of these two embraces the 
hill in the form of an irregular semicircle, and 
is built of stone The outer one is of mud, and 
surrounds the former every where excepting at 
the East end, wheie the two ramparts aie 
united. In approaching the lowei Forts, covei 
is eveiy where afforded, to within 350 yards of 
the walls, by the Pettali on one side, and by a 
range of i ocks on the other The mam stiength 
of the place is at the point D, on the hill, where 
the flight of steps, leading to the uppei Fort, 
turns to the left, behind a lock; and being 
completely hid from breaching guns, the pi o- 
gress of an enemy is checked by a gate, which 
ptesents itself, and where the assailants would 
be exposed on both sides to musketry, and to 
stones thrown fiom above. 

May 8th, 1819 

Partof Brigadier-General Pntzler’s Division, 
consisting of the following corps and detach- 
ments, encamped before Copal Droog this 
morning The Brigadier-General commanded 
in person Lieut -Colonel Fraser’s brigade 
was employed. 
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CORPS, &C Companies or \n of 

9 Squadrons Mrn 

Capt Tew, H M Flank Battalion 6 480 

Major Knowles, C B Rille Corps 10 G30 

Capt Hall, 2d Balt 4thRcgl Native Infantry 5 34G 

Capt Green, 2d Batt 12lh ditto - - 10 G83 

Capt Mills, H M 22d Dragoons 2 179 

Capt Kemble, 1st Light Cavalry - 2 370 

Major Clcavcland, Artillery 2 74 

Gun Lascars - 97 

Capt Simthwailc, Pioneers 3 200 


3,059 

A reconnoitring party proceeded at 9 a m. to 
examine the works, and it was detei mined that 
the whole column should attack the out-posts 
of the enemy in the evening, and take posses- 
sion of the Petlah, with a view' to erecting bat- 
teries duung the mghl 

At 4 o’clock p.m the troops off duty moved 
towards the Pettah, but being met by a brother 
of the Rajah, who came out with his retinue to 
deliver up the place, they halted , and four 
companies were detached to take possession of 
the gateways, but on approaching the walls 
they were vyarned off, and ultimately refused 
admittance Whilst this parley was going on, 
the column was ordered back to camp, except- 
ing about 300 men, undei the command of 
Lieut -Colonel Fraser, who remained to sup- 
port the four companies in case of necessity. At 
the close of the evening Lieut -Colonel Fra&ei 
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withdrew the four companies, and took up a CHAP, 
position in the Pettah, wheie he was lemforced 
by the galloper guns of the 22d Dragoons. ^819 

During the night a mortar battery was pre- 
pared at y (see Plate XXII ), and nine mortars 
opened their fire from it at midnight upon the 
lower works The gallopers opened at the same 
time with shrapnels, fiom the position m the 
Pettah 

May the 9th 

The two gallopeis weie removed from the 
Pettah, and, together with a howitzer, were 
placed m position on the lull post (z) to the 
right of the moi tai battery, where they were of 
considerable use, m silencing the fire from the 
upper works 2 brass twelve-pounders were 
placed m the Pettah, in lieu of the gallopers, 
and during the night a battery was constructed 
for 2 eighteen-pounders at (t) to breach the 
North curtain of the lowei Fort 
May the 10 th 

The fire from the bleaching battery, and the 
whole of theother posts, commenced at sun-rise, 
and continued with little intermission through- 
out the day. 

During the night the breaching battery nas 
enlarged for 2 more eighteen-poanriers 
May 1 1 th. 
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CHAP ticable at noon Arrangements were conse- 
quently made for the storming of the lower 
1819 Forts at daybreak next morning ; and the brass 
twelve-pounders were removed, and, together 
with a howitzer, were placed a little in advance 
of the mortar battery, at ( [w ), for the purpose of 
covering the attack 

These arrangements wererendeied unneces- 
sary, in consequence of the sui render of the 
lower Forts, which took place in the evening 
The Garrison, to the amount of 1400 men, 
marched out, and the place was taken posses- 
sion of by om tioops. Overtures were at the 
same tune made for delivering up the upper 
Fort 

May 12th. 

Hostilities ceased in consequence of the ne- 
gotiations which were pending These, how- 
ever, on the part of the Rajah, seemed to be 
entered into for the sole purpose of gaining 
time The whole day was wasted without 
coming to any decision, and a farther period, 
till 9 o’clock of the morning of the 13th, was 
allowed, to bung them to a conclusion. Ad- 
vantage was taken of this interval, to examine 
the nature of the remaining defences 
May 13£/i. 

The period fixed upon having arrived, and 
it appearing that no reliance could be placed 
upon the Rajah’s professions and promises. 
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the followmg plan of attack was decided upon. CHAP. 
Two columns, of 4 companies each, to escalade 
the walls at the 1 points G anti H , and having 
gained admittante, to support each other A 
galloper gun to accompany the left attack, for 
the pui pose of blowing open the gate B Advan_ 
tage to be taken of the confusion of the enemy, 
to follow them to the summit of the hill, if pos- 
sible A reserve of 3 companies to advance 
fiom the mortar battery, to reinforce thecolumn 
which should first establish a footing 

At twelve o'clock precisely, both columns 
advanced to the assault The light under 
Captain Cuppage, of His Majesty’s 53id Regi- 
ment , the left uuder Caplairr Tew, of His 
Majesty’s 34th Regiment, the whole com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, of the 
12th Native Infantry 

Both escalades succeeded, and the gateway 
was blown open at the same instant The tioops 
rushed m, and effected a junction at the gate- 
way C, which afforded cover to a considerable 
number of men At this point, they weie 
checked by a tremendous shower of stones, 
which was hurled from the rocks above, and 
occasioned a number of casualties Amongst 
the sufferers was Lieutenant Elliott of the Rifle 
Corps, avery promising young Officer, who bad 
only joined his Regiment the preceding day, 
and anxious to distinguish himself, bad volun 
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CHAP, teered to accompany the strong party. After 
v a short pause, a party rushed forward, led by 
Lieutenant Sdver of the 53rd Regiment, which 
after a gallant contest, succeeded m forcing the 
gateway D, driving the defenders before them, 
who retreated to the light and left, as oui men 
entered The mam body of the assailants 
moved to the right, and immediately carried the 
line of works extending m that direction A 
small party also went to the left, but being 
much exposed, and their ammunition expended, 
were obliged to retreat A second rush was 
however made m this direction, and the enemy 
intimidated by the perseverance and gallantry 
of the attack, called for quarter, which was 
granted ; and the Garrison, to the amount of 
500 men, were marched out prisoners of war 
Our loss m the siege and assault amounted 
to 4 Officers and 57 men killed and wounded. 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT 
Lieutenant Grant, Commanding 
„ Oliphant 

ORDNANCE 
4 Iron cigliteen-pounders. 

2 Iron twelve-pounders 
2 Brass ditto 
8 Eight-inch Mortars 

1 Five-and-a-quarter-inch Mortar 

2 Howitzers 

The assaulting columns weie on this occa- 
sion, as on every former one during the cam- 
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paigu, led by Officers of Engineers, who well CHAP, 
supported the reputation of then Corps The ^ 
right point of escalade was 20 feet high and the ^g^ 
left 19, the ladders were 25 feet long, and were 
found to be just sufficient They were earned 
by Pioneers, and planted by the Engineer Offi- 
cers, assisted by Volunteei Artillery men. 

Ropes were attached to the Iaddeis near the 
top to secure them when up, and bamboo poles 
with iron forks were used in rearing them 
No particular notice has been taken of the 
strength of working parties, as no fighting men 
were required for that purpose The cover 
near the Port was so excellent, that nothing 
remained but to throw up a parapet, at any 
point required, for which the Pioneers, Dooly 
Bearers, and Bamboo Coolies, were found to be 
quite sufficient The bleaching battery was 
sunk (in a ploughed field) in foui hours, and 
the other batteries constructed with equal 
facility The gate B required three discharges 
from the galloper to blow it open, the first a 
blank cartridge, the second a round shot, and 
the third a double shot the escalading party 
were just over the wall when the gate opened. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

EXTRAORDINARY STRENGTH Or THE NATIVE HILL 
FORTS, CONTRAS! ED WITH THE WEAKNESS OF THE 
OTHER rORIRESSLS OF INDIA. — THE CAUSES OF OUR 
NUMEROUS FAILURES, IN ATTACKING 1HE LATTER, 
INVESTIGATED -THE SYSTEM OF IRREGULAR SIEGES, 
AND 1HE TOO rRTQUENT USE OT RASH ASSAULTS, 
CONDEMNED -IMPROVEMENTS, THAT OUGHT TO BE 
ADOPTED, TO INSURE SUCCESS, IN THE EVENT Or 
FUTURE SIEGES IN INDIA , 

CHAP THE foregoing journals present a curious 
anomaly We have taken apparently without 
difficulty the formidable Hill Ports of India, 
Forti esses formed by nature, as if in pi oof 
of her superiority over the most labouied 
works of science, whilst ou the other hand, 
places on the plain, that would not delay an 
European Army, fully equipped for more than 
a week, have not only resisted our efforts with 
success , but, in the opinion of the mass of 
mankind, who seldom look deeper than the 
surface, have even brought discredit on our 
military character According to the plan 
laid down m the introductory Chapter, where 
the causes, which have led to such discordant 
results, have abeady been partially noticed, it 
now only lemams to inquire more minutely 
into this question, and to consider the best 
mode of avoiding similar disasters, in the event 
of fuliue wais m the East 
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In regard to the Hill Foils of India, I shall CHAI 
again most pointedly lepeat the opinion ex- 
pressed or implied in former parts of this work, -jg^ 
that many of them, if piopeily defended, may 
be considered absolutely impregnable Those 
Vast precipice 1 ? of lofty granite may equally 
bid defiance to the battering Gun, and to the 
Mine, the latter of which, Vauban the great 
mastei of the Ait of Sieges, recommends as 
the most poweiful agent for the attack of 
mountain Fortresses. And m fact there 
seems no certain inode of 1 educing them, if 
vigorously defended, but the tedious opera- 
tion of strict blockade. Having given such 
a charactei of these Foi tresses, it may be 
asked, fi om what cause or by what means we 
came to reduce the whole of them with such 
facility, in the late wai ? 

The i eader will have obsei ved, that the mode 
of proceeding always adopted, was to occupy 
without delay one or more positions as close to 
the rock as possible, and to cany up field 
pieces to the spot by hand This plan of 
opeiation was purposely recommended by the 
enterprising and skilful Engmeei employed 
with Lieutenant-Colonel M ‘Do wall’s Division,, 
in the hope of intimidating the defendeis, at the 
same time that he officially stated his opinion, 
that if this attempt at working upon their 
minds by a show of vigour should fail, the cap- 
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-CHAP turc of these strong holds was absolutely im- 
possible * Without, however, supposing any 
extraordinary degree of pusillanimity on the 
part of the enemy, at the period alluded to, 
another cause must have had an equal or per- 
haps a greater share, m leading to the almost 
immediate surrender of these formidable For- 
tresses The Commanders and their Garrisons 
were perfectly aware, that the Peishwah had 
been totally defeated, and that the state of his 
affairs was absolutely hopeless. They could 
therefore entertain no rational prospect of re- 
trieving their Masters fortunes, by a determined 
opposition to the British arms, which eventually 
might be injurious or even 1 uinous to them- 
selves Under such impressions, it is more 
than probable, that they only waited for the 
opening of the first battery, to afford them a 
decent pretext for surrendering f 


' See the Report of the Commanding Engineer on tho 
Portress of Rajdeir (Page 92) 
t In former wars we have had similar instances of success 
against such places, especially in the rear of 1791 ngams| 
the Mahomedan Dynast} of Mysore, when three of the 
strongest Hill Forts of that Country, Nundydroog, Serem- 
droog, and Ootradroog, i\ere successively earned, the two 
former by storm, the latter by escalade Although these 
places were inferior in strength to those of the Dechan, nnc 
had their ramparts breached by guns, conveyed to positions 
deemed inaccessible , yet, even under these circumstances, 
our successes at that period excited the utmost astonish- 
ment, and were attributed to th6s?/fcct produced on the Gar- 
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liming thus attempted to account for the CITAP. 
poor resistance made by (lie Hill Forts of 
Khandesh, I •shall not presume to lav dow n any 
fi\cd rules for the attack of such Fortresses in 
future ; as it must he <w ident, A om the tlescrip- 
tion of them, that no certain result can he cal- 
culated upon, under all cirrumslances A 
great deal of co\er is usually found near them, 
owing to the inequalities of the ground;* but 
the little depth of soil is a great impediment to 
the construction of batteries, and trenches, 
especially as the parapets of these works re- 
quire an extraordinary height to protect them 
from such \ery commanding Fortresses f We 

n«ons Its thi reef nt fall of Bangalore On tin other hand, 
it is proper to notice the rrpnNcs «r recei\ed in tlic two 
<nccfs‘ivr attach s of KiUnaghern, in 1700 nml 1701, winch 
in Loth instances, were rfTeclCfl hy «impl\ rolling down 
stones nml large masses of granite on the assailants 

* It frequently occurs that some of the lower linos of 
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CHAP did not however suffei much' from this circum- 
stance in the late war, as oui batteries were 
1819 P^ ace d out of musket shot, and the enemy’s 
fire of Artillery was slow, and ill directed. 

Aftel admitting the extraordinary strength of 
the Hill Forts of India, I shall observe, that the 
Fortresses on the plain may be pronounced 
exceedingly weak, and that the lesult of our 
operations against them ought to be ceitam, 
beyond every other kind of waifare In 
Europe, so much has the science of attack and 
defence been studied, and to such efficiency has 
the Engineer Department m most services 
been bi ought, that even the number of days to 
be consumed in a siege may be calculated, with 
some degiee of accuracy, and a failure against 
the sti Ongest places, however bravely defended, 
seldom occurs, except from uncoutrolable 
causes In India, the duration of a f siege de- 
pends on the braveiy displayed by the Garri- 
son , and although instances of Native Foils 
being lesolutely defended, are comparatively 
rare , yet, when so defended, it is impossible to 
say how long we may be detained, or how 
many reverses we may expeuence Whence 


writers on the attack of Fortified Places, of Chandeliers, 
■or wooden frames filled with fascines, may be used to advan- 
tage, as was done by Hyder’s French Engineers at the 
Siege of Vellore, in 1781, who, by means of these, carried 
part of tbeir approaches to within 20 yards of the walls 
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then do these different results anse? J*» it, CHAP 
because the Forts in India are strongei ? On 
the coutrary, botli from the general description jgj {) 
of them, which was given in the Introductoiy 
Chapter, and from the special descriptions of 
those besieged m the late war, as contained m 
the body of this Work, it will be evident, that 
they are much weakei than those of Europe 
Is it, because the Garrisons are composed of 
braver oi better men than ourselves ? Undoubt- 
edly not, for they have never been able to resist 
us in the open field It must therefoi e be, that 
greater skill and superior means have been 
dnected against European Fortresses Now, 
although we are not disposed to admit that the 
Company’s Engineers of the piesnit day, are 
deficient in that degree of science, which is 
necessary forconducting such operations,* they 



210 


SIEGES OF THE MADRAS ARMY 


CHAP, have not yet been piovided with the proper 
means for employing that science to advantage ; 
and as an obvious comparison,* it may be asked 
of what use is the skill of the Artificer, if he 
cannot procure tools to woik with ? < 

• Owing to the lamentable want of means 
alluded to, instead of woikmg up to the bleach 
by sap, with comparative safety to> our own 
troops, and with a well grounded confidence of 
overcoming every^ mtei veiling obstacle, by a 
method leading to certain success; we have 
geiieially, in our sieges, effected breaches m the 
body of the place by means of distant batteries, 
and marched to the assault, over the inter- 
mediate space, like Mahommedan Fatalists, 
apparently without considering, or at all events 
leaving to providence, 1 how the ditches ’and 
untouched walls between the outei works and 
the breach wei e to be passed Hence, a, vicious 
system has been adopted, ' uncertain and 
hazaidousm theextieme, and from the want 
of all experience of a moie pel feet mode, the 
great body, composing the Military Public m 
India, have scarcely even contemplated the pro- 
priety of lesortmg to a moie judicious mode of 
attack 

In fact, on many occasions, it has been usual 
to attack the enemy's Fortresses by sudden 
assault, m pi efei ence to going through the cei e- 
mony of opening even a common battery 
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Nay, to such' a degree has this rage for pre- CHAP, 
cipitate measures been earned, that, the only V J^, 
former Author, who writes professedly on the 1819 
Attack of Indian Fortresses, lias recommended 
the method of blowing open the gates of a large 
well garrisoned Fortress, with a gun m bioad 
day light, m preference to besieging it* He 
mentions some instances, in which this extia- 
ordinary mode of attack has succeeded, and 
I am avrare that many similar ones might be 
added, but we shall find ra the numerous in- 
stances, in which it has failed, abundant leason 
for not adopting too hastily, as a general i ule, 
a method, the success of which, I do not scruple 
to say, depends entirely upon the Gairison 
being devoid of common lesolution, and of com- 
mon sense i 

- It would swell the present Volume too much, 
to enumerate all the varieties of foituue, by 

* By way of example, he states his opinion, that this mode 
of attach would have insured the capture of Bhurtpoor 

+ The Natives often build up the gateway, which renders 
the blowing it open with a gun impracticable This had been 
partially done at Cuttach, when attached by us m 1803, 
when the whole of the gateway was built up, with the excep- 
tion of the wichet Ten or eleven shots were fired, before 
that w as blown open, after which the assailants crept in, one 
man at a time, and succeeded in tahmg the place, having 
previously sustained a considerable loss by the enemy’s fire, 
whilst their progress was stopped at the wichet. This attach 
was made at noon-day 

o 2 
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CHAP which those hcadstiong assaults have been 
attended ; but the attempt to blow open the 
1810 to a * os °f fortifi ed Pagoda of Chillambarain, 

in 178 1, affords too striking an example, to be 
passed ovei m silence, of the case with which 
such attempts may be repulsed, by a little 
judgement on the part of the besieged. The 
attack on this post was made at night, with 
foni battalions of Sepoys, 2 twelve-pounders, d 
six-poundcis, and 2 howit 7 eis, under the pei- 
sonal command of Sir Eyre Coote The 
Pettah ami the gate of a second liiclosme, 
which sui rounded the place, at the distance of 
100 vaids, were immediately earned After 
this, it was necessary to force open three more 
gates, sliengthencd by mtci mediate traverses, 
bcloie the body of the place could be entered. 
The troops succeeded m bi caking through 
the two first of these, but the space between 
the second and the thud (oi inner) gate, which 
was commanded by the rampai ts of the body of 
the place, was filled with thatched huts, and 
a few lighted portfires chopped on these from 
above, assisted by bundles of stiaw, andjais of 
oil, tin own down to mciease the confkagiation, 
(mined a ban lei, which it was found impossible 
to pass , so that the assailants were obliged to 
ietie.it with gieat loss, leaving agon behind 
them 

] t is to be obsei ved, that although the A uthor 
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alluded to describes thegnteuay as (he weakest CIIAI* 
point m the Nntiw* Fortresses of Ilmdostun, 
tin*, is fur from being the case, on the Western 
side of India, when the gates arc always \er\ 
intiic.de and numerous, and they aic aKo (at 
least the interior ones) (lie nul\ parts, where 
ail) attention appears to lie paid to a Hanking 
defence, and if occasional success m any 
method of attack be suthcient to iccommend it 
for general adoption, the Nati\cun\ ofbrcaking 
open a g.de with an Elephant, which was prac- 
tised hyouisches in two instances m the late 
war,* possesses equal claims to such distinc- 
tion 

An escalade is equal!) objectionable as a 
general s\stem, but as a coup <Ic maw, is more 
likely to succeed than the foimer method, for 
an enemy mat be taken by surpnse, and Ins 
attention distracted from the real point of 
attack; which is impossible, when a gate is to 
he blown open The noise and prepaiations 
necessary to bring up guns, at once prevent 

* In 1010, at Compla, n place in the Jsngpoor Rajah's 
dominions, where it succeeded, and nl Langa, a Tort, in tlic 
same Countrj , and attacked about Uic same Umc, w here it 
failed In 1751, Arcot, when defended h) (lie immortal 
Cine, was attacked in this w a) b) Chunda Saib, who sent 
forward elephants, with plates of irou hung on their foreheads 
to break down the gates, and here the natural consequence 
of such an ittempt ensued, for the animals being wounded, 
turned round, and trampled on their own pari) 


214 


SIEGES OF THE MADRAS ARMY 


CHAP sui pnse, and as there is seldom mdre than one 
entrance to a Fort; to that point, the attention 
1819 Garfison must necessarily be directed 

An attempt at surprise', however, which'- is 
essential to th6 success of an escalade, or of 
any other coup de math may be frustrated by 
the slightest accident The escalade of Ma- 
dura, m 1757, although admirably planned, 
was repulsed through the barking of a dog, 
which alarmed the garrison. 4 


* If the defenders ate aware of the point, which is to he 
assailed, success can hardly be expected The attach i 
Bobilee by the French, under Monsieur Bussy, in 175 
whilst it proves this, exhibits the Hntne Indian character 
such an extraordinary light, that I shall, perhaps, be pardon 
for introducing it This was a petty square Fort, with 
round tower nt each angle, having its Walls onl} 20 fe 
high, with a rampart of 12 feet, and was gamsoued by 2 1 
Polj gars The French attached it with a force of 7t 
Europeans, and 1100 Peons, divided it into four bodic 
with a field-piece attached to each They commenced the 
operations at daybreah By nine o’clock, the fietd-piect 
bad battered the parapet, which was onl} 3 feet thicl 
sufficiently to admit of the scaling ladders being apphei 
After vainly attempting for au hour to mount by them, th 
attach ceased till the breaches of the parapet were mcreaset 
Another attempt was then made, but proved as fruitless a 
the first , and at two o’clock, not a man having been able f 
mount the rampart, a second cessation was ordered At thi 
period, the Pol} gar Chieftain despairing of success, sum 
woned his brave followers, and represented to them the onl; 
alternative, by which their wives and famdies could be savei 
from dishonour This cruel measure was instantly actei 
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If, from -want of lime for carrying on regular CJ1AP 
operations, or from other circumstances, a coup 
domain be considered necessary, and such 1 am 
aware will often be the case; mining, where 
there is only one line of works, and those of 
mud, appears to me preferable to any of the 
methods uhich have been in general use; as 
being equally expeditious, more certain, and 
less hazardous to the assailants. Jn blowing 
open agate, or in an escalade, the exposure of a 
number of troops is indispensable * In min- 
ing, the work is done by two or three, nor are 
they in much danger, for, a miner v.orkingin 
front of a tower, could not be touched by mus- 
ketry ;t and a small mantlet, placed against it 

upon ; and the whole of the women and children were sacri- 
ficed to these high but mistaken notions of honour Dms: 
this tragic scene, the assailants took ad vantage of the absence 
of those men who werecmp 7 oyed in it, and fomed them -prz\ 
into the place, where the Gamson disdaining to accept of 
quarter, cantoned their resistance, until ere-y man was pat to 
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CHAP at a sufficient vangle, would .protect him from 
stones or other.umssiles from above, till he had 
lodged himself m the work, where he would be 
perfectly secure fi om >any annoyance but that 
of sallies, whichi'tof .course, covering! pai ties 
would be so placed, as to prevent, and, with 
woikmen at. alliexpert m-.mming,' the whole 
unight be effected m one night " The only in- 
stance, which I can find of this having been 
attempted, .was in ! 1752,’ at the Pagodai.of 
Velore, in the neighboui hood of Tnchmopoly, 
and where it was completely successful The 
walls of this Pagoda were of stone,, and a large 
gateway was built up with mud, to prevent.it 
from being blown open A small party of Eu- 
ropeans, having marched in adaik night, con- 
cealed themselves in * a neighbouring < water 
course , and one man having advanced, dug un- 
der the wicket, which was leftm the gate, and 
haying placed a bairel of powdei in the cham- 
ber he foimed there, the explosion brought 

l i l I ’ 1 

the Siege of Mnlligaum, where he sat with a European, and 
, three or four Pioneers, for half an hour in broad daylight, 
in front of one of the towers, against which scaling Judders ' 
had been reared for the escalade of the outer work, on the 
Pettah side , The enemy could not see the party to dislodge 
them with musketry, ,and the ladders being placed at an angle, 
and covering them, warded off the stones which were thrown 
from above A portable mantlet for the, miner on this prin- 

j I .1 ll ' r , i I 1 l 

ciple, might be luyented for general use 
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clown the mucl work and terrace of the gateway, CU A P 
and formed a practicable entrance * 1 

I cannot conclude my remarks on the rash 
assaults, which hare been in such general iisu 
m India, better than by quoting the opinion 
adduced on the same subject b} Bousmard, 
adesenedh esteemed writer, on the Attack 
and Defence of Fortified Places He observes, 


that the arguments in favour of such rash at- 
tempts, when thoroughly anahzed, do not 
merit the smallest attention * that if they be 


discussed by a due consideration of the means 
necessary for earn ing them into cffi-ct, and of 
the difficulties which oppose their success, 
they usually evaporate, without leading in the 
crucible any other deposit than the caj/vt mm- 
tuum. of the ignorance and folh of the pro- 


noser.T 
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CHAP, have before alluded, deserves the praise Of 
having been the first wi iter, who exposed t to 
5819 P l, hhc notice, the very imperfect and vicious 
inode of attach, hitherto generally pursued 
.He states, that out of seven storms, at which 
he was piesent, he has seen no less than five 
unsuccessful, in which, upwards -of 120 Bri- 
tish O/ficeis and 3000 men were hilled and 
wounded. This, simple fact speaks volumes 
as to the necessity of - some improvement, 
whatevei difference of opinion ■ may. exist as 
to the pecuhai plan that ought to be adopted 
The same Woih contains several useful sug- 
gestions, i m one of which I entirely agree 
with him, as to the expediency of introducing 
the use of hand gienades, which are at present 
almost unknown in India 1 

Having allowed this Author the merit to which 
he is justly entitled, I must now entei upon the 
less pleasing task of pointing out his errors 
Whilst he laments, as I have done, the disas- 
trous results of many of our sieges, he seems to 
think that the 'works of the rude Natives of 
'Hiudost^d aie stioiigei (notweakei) than those 

-I i i i i 1 > > , . n < i ” 

' ' , *‘ r t'he ! use of hand grenades Hs a'bninch'of luslriicliou, 
has recently been restored in England mH only in the Royal 
Engineer 1 Department, which was the first' to adopt it, but 
also m several Regiments of Infantry, whose Grenadier Com- 
panies hate been practised in this long forgotten art, from 
which alone they derived their title’ ' t 1 ’ 
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of the most scientific modern Engineers ; and CHAP, 
accordingly*' under tins exti aordinai y impres- 
sion, he rejects the sap and the mine, which 
have triumphed ovei the strongest Fortresses 
<of Europe, and proposes m lieu of them 'to sub- 
stitute a new method of attack of Ins own, to 
Coulmeilce immediately after the establishment 
of the third parallel To quote his own words, 

the assault (he says) must not be made till 
“ the Rounee \tall* be as completely destroyed, 

“ as we have before recommended, that the pa- 
“ rapef of the rampart and bastions should be ; 

“ so that no core) for musketry may remain 
“ upon it, aud this can only be done by a bat- 
“ tery on the crown of the glacis, (which is e\- 
“ tremely difficult to construct, and liable to 
“ be blown up by the enemy's countermines,) 

“ or by an elevated battery, the guns of which 
“ would beai upon the parapet of the rounee 
“ wall over the glacis, with such a plunge, as 
“ to destroy the whole of its defences. Suppos- 
ing such a battei y to be placed at the di<=~ 

‘ tauce of eighty yards from the counterscarp . 

1 that the ditch is tern yards wide, that the 
“ glacis is nine feet high, (which is more than 

* The rounee wall, so styled in some parts of India, is a 
low faussebray wall, usually surrounding lie rampart of the 
bbdy of the place of an Indian Fortress, and immediately 
over the scarp of the mam ditch, as at MaHmaam, See the 
description of that Fortress (Page 111) 
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CHAR “ they geneially aie) and-the* rounec wall js 
“ two feet higher than the crown ofdheiglacis, 
Q819 “ or e ^ even f cet higher thandhe common le\cl 
“ of the ground, the elevation ofthe platfonn 
“ of i the battery,' so as To 'enable Jts guns to 
** bear upon -the rounee wall, Three feet below 
“ the, crown of .the parapet, oughtto-be about 
“ fourteen feet ” ", i , ,<!) h, 

In considering this plan, it maybe asked in 
the first place, whether the 1 desti uction of 3 
feet, below which the -battery he describes 
cannot bear, would answer the Authoi’s inten- 
tion^ I apprehend not The paiapets of such 
wmiks are often 7 feet high, from' which if 3 feet 
be taken, 4 feet will remain, a height which 
affords cover more than sufficient to defeat his 
object Now' if we suppose that 4 feet of para- 
pet are to be desti oyed instead of 3, and with 
this< slight alteiation, lake everyother dimen- 
sion stated by the Author for correct, his gun 
platforms will lequire to be elevated 25 feet 
above the natural ground ; but if it' be sup- 
posed that 5 feet are to be destroyed, they will 
require an elevation of no less 'than 30 feet 
above that level , Moieover, in-all cases,' these 
batteries must be protected by, a parapet of at 
least 7 feet high Hence by adopting such a 
system, an Engineer would have to undertake 
a battery of from 21 to 32 and 37 'feet, in total 
height, in pioportion as he might find it neces- 
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so\ lo dostiov n, 1,01 ~) feel of (ho H ounce CI 1 A 1 ’ 
parapet 

Thus the plan of the Aulhoi .til tided to will 
not be at hung: looked into m detail, since it 
involves works of sucli enormous magnitude, 
as may be compared with the great mounds or 
cavaliers latsed by the ancients m their sieges, 
and the execution of which would waste a 
quantity of time and laboni, that could ill be 
spared, and might be much belter employed, 
at such an interesting period of the operations 1 

After destroying the rotmee wall by these 
immense cavalier bat tones, the Author pro- 
poses to storm the place by means of flying 

* This method of attack tins hern ncluilly attempted l>y the 
Natiaos of India, particularly at the Migc of Tclhchem, , in 
17 U 2 , conducted by out of lly dor’s Generals \\ lio after 
se\ r ml vain attempts in tbc usual st\lc of allnck, constructed 
a cumber battery of tbc nature alluded to It vans formed 
with tnmks of trees and earth rammed between the intervals, 
with guns at the top, winch were ilemtcd to n suflicient 
height to o\ crlook the place Hie fate of tins particular w ork 
is not recorded , but as the siege was afterwards raised, and 
most of the besiegers with their guns, taken in a si]]j by ibe 
Garrison, ills fair to conclude, that it was not found to 
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•CHAP ladders, forming a bridge aci oss the ditch Any 
pel son conveisant with the practice of me- 
1819 Thames, w1 ^ undoubtedly' pfopounce. this 
scheme to be perfectly impracticable, unless the 
Garrison will consent to remain (passive 1 and 
unconcerned, whilst the besiegers are working 
at their ropes, to get the various parts of this 
complex machine, into the proposed positions 
Having thus stated the defective system that 
has usually been followed by us m the attack 
of Forti esses m India, and exposed the errors, 
of the only Writer, who has heretofore con- 
sidered the subject, 0 , thd leader will naturally 
cxpcctme to substitute Something better For- 
tunately the task is far fiom difficult, and 
involves nothing doubtful, 1 nothing experimen- 
tal, nothing, that properly speaking, can even 
beconsideied new. All that is required re- 

( f • ( n ** >t 

solves itself into two heads., , , , 

Fust, to follow, moui.. future sieges, those 
old, established, well known rules, which have 
prevailed in Europe foi moie than 120 yeais, 
namely, to woik up to, and crown the crest of 
the glacis by sap, to blow in oi pieice the coun- 

* It is not my intention, absolutely to condemn a coup tie 
mum , or an Irregular siege, under all circumstances But 
surely m the attack of Fortresses, garrisoned by men of any 
resolution and insufficient numbers to man ' the works, this 
mode of proceeding should not be the general rule, ns has 
unfortunate!}' been the case with us m India, but nil exception 
to if, admissible onI\ under peculiar circumstances '' 
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tei scarp; and to fill up, if necessary, 01 other- CHAP 
m ise to provide for the effectual passage of the 
ditches, before the breaches, efleetcd by the 
battering gun, 01 bj the mine, be assaulted 

Secondly, to oigani 70 the Engineer Depart- 
ment of each Presidency in India, m such a 
manner, as to enable the Ofliceis to act upon 
the above system, with a fair and reasonable 
hope of success, which has not hitherto been 
the case This again involves no new or untried 
idea It merely requires these Officers to be 
assisted by a body of Engineer soldiers, trained 
to the field duties of then Department, and no 
Army in Europe excepting perhaps the Turks, 
is unprovided with a Coi ps of this kind, which, 
m most services, is considered the most i aluablc, 
and distinguished species of Infantry. 

The principles, thus announced, will be fur- 
ther developed m another Chaptei, which will 
conclude the Work. 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE SAME' SUBJECT CONTINUED MODIFICATIONS IN 
THL USUAL SYSTEM OF ATTACK, TrfAT SHOULD BE 
ADOPTED, IN REFERENCE TO THE PECULIAR CON- 
STRUCTION Or INDIAN FORTRESSES THE NECESSITY 
OF. HAVING A CORPS Or LNGINEER SOLDIERS AT- 
TACHED TO EACH OF THE COMPANY’S ARMIES 
REMARKS ON THE BEST ORGANIZATION OF SUCH 
CORPS CONCLUSION OF THE WORK 

i * * 

chap Of two impoitant improvements suggested in 
the preceding Chapter, having urged in the first 
1810 P^ce, the necessity of abandoning those irre- 
gular inodes of proceeding, which have led to 
such lamentable failuies in our Indian sieges, 
and having recommended the adoption in 
futuie of that approved ami scientific system 
of attack, which has been crowded by unfailing 
success m Europe, it is not my intention to 
descnbe in detail the operations of a regular 
siege, which as far as such matters can be 
learned by mere theory, form a part of the 
course of instruction atall Mihtaiy Academies, 
and ate explained more or less clearly in a 
great number of elementary writers I shall 
only attempt briefly to point out those modifi- 
cations of the lules alluded to, which the pe- 
culiar constiuction of the Native Foi tresses, 
may lendei adviseable 
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lu lirsicgmtr an Indian 1'orlnss, n maj CHAP 
appear scnr< olv ikh '.\ir\ to ohserw. that a , 
s dienl ancle should lie (hn^cn the point of Mortlfica 
ittiuk; th.it tin* Pi'tl ili, or .iii\ nilirr ground 
near t lit plan 1 , capable of iflbrdmg emor, [ 1 ™ n [ ) ” l 1 
should ho or( upiod, in order to dimmish the 'H 0 " 1 ' 1 }* 

1 nnoplrti, in 

labour of making parallels :md approaches: rr, 7 rncr 

1 1 ‘ 1 to tlir pr 

itid tint rtrot In t hnltt nos should ho cstab- ct, ' lar con 

mueilnn 

livlu d , .mil the ippront lies pushed on towards ofimiian 

i . . I orlrmr* 

tin t \t< nor luu of works 1»\ tlu thing sap, and 
(Otittfiuod h\ tin regular s.ip, as soonasth.it 
more cautious modi <»f prot 1 1 dim; is found ne- 
tt ssnn 't In s t rules, m fact, arc procistd} the 
‘mm that would he followed in attarkuur cierv 
Fortress, ht its nature he whit it tna\, and 
llurefore I slnll not nil trge upon this part of 
tlu operations, remarking onh m respect to tin 
enfilading fire, that two well appointed rieocht t 
batteries, pluod m the prolongation of those 
two fares of the Foil, w hirli foim the angle 
lit icked will generalh sufitre v Ih these 
simple opt rations, which may he completed m 


• Flit* fori pump juumds Iiim bom fr< tjut nt tostimom 
to tin itccHuico of the Madras Artillm. who nro perlinps 
< qinj to nn\ m the world If dim be un\ point nf dinr 
dtitj , hi winch tin re is room for inipim < incut the practice of 
ricochet firm":, ns n r< milnr hmnch of instruction, mnj he 
Mingestcd Tins method, formidnhle ns it is ntjnmsi rmt 
s|M.urit of nmjnrt, would hepcculmilj «o, if npplied to the 
struglit lined ramparts of die Nnliu I orts, winch are seldom 
prouded v till (rn\ erses to eounternet tlneflee|s 

V 
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CHAP a few days, the besiegers will have advanced to 
within close musket shot of the extenoi line of 
defence, aftei which, expeit Sappers will be 
required foi executing the regular single or 
double sap, the progress of which is at the rate 
of about 3 or 4 yards an hour 

At this period of the siege, the peculiar nature 
of the exterior line of works first begins to 
influence the operations. Some Indian Foi- 
tresses have a glacis m front of the mam ditch, 
as at Nowa, which had also a partial or imper- 
fect covered way From the statement of the 
Authoi on the attack of Mud Forts before 
quoted, it appears that most of the Native 
Fortresses of Hindostan, are provided with a 
glacis, m the manner now under consideration 
In the attack of these, the practice of crown- 
ing the crest of the glacis by sap, must be 
followed as m Europe, and batteries may be 
* consti ucted there for the purpose of breaching 
the low faussebray or rounee wall, which almost 
ihvariably surrounds the principal rampart of 
the body of the place It is possible, how- 
ever, that batteries, so placed on the crest of 
the glacis, and firing across a very deep and 
uarrow ditch,' may not be able to bear sufficient- 
ly low, to effect a practicable breach m the 
scarp revetment of the faussebray In this 
case, therefore, it may sometimes be proper 
to blow in the counterscaip and part of the 
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glacis by mining, m order to lay open the faus- CHAP 
sebray to the fire of batteries, placed m a more 3^/ 
retired situation on the glacis 

If on the contrary, the Fortress besieged 
should ha\e no glacis, but an exterior inclo- 
sure, consisting of a simple rampart, beyond 
the faussebray and the mam ditch, as at Malli- 
gaum, the mode of proceeding must be some- 
what different. "Whilst the sap is advancing 
towards this rampart, which is usually of mo- 
derate height, and constructed of mud, Miners 
must be sent forward, to lodge themselves m the 
lower or solid part of three or four of the prin- 
cipal towers, m which they will prepare cham- 
bers for blowing them lip But if this rampart 
should be built with solid masonry, then 
instead of attaching the miners to the wall at 
once, it may be necessary to commence the 
mines lequisite for the demolition of the towers, 
by means of galleries earned under the level 
of the foundation On the explosion of the 
mines thus piepaied, troops must be in readi- 
ness to move forward immediately, and occupy 
the exterior line of works of the Fortiess, 
which will then be laid completely open to 
assault, and from which, m all probability, 
the enemy will retire, without waiting the issue 
of a personal couflict This will foirn an ex- 
cellent parallel for the ulterior operations, 
provided that in certain parts of it a parapet. 



228 


SIEGES OE THE MADRAS ARMY 


CHAP be formed on the reverse of the terreplem 
towards the enemy, eithei by taking down the 
original paiapet, and turning it, asit were, inside 
out, or otherwise 

The next consideration is the passage of the 
ditch, and the formation of a practicable breach 
m the rounee wall, for which purpose, if the 
extenor rampart, now supposed to be in the 
possession of the assailants, should be too near 
to the counterscarp, to admit of a breaching 
battery being placed in the interval, it must be 
cleaied away by mines, fired fortius express 
purpose. If on the contrary theie should be a 
considerable space of ground intervening, this 
space must be occupied, and the sap extended 
to thebnnk oftheditcb, and a proper breaching 
battei y established, in the same manner, as was 
befoie described, in treating of the attack of 
the simple glacis, or counterscarp 

It is possible, however, that under peculiar 
circumstances, it may not appear advisable to 
attempt to breach the faussebray by battering 
guns In this case, galleries for the descent of 
the ditch must be excavated, and the counter- 
scarp revetment pierced, after which the pas- 
sage of the ditch must be executed by sap, 
and the rounee wall or scarp-revetment of the 
faussebray must be bleached by paities of 
Miners, pushed forward for that purpose At 
the same time, a battery must be constructed 
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to bleach also the high interior line of defence CHAP 
or principal rampart of the body of the place, 
immediately abote the breaches in the fausse- 
bray \ and mines must be prepared to blow m 
the counterscarp opposite to these bi eaclies * 

The explosions should be so timed, as to take 
place, as soon as the breaches m the body of 
the place are practicable, but not before , and 
the storming party must be in readiness to push 
foiuard across the ruins, the very moment 
that these are fired, as was done at Nowa, 
u here the explosion of the mines nas the sig- 
nal of assault These operations, perilous and 
difficult to men ignorant of such duties, are 
easy of execution to properly trained Sappers 
and Miners, as has been proved by the nu- 
merous sieges of Europe, where the deep and 
broad ditches of well flanked Fortresses have 

* The quantity of powder to be used in these mines will 
depend upon the nature of the counterscarp, and also 
upon whether it is reveled The ditches of Native For- 
tresses arc frequently without revetments, for the earth in 
some parts of India is of great tenacity, and notwithstanding 
the heavy periodical rains, it will stand at a much less slope, 
than in Europe The Author remembers the ditches of 
Berwanee, a Fortress on the South bank of the Nerbudda, 
which had been formed several years, and to which, from the 
inquiries lie made, he found that no great attention was paid, 
and yet they were standing in very tolerable order, at a slope 
of about one fourth He could not discover, whether the 
earth had been prepared in the first instance, to enable it to 
resist the effects of the weather, and to preserve its slope 
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CHAP been' 'passed, land then scarp revetments 
breached by mining, m spite of all the efforts 
of defenders, much excelling the Natives of 
India m discipline and military skill, and cer- 
tainly not inferior to them m personal courage. 

To pretend, like the Author of the Book on 
Mud Forts, before quoted, that the same pio- 
cess could not be apphed> with at least equal 
success, to the 'passage of the imperfectly 
flanked ditches of the rude fortifications of the 
Natives of India, is, I conceive, a most glaring 
and pernicious error* that could only have 
arisen from the limited experience of thenre- 
gular sieges, and vicious system of attack, of 
which that Author was a witness. 

Having thus briefly descnbed a mode of 
attack, which by taking advantage of the de- 
fects of the Indian system of fortifying, and by 
bringing into play the science and experience 
attained by Europeans m the art of sieges, 
would place the reduction of the strongest Na- 
tive Fortresses beyond the power of chance, 
and would render unavailing the most des 
perate valour and the greatest exertions of their 
Garrisons 1 , before I proceed to another bianch 
of my subject, it may be proper to notice feonie 
points already treated of, a little moie ’in 
detail 

, t 

Fust, m regai d to the proper distance for 

breachmgbatteries,itmayberemarked,thatevcn 
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"hen they are not from circumstances obliged to CHAP 
be adiauced to the crest of the glacis, or to the 
counterscarp, I should not recommend them to 
be established at more than 150 yards fiom the 
"all, that is to be battered At the siege of 
Clungleput, m 1752, four twenty-four-pounders 
at 500 ) ards distance, were found to have no 
effect A t 200 } ards, a practicable breach " as 
after" ards made with thesameguns, both in the 
outer and inner walls, m the space of four days, 
and had the distance been still further di- 
minished to about 100 jards, the breach "ould 
m all probability lia\e been effected m half that 
tune If the ramparts of an Indian Fortress 
are of stone, the curtain should generally be 
battered in preference to the towers, as the 
shot are apt to be reflected from the latter, 
owing to their circular form, and the hardness 
of the material of which they are built The 

nrnnrintv nf tins ruin n ns: p^^mnlifiprl in n rp- 
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CHAP, fluid, the breaches m each inclosure or hue of 
defence will be better and moi e quickly effected 
by mining, than by battering guns, foi such is 
the nature of these earthen revetments, that the 
shot bury and lodge themselves in the mud, 
without bunging it down Live shells, the 
effect of which against earthen works, has been 
proved in Europe to be much gi eater than that 
of shot, may also be used to advantage, but it 
may justly be asserted, that there is no country 
in the world, in which mining may be used foi 
the pui poses of attack, to so much advantage 
as m India, wheie the ill flanked outline enables 
the Miner to lodge himself at once, m the face of 
the lainpai t, without the necessity of approach- 
ing it by subterraneous galleries, and where the 
mud, of which the works are composed, is soft 
enough to be penetrated with ease, and yet of 
sufficient tenacity to stand without woodwork 
of any description 4 

Captain Coventry, of the Madras Engineers, 
tried an interesting experiment, connected 
with this subject, in the year 1818, at Anitil- 
nen It was his intention, m the attack of that 
Fort, to have breached the rampaitby mining, 
but as the place sui rendered without i esistance, 

* This would of course render the progress of the Miner 
more expeditious, than in soil, where regular mine frames and 
sheeting are necessary, in which the work proceeds seldom 
faster th^n at the average rate of one foot per hour 
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he lesolved, on receiving an Older to destioy the CHAP, 
works, to put to the test, the plan of opeiation, 
that he had previously determined to pursue, if 
the place had stood a siege Accordingly he 
lau a gallery under one of the circular towers, 
and placed 1 100 lbs ofpowdei in the chamber, 
the line of least tesistance being 22 feet and 
although the powder was of inferior quality, 
being made by the Natives, the effect of the 
explosion was very considei able, throwing 
down the whole of the tower, and a pait of the 
adjacent cuitain * 

It may further be retnai ked, that it is better 
to effecl a breach by mining, than by battenng 
guns, so fai as regaids the expenditure of shot, 
not so much, however, on account of the ex- 

* The Author of the Book on Mud Ports thinks Minmguse- 
Iess as an agent of attack, because when it has been attempted 
he has seen it fail, the besiegers being twice effectually coun- 
termined Instead of this circumstance operating as a dis- 
couragement, it ought to be an incentive to us, not to allow 
any of the Natives of India to excel us in so important a 
branch of the art of War However expert the Natives of 
Hindostan, where that Author served, may have been in the 
practice of Mining, it is absolutely impossible, that their 
Chiefs could have directed them with the same science as the 
Company’s Engineers, to whom they were opposed If the 
latter had been at the head of a body of u ell trained Miners, 
the result of their labours must therefore have undoubted!} 
been success, instead of failure In those parts of India, where 
I have served, the Natives have little or no knowledge of 
Miuing 
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sieges or the madras army 

pcnse,* ns the difficulty of conveying n sufficient 
quantity of this most essential article of store 
In regai (I to the best hour of storming a For- 
tress, aftci practicable breaches are effected by 
the battei mg gun, or by the mine, opinions are 
divided. The morning, noon.'j and night, I 

* Even this is ft matter of some consequence, if it be con- 
sidered, that it may require three months to convey the shot to 
the ndvnticcd Divisions, and that it may be n yenr more before 
they nro used that m the Madras service they arc nlways 
transported on bullocks, each of which comes only 4 eighteen- 
pound shot, and involves nn expense of nearly five rupees a 
month, over and above the pnmc cost of the nmmal Thus 
if the value of the shot, and of Sea camngc to India, he 
also taken into consideration, some idea may be formed 
of the sum, which evoty cannon ball costs the Stale before 
it is fired There has generally been a deficiency of shot, 
especially towards the close of our sieges, when rewards, 
of from one quarter of a rupee to two rupees a piece, 
have been ofTcrcd for the shot brought in, according to the 
exigencies of the service, and the number of camp followers, 
who may have been disposed to hazard their hv cs in this pur- 
suit It is remarkable, tliat at the siege of As^eerghur, Sir 
John Malcolm’s Division earned away more shot than they 
brought with them, owing to tho reward offered being a trifle 
higher, than m the other Divisions 

+ The storming of Senngapatam took place m the middle of 
the day , but it appears that tbe unusual bustle of the prepara- 
tions in the trenches, attracted the notico of 'cvernlofTippoo’s 
pnncipal Officers, who were fully aware of the intended 
assault, and requested him to prepare for it, but m vain, as 
a blind fatality seems to have characterized all his actions, 
towards the close of his life and reign 

t Orme gives a strong opinion m favour of night attacks 
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have each their advocates Foi ray part, I CHAP, 
should be inclined to recommend as a general 
principle, subject however to such variations 
as local circumstances may requne, to com- 
mence the assault m the very early part of the 
morning, before there is sufficient light for the 
enemy to distinguish objects coirectly At 
this time, they will also have had the fatigue of 
watching all night, and to exhaust the Gamson 
the more, a false alarm in the course of the 
night may pieviously be resorted to Had the 
advance to the storm at Malhgaum taken place 
half an houi earlier, as was originally intended, 
there is reason to believe that many valuable 
lives might have been saved, and that the result 
might have been very different 

I have thus attempted to describe a line of 
operations, which would place the reduction 
of the strongest Native Fortresses beyond the 
power of chance, and which by being grounded 
ou the principle of taking advantage of the 
faults and inferiority of construction, observable 

After relating the extraordinary success of the French under 
Monsieur Bussy, m 1750, in the assault of Gmgee, which 
was considered the strongest Hill Fort in the Carnatic, he 
observes, that “ had the attack been made in daylight, it 
“ could not have succeeded, for the Moors, as well as In- 
“ dians, often defend themselves very obstinately behind 
“ strong walls, but it should seem that no advantage either of 
“ numbers or situation, can countervail the terror with which 
“ they are struck, when attacked at night 
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CHAP in the Oriental system of Fortification, and of 
bringing into play tlie science and experience 
attained by Europeans m the art of attack, 
would lender unavailing and nugatory the most 
despeiate valoui, and the greatest exertions of 
their Gariisons. But with all the advantages, 
that this impioved system of attack will un- 
doubtedly olfcr, it can never be expected, that 
it shall generally be acted upon in India, until 
the Army of each Presidency shall be provided 
with the piopei means foi cairymg it into 
effect, with a fan prospect of success, which 


Tlic nccc«> 
sity ofhnv- 
inp ft Corps 
of engi- 
neer Sol 
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pany’n 
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has novel yet been the case. Tins leads me to 
the consideration of the second improvement, 
before-mentioned, namely, the necessity of hav- 
ing a well trained Corps of Engineer Soldiers, 
01 of men properly instructed and exercised 
beforehand, in all the operations of a siege, to 


assist the Engineer Officers m their arduous 


duties in the field Of all the defects, that have 


hitheito led to those lamentable disasters, with 


which many of our Indian sieges have been 
attended, the want of such a Corps lias been 
the most glaring and pernicious, and if that 
defect be remedied, all the minoi arrangements 
and nnpio\ ements nccessaiy will follow, as a 
matter of course 


Dm mg the whole of the w r ais, that have 
hitherto been earned on in India, the Company’s 
Engmeei Officeis have nevei had a man cm- 
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ployed under them, who undei stood before- CHAP 
hand any one of the duties, which he was 
required to execute 

Now, if we were told, tlmt the Artilleiy of 
any Power consisted of a body of Officers, 
with an establishment of guns and stores, 
and sufficiently instructed in the theory of then 
duties, but who, instead of having a permanent 
Ooipsof skilful Gunneis under their orders, 
were only supplied with men to fight their guns 
on the day of battle, and that they weie under 
the necessity of teaching these men how to load, 
and file, and to perfonn all the othei necessary 
maiunuvres of Artillery, m thepiesence of the 
enemy , every military man would naturally 
laugh at such an airangement as the height of 
absuuhty, and one that must lead to the certain 
loss ofeveiy action, in which the fire of Artil- 
lery was of the smallest importance Yet, 
absurd as it may appeal, such is a coirect 
pictuieof what has lutheito been the actual 
state of the Engineer Department of the Com- 
pany’s Ainnes The only men generally avail- 
able for the duties of that Depaitment have 
been the Pioneers, and as these men have nevei 
been employed in military v. oiks of this de- 
scription, excepting upon actual service, it has 
been the hard fate of the Engmeei Officers, to 
be obliged to teach them every thing that was 
to be done, either when exposed to fire, 01 at 



238 


SIEGES OF THE MADRAS ARMY 


CHAP least when in the presence of the enemy, and 
thus to waste those precious moments when 
skill, eneigy, and activity, were most wanted, 
in the irksome and laborious drudgery of su- 
perintending a multitude of little details, which 
m othei services would be the duty of a Private, 
01, at the utmost, of a Corpoial of Sappeis. It 
is a fact, that m our sieges, the Officer of En- 
gineers in pei son, has often had to teach a 
Pioneei how to make a gabion 01 a fascme, and 
to stand ovei him in the execution of the work * 

* It may bo said, that the Pioneers, after having been em~ 
« ployed in several successive sieges, must necessarily ha\e 

acquired some portion of that skill, m which they were at first 
deficient, and on this plea it may be urged, that the character 
I have given of their inefficiency is too strong In reply, I 
need scarcely suggest to the reflecting reader, that the know- 
ledge thus acquired by some individuals out of a large body, 
without any systematic instruction beforehand, must neces- 
sarily be of a most imperfect nature, and if there be no regular 
practice afterwards to perpetuate it, it must of course evapo- 
rate almost instantaneously, and become lost to the service 
for ever And, after all lot us ask, what did the Pioneers 
actually do, or what did they learn in those sieges Were 
they in the habit of crowning the counterscarp by sap ? No ! 
Did they ever work across a dry ditch, or fill up a wet one 
under fire? Never' Did they over breach an enemy’s 
scarp revetments by mining ? Never 1 And yet these arc 
the duties of Engineer Soldiers Poor, indeed, would the 
Sapper and Miner be considered m Europe, whose skill like 
that of our most experienced Native Pioneers, extended no 
further than the making of a fascine and a gabion, ahd having 
sonic notion of the nature of a battery By these observe- 
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The confusion, the difficulties, the loss of time, CHAP 
and the consequent loss of lives, which have 
attended, and which necessarily must attend, 
such an imperfect mode of proceeding, may 
easily be conceived Eten m the fiist and 
simplest operations of an uregulai siege, such 
as the constiuction of a portion of a parallel, 
with a common battery or two, these difficul- 
ties have always been sufficient to exhaust the 
bodies, if they could not subdue the spirit of 
the Engmeei Officers What prospect of suc- 
cess, therefore, could an Engineer have had in 
contemplating the long protracted labours, 
attending the ulterior operations of a legular 
siege, such as the execution of the sap under 
close musketry fire, without Sappeis, and the 
execution of mines, without Miners ? The 
prospect was certainly appalmg, and unless 
the evils of which I now complain be remedied, 

tions,'I am far from wishing to depreciate that respectablo 
body of men It has been their misfortune, not their fault, 
that they have been constantly called upon to perform duties 
m the field of a most difficult nature, for which they were not 
qualified, like other soldiers, by previous exercise and instruc- 
tion So far from blaming them, every Engineer who has 
witnessed their exertions, must admit that they deserve great 
credit for having shown so much zeal, under such very dis- 
couraging circumstances But the opinions of those Officers 
of the Army, for some there are, who maintain, that the pre- 
sent Pioneer^ have always been a perfect model of a Military 
Working Corps, and equal to ail the wants of the Service, 
cannot be too highly reprobated • 
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CHAP. J n the event of new wars, very few Engineers 
indeed, howevei scientific or enlightened they 
may he, will venture to attempt much more 
than a small poi lion of a parallel, and a common 
breaching battery For the brarcst and most 
zealous men, will scarcely dare to mcui the 
lesponsibility of recommending a regular siege, 
when they know that the Anny has not the 
means of e\cculing it with proper vigour, 01 even 
with a reasonable hope of success; and that 
from the general ignorance of such subjects, 
which unfortunately prevails amongst the Offi- 
cers of the British Aimy, any failure that might 
happen aftei wards would be ascribed, not to 
the want of means, which caused it, but, to 
the obstinacy of the Engineer, in pioposmgan 
impi acticablc mode of attack It is ti ue, that 

from time to time, some very strong-minded 
man may follow the just mles of the Ait, and 
do his best, without adequate means, m spite 
of every difficulty, and legal dless of the con- 
sequences to his own leputation, and it is 
not impossible, that an Engineer, acting upon 
such high-toned pi mciples, may succeed but 
instances of this kind are very lare indeed in 
the histoiy of om Indian Campaigns In the 
late war, tfie Siege of Nowa, conducted by 
Ensign Oliphant, is the only example of this 
nature, upon which it may be remarked, that 
if that enterprising and skilful Officer had been 
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protidcd \Mtli a body of propci ly trained Sap- CHA p 
pers and Minors the place might undoubtedly VII 
bate been taken in lialf the time * 

Another cause m some degree contributes to 
llioincflicteiiey of the Engineer Department of 
(lie Company s Ai lines on actual service: that 
is the inadequacy of the Ofhceis m point of 
numbers, ansinir fiom the various duties of a 
more civil nalui e. intrusted to their charge, and 
which leave but a \ery small pioportion dis- 
posable for the field In the British Service, in 

* The cicgc of Tnii|oro, m 177.1, vv ns mentioned in n former 
note lint Q f Cnroor, in 1700, in which the operation's 
were conducted bj Captain Richard Smith, is another in- 
stance of an attach upon n similar principle, which also 
proved successful The Fort was square, with a bastion at 
tacb angle, and square towers in the curtains, and had stone 
revetments, with a dry ditch, but no faussebrn} In every 
bastion there was n cavalier, consisting of a round tower 
Captain Smith commenced his attach bj occupying the 
ftltah, which ho connected by trenches with some mud 
biddings in front of it, which offered advantageous cover to 
assailants on one side Trom thonco he pushed his 
a Pproachcs in the direction of one of the salient angles of 
•he Fort, to within 40 jards of the ditch, when the enemy’s 
“ashctiy forced him to have recourse to the double sap, bj 
racans of which he reached, and crowned, the counterscarp, 
aD( l sprung a mine, w Inch blew the revetment into the ditch, 
after which the Garrison capitulated Tho highest praise 
ls due to the method, and perseverance, with which he 
bought tins siege to a close, with men so very ignorant and 
^experienced in such operations, that they were seven days 
aQ d nights in completing about 200 yards of sap 
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CHAP, other paits> of Ihewoild, where the Corps of 
Royal Engineeis is employed, ten or eleven 
officeis are considered indispensable foi a siege 
of the Smallest magnitude, m order to furnish 
the necessary reliefs, and to provide foi the nm 
merous casualties incident to this branch of 
service But the number I have mentioned is 
equal to one-third of the whole Coips of 
Madras Engineers, and although the climate 
of India renders impossible such continued 
personal exeitions, as may be made in Europe, 
and theiefore would seem to require rathei a 
greatei number of Engineer 0/hceis than other- 
wise, for a service of a similar nature ; this cir- 
cumstance lias been so little attended to, that 
there have sel doni been present at a siege m Ind la, 
sufficient Engineers to furnish a pioper relief * 

• Tins remark is equally applicable to the Artillery Officers, 
of whom there never were sufficient employed in the «ome 
siege to furnish a relief and at the Siege of Assecrghur in 
particular, the Officers of tho Madras Artillery actually lived 
in the batteries, to which they were respectively attached 
A large augmentation, however, which this Corpshas received 
since that period, will, in all probability, prevent the recur- 
rence of this inconvenience , and indeed, tho Engineers form 
tho only branch of the Madras Army, which Mas not increas- 
ed at the close of tho Campaign, but was allowed to remain 
of tbe same strength ns before our late accession of territory 
A bncf recapitulation of the effects of these operations, on 
the Officers employed, will place the utter inadequacy of the 
Corps to meet the exigencies of the Service, in a more stnk- 
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At the Sieges of Belgaum and other places CHAP, 
in the Southern Mahratta Country, there were 
no professional Engineers piesenl; nor were 
there collected together at any time dunng the 
late campaigns, more than five; and at one 
period, four out of these five were disabled 
But besides the usual duties of Engineer Offi- 
cers during a siege, which ought to be those of 
general superintendence only, the labour of 
instructing the woiking parties, which is pecu- 
liar to the Indian service, and which as I before 
lemarked, ought to be the office of a Corporal 
01 Private of Sappers, has also been thrown 
upon tjie Engineer Officers, so that they have 
actually been obliged to live entirely m the 
trenches, and to take food and sleep there, at 
such moments as they could snatch These 
are not represented as hardships It is not too 
much to say, that they have always been cheer- 
fully born; nor would such temporal y mcon- 
veniencies be thought of, if the Engineer Officers 

mg point of view Out of eleven Engineer Officers serving in 
the field with different Divisions, and at different times, during 
the war, two were hilled, after having been both wounded on 
former occasions , two died of fevers, three were wounded; 
two were obliged to quit the field from illness, and have since 
been sent to sea for the recovery of their health , and more 
recently Captain Coventry, who conducted the Siege of 
Asseerghur, has fallen a sacrifice to the repeated attacks of a 
fever, to which he became subject in consequence of tbs* 
severe service 

Q 2 
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CHAP who experience them, could look forward with 
any certainty to the prospect of their labours 
being crowned with success. But thishas never 
been the case Whilst their bodies have been 
harassed by unnecessary fatigues, their minds 
have been toimented by the anticipations of 
the failure of eveiy operation of difficulty and 
impoi tance, m which they have been engaged, 
owing to the want of properly instructed En- 
gmeei Soldieis, to assist them m their duties. 

I have, perhaps, said enough to convince 
every impartial and reflecting person of the 
necessity of this important impiovement, being 
immediately adopted in oui Indian Army In 
one Presidency only (the Bengal Government), 
steps have actually been taken, for cairyingthis 
ineasuie into effect, as was before remarked m 
the Intioductory Chapter,* and it is to be 
hoped, that ere long this salutary example will 
be followed at the other Presidencies If, 
however, any other grounds than its own merits 
weie required to prove the advantage that 
would accrue to the State, from a better organ- 
ization of the Engmeei Department of our 
Indian Armies, recourse might be had toother 
examples foi authonty; and the couise pui- 
sued by all the poweis of Europe, with legard 
to this blanch of their war equipments, might 
be cited as a proof of the high importance that 
* Spe Pngp 1 0 
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is attached to it But without entering into a CHAP 
detail of the Establishment adopted by any 
other nation, I shall onlj i cm ark, that towards 
the close of the Peninsular Wai, the Corps of 
Royal Sappers and Miners m our own Service, 
consisted of no less than four Battalions of 
eight Companies each r 

Let us now consider the objections, thataie 
likely to be urged against this important im- 
provement To those, who assert, that as we 
have done without Engineer Soldicis hitherto, 
we may do without them still, and who object 
to every change, houever beneficial, merely be- 
cause it is a change ; no answer is necessaiy. 
for it is vam to oppose by argument, those 
opinions which have no pretension to be founded 
upon reason, and which can only be resolved 
into a blind confidence of the continuance of 
that good fortune, which has so often be- 
friended us m oui Indian Sieges If it be said, 
that although a Corps of this description may 
be occasionally useful ; yet that a siege oc- 
curs so seldom in this country, that then ser- 

‘ This Corps has subsequent!} Ind its sliare in the genera! 
reductions, which have nflccled thcwhole of IhcRntish Army 
since the Peace The formation into Battalions Ins been cr 
aside altogether, and the present system is to numb* - -' 

Companies, which will probabl} be adhered to, even ra 
event of great augmentations taking place hereafter 
Company is commanded In a Second Captain, — - ' v ' 3 
Subalterns, of (he Ro}al Eugiuecp- 
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vices may, as beietofore, be dispensed with 
to this I shall briefly reply, that the same rea- 
soning, if valid, would do away the Artillery, 
and indeed the whole of the Aimy, m time of 
Peace; for a battle happens as seldom as a 
siege, and We ought to be as well prepared to 
meet the one as the other Besides, let it be 
remembered, that it is not meiely during a siege, 
that a Corps of this kind would be useful They 
would also afford means for the military passage 
of rivers, the want of which is so much felt by 
every army, that attempts to move m India 
during the Monsoons, and although the parti- 
cular organization and equipments most proper 
for this pecuhai branch of the Bngmeer De- 
paitment, m reference to the nature of the 
Rivers m India, is too extensive a subject for 
me to enlarge upon m this Work,* 1 yet I may 

* Every one Ivho has marched with HorSe Artillery guns 
in India during a Monsoon, must be struck with the difficulty, 
if not the impossibility, which would attend the transport of a 
Pontoon tram on the European principle, sufficient for cross- 
ing the largest .Rivers of India, during the season, when it 
would be most required. In the British Service, judging by 
the experience of the Peninsular Wat, ho less than 430 horses 
wonld be considered necessary for ttansportihg a train of 38 
large tin Pontoons, of the old English pattern, together with 
the complement of store waggons, forge carts, Ac attached 
to them A similar equipment m India would require 600 
of the cbuntry horses to transport it 

"Without attempting, therefore, to organize a Pontoon 
Tram of such immense magnitude, it has occurred tome, that 
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1)C permitted to advert to the pei faction attained CIIAP. 
m tins particular branch m the King’s service, 
and to express my hope, that the day may soon 

the following system might be substituted in lieu of it, wlucli 
rcsohes itself into two distinct measures 

Tirst, In onler to provide for the passage of Rivers of the 
fir<t magnitude {of which there are not many), let a small 
fortifieil post be established ns high up the Riv or ns possible, 
to sen c ns n depot for boats, w icker pontoons, casks, or other 
floating bodies fit for the purpose of military bridges, together 
with a sufficient proportion of nil the other stores necessary 
for securing nml forming the superstructure of the bridge Tins 
arrangement being previously made, it will be obvious, that 
b\ moving the necessaty stores down the stream, an efficient 
bridge may be established on any part of the River below the 
depot The same course might, perhaps, he adopted in regard 
to Ilwcrs of the second magnitude, such as the Tnptcc, Mnn- 
gerah, Ac 

Secondly, The passage of nil Rivers of nny importance, 
being thus prouded for, a small military bridge equipage 
might be earned w ltb the army in the field , for the passage of 
the minor Rivers, and of Nullahs, which might also occa- 
sionally be used, in aid of the materials from one of the 
dep6ts, for the passage of the larger Rivers, if required A 
tra\ elhng equipment of this nature might, perhaps, consist of 
seven or eight pontoons, of the most approved pattern, with 
the remainder of casks to he earned on camels Eight of the«o 
useful animals might carry with ease, the casks, slings, braces, 

Ac for forming two complete piers, which arc cquiv nlent to 
an equal number of the old English tin pontoons, exclusive 
of the superstmeture, which might be earned on store carts, 
to be drawn by bullocks, or liorses, as may be found most 
expedient. 

The aboic suggestions are, of course, only the rough and 
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CHAP, arnve, when the rrmnrlc of I he Principal An- 
llioi of this impun email .it home, namely, 
“ that tin* Ofhrers and Men of the Koynl En* 
“ giiicr r Department, may enter into compi tt- 
“ turn with the most expert Pontooin rs of any 
“ of tin Continent. il nations,’ * will lie < rju.tlly 
applu'.ilife to tin Engine c r J)< pat tinents of tin 
Indian son ire. 

The principal ohj< rlion, which in all pro- 
bability will In urged against tin proposal 
improxemt nt, is tin additional ixpinse; hut 
whin the utility , or ratln r the indispensable 
necessity, <if any mtastirc is established, the 
expense becomes a secondary anisidcration 
Tlicrearr, how e\ei, many ad Mintages to conn ter- 
halain r it The* hcttci founded pi osjn rt of suc- 
cess, the great sax mgof tune ami of In es, m < \ ery 
siege, and tin* consequent power of employing 
greater means against the enemy, m all other 
operation, in tin course of each campaign 
Take these encmiislantO', into consider.ition 
Estimate the \alue of the Ines of the European 
Troops, so lavishly exposed under the present 
system, togethci with the increased oxpen- 


crudc outlines of u system, which practice mid experience 
ntonc could bring to perfection One preliminary, however, 
is indispensable for this, and for men, other iinprarcmcnt in 
Engineering — *i Corps of Soldiers to work with 

* See the Preface to Luut, -Colonel Pnslex s Elementary 
fortification , NoteC 
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tliUiro occasioned by those fnluros, which CHAP 
innstnercN«anl\ arise from the want of Engineer vir 
Soldier*; • and (Ik pohcv of 1m ingsucim Corps 
will lie admitted, non m nn economical point 
of mcw In Pence they urn bo emplojcd to 
no le^s ad \ milage, by follow mg the example 
of the Ho).d Engineer Depirtment, m which, 
so far as it can be done without injury to 
their eflicuMicj, discipline, and instruction as 
Soldiers, tho\ are made to assist m the exe- 
cution of those public w orhs and repairs, w Inch 
are always going on umhr the direction of the 
Engineers, and which otherwise would be 
entirely performed In lined Artificers and La- 
bourers, a set of men not much less expensno 
than a Military Corps m Peace, and not ai ail- 
able for the public Serucc, m time of War 
Admitting thenccessit^ of Engineer Soldiers, ncm-uks 
on the grounds that ha\e hem stated, it will Ccst 'orpnn- 
belongto abler judges topomt out, and to higher urp"or ra 
authorities to determine upon the extent, to so'ifhcrr 
w Inch such an Establishment should be carried 
m India, and on the materials, of w Inch it should 
he composed * hut m abstaining from a full dis- 
cussion of tins part of the subject, I may not 
be thought to pass the bounds, winch I have 
prescribed to myself, m remai king, that a Corps 
of Engineer Soldiers would open a field for the 
emploj mentof Half Casts, m which they might 
be brought forward to adwnilage, as their pecu- 
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In urging the necessity of such an Establish- 
ment, I have rested solely on the inconve- 
niencies, we have expenenced in being without 
it, m our leceut Wars, m which we liave 
always been tlie attacking power ; but the time 
may come, and the occurrences now taking 
place m Euiope bring the question at least 
within the bounds of possibility, when we may 
be brought into collision with European Powei s, 
and be obliged to fight, not foi aggrandizement, 
but for prcsei vation. It is not intended to 
argue this question, nor indeed is it introduced 
for any purpose, but to show, that if ever the 
day should arrive, when w-e find ourselves op- 
posed to European science, the necessity of an 
efficient Engineer Department, u'hether for the 
defence of our maritime and other frontiers, or for 
attack, or foi the passage of livers, will become 
still moie impel ative This idea may be thought 
visionary, and they who aie unable to see, amid 
the calm which sui rounds them, the presages 
of a storm, 01 the element of future com ulsions, 
may think it ridiculous, now that Peace reigns 
throughout India, to prepare for wars, which 
may never happen, 01 which at all events they 
trust may be far distant,, but let such shoit- 
sighted peisons at least lemember, that Peace 
is the season foi organizing an Army, and pie- 
parmgit foi the houi of emeigency Let them 
also remembei, that it is uncertain] wdien that 
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hour may arnve, or with what Power we may CHAP, 
next have to contend , and when it does arrive, 
if we are still unprovided with an efficient En- 
gineer Department, gi eater losses, and more 
numerous reverses, will be experienced than 
heretofore, foi we must not always expect to 
be opposed to Poweis as mesolute add igno- 
rant of their own strength, as our enemies have 
proved themselves to be, in the last War The 
expenence of all ages should convince us of the 
contrary Carthage was overcome on her own 
element, by an enemy, whom she at first de- 
spised In more modern times, Charles XII. 
with the fines! and best disciplined army mthe 
world, was overthrown at Pultowa, by men, 
who, but a few years befoie, bad been a hoide 
of barbarians, infei lor to the Mahrattas of the 
present day, in military skill and m some of 
the actions, that took place m o,ui late Naval 
War with America, we have seen convincing 
examples of the fatal effects that may result, 
from holding an enemy too cheap 

In reference to a former part of this Chapter, 
m treating of the operations of a siege, I pur- 
posely avoided entenug into any discussion of 
the duties of the Troops of the Line, m older 
to confine the undivided attention of the leader 
to other points, of moie urgent impoitance In 
fact, if the defects of the Engineer Department 
of our Indian Airmes be removed, no difficulty 
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CHAP, wil) be found in employing the other troops, 
3^, co-operating with them m a siege, to the utmost 
advantage.* The British Soldier is sure to sup- 
port his chaiacter, and to preserve his supen- 
onty m every part of the globe, and as far as 
my experience goes, lam very far from joining m 
the desponding opinion of those, who anticipate 
our defeat, as soon as our Sepoys shall come in 
contact with European onemies.-f* On the con- 
liniy, I look forward with confidence to there- 
sult, if the day should ever arrive, when they 
shall be drawn up to meet the hardy myriads of 
the North I am convinced that it only requires 
Officers at their head, whom they love and 

* I cannot, however, forbear remarking the great advantage 
that might he derived in a siege from a small proportion of 
Riflemen, but as the Rifle Corps is not sufficiently large, and as 
it might not accord with its discipline to detach parties from it, 
to every place, where this kind of service is going on, perhaps 
a few select men in each Corps might be armed and practised 
with the rifle, \v Inch would ensure a certain number of Soldiers 
of this description, whenever they might be required 
. f Altbquglrtho numerous instances on record of the high 
discipline, valour, and attachment to their Officers, evinced by 
our Sepoys, are sufficient to establish their military diameter, 
the hnrd-carned fnmn of our Native Army, has not been 
allowed to go undisputed; and one writer, m particular, goes so 
faros to urge the monstrous proposition, that those brave high- 
minded men, the Natives of our Provinces, who live under 
the protection of our laws, and who in fighting for us, fight 
also for their own families and dearest interests, shall be ev- 
dmnged for mercenary Arabs, and Malays 
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esteem, foi the Madras Native troops to follow CHAP 
to the most daring, 01 even desperate enter- 
prises In regard to their employment at sieges, 

I shall only obsei ve, that notwithstanding the 
very high opinion I entertain of them, they 
appear to me, when acting singly, to be wanting 
in that confidence, and presence of mind, which 
is the characteristic of the British Soldier ; and 
therefore the advanced sentries thrown out from 
the covering parties at a siege, should be select 
Europeans, m pieference to Sepoys 


THE END 



